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01  INTRODUCTION         
 

The ICOMOS Malaysia New Village Working Group (NVWG) aims to study the potential 
of showcasing selected New Villages (NVs) as National Heritage as well as candidates 
for UNESCO world heritage listing. NVWG will also act as a central Data Bank collecting 
research works and archive materials relating to New Villages in Malaya. In this regard, 
various aspects were scrutinized: 

1. New Villages and Planning  
2. New Villages and Security 
3. New Villages and Management 
4. New Villages and Religion  
5. New Villages and the economy 
6. New Villages and Education 
7. New Villages and Social aspects 
8. New Villages and Missionaries 
9. New Villages and Food 
10. New Villages and Culture 

 
1.1 Summary 

 
This publication will be our third annual report recording this endeavor. It was a 
fruitful and challenging year as we begin to outreach to other stakeholders, expand 
the capacity building in order to gather more data relating to current state of the New 
Villages in Malaysia, as well as organising writing workshop to consolidate the works, 
standardization in presentation of data for different new villages selected as 
preliminary list for listing as national heritage, and potentially for world listing. We also 
presented our works in oral and poster session during ICOMOS GA2023 in Sydney 
(see Figure 1.1).  This allowing us to meet more experts who may work on the area of 
study to join effort especially in comparative analysis study in the future. Our 
members presented at ICOMOS CIVVIH Asia-Pacific Sub-Committee Online Seminar 
with titled “The Malayan new Villages: Participatory Approaches in Village 
Conservation” (see page NVWG/3/02/117-138). With the rather active year, our 
initiative captured by general public, and receiving both ‘positive’ and ‘negative’ 
feedbacks on our endeavor for listing of new villages. 
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As mentioned in the report 2, we adopted both top-down and bottom-up approaches 
in scrutinizing its potential. Writing up session was organized for members end-2023 
to prepare draft write up for listing new village (see Figure 1.2). Additional workshop 
also organised to collect more information in order to ensure standardization of the 
paper works (see Figure 1.3).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
Figure 1-1 
 Presentation of research works (Poster and Oral) in ICOMOS GA2023, Sydney, Australia 
Abstract no. 182: Oral Presentation (presented on 7 September 2023) 
“The Deposition of Cultural heritage in The Malayan New Villages” by Ar. Dr. Goh Ai Tee 
 
Abstract no. 320: Poster Presentation (presented on 5 September 2023) 
 “Town Planning in New Villages in Malaya: Cha’ah New Village, Johor” by Ar. Dr. Goh Ai Tee 
 

   

  

Figure 1-2 
Workshop organized by 
Pejabat Pesurahjaya 
Warisan Negeri Pulau 
Pinang on 9/10 Dec 2023. 
 
NVWG Members  
Organiser & Rosli Hj Nor 
Ar. Teh Yee Neng 
Jacky Chew 
Dr. Tan Chin Ling 
Ar. Dr. Goh Ai Tee 
Lim Gaik Siang 
Dr. Francis Loh Kok Wah 
Ar. Tiong Kian Boon & Spouse 
Gan 
Chin Soong Kead 
Ooi Kah Biew 

Eric Lee Lip Perng 
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In February 2024, we presented our proposal with New Village Division, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government (see page NVWG/3/02/1-23), and subsequently 
ICOMOS Malaysia was invited to joined and brainstorming session on Draft 
Masterplan 2026-2035 for the New Villages (including fishing villages and regrouped 
village) in Peninsular Malaysia in April 2024 (see page NVWG/3/02/24-25) (see Figure 
1.4).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To encourage better involvement of the communities, for Symposium in Sekinchan 
(Site A, Site B, Site C), we adopted the same format of symposium carried out in Cha’ah 
New Village, whereby the most of the presenters are from the local and community 
leaders, like sharing session for them. The key focal point be the researcher who are 
working and familiar with the area, and if possible one of their community leaders. 
ICOMOS members from Malaysia will act more like a facilitator and assisting them for 
this initiative (see page NVWG/3/02/26-54) (see Figure 1.5).   
 

   
 Figure 1-3 
 Workshop at Papan New Village. Dr Francis Loh Kok Wah, Ar. Alan Teh Yee Neng and his team joined 
local team Jacky Chew, Ooi Kah Biew and others on 20 January 2024. 

   
Figure 1-4 
 (left) Briefing to New Village Division, Ministry of Housing and Local Government on 23 Feb 2024 
(right) Day Workshop on 29-30 April 2024 organized by Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
New Village Division: Brainstorming with Experts on Draft Master Plan for New Villages from 2026 to 
2035 
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For capacity building effort, one of our members presented in PAM Architectural 
heritage: Conservation Course for Architects with titled “Architectural heritage 
Conservation: Approaches and Procedure for Cha’ah New Village” (see page 
NVWG/3/02/146-166). To encourage better youth participating in the works, member 
presented paper titled “The Role of EP on NV: The Malaysian Examples” organized by 
International Correspondents and Youth Talents  (see page NVWG/3/02/139-145).   
 
Two (2) galleries display about history and life within the NV were visited. These 
galleries initiated by local communities and NGOs with support from the local 
councils. There are Heritage Corridor of Sungai Way New Village in Selangor, and 
Hakka Museum at Sekinchan in Selangor (see Figure 1.6).  
 
 

 

 

   
Figure 1-5 
Community leaders be the key organizer and presenters at the Symposium #4 at Sekinchan on 27 
April 2024 
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As outreach activities, ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG also presented the research works 
and sharing with local communities, such as the 1-day temporary exhibition in 
conjunction with the fund rising event for school hall organized at School Hall at SJK(C) 
Cha’ah in May 2024 (see Figure 1.7).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NVWG collaborates with experts (members of NVWG) from local universities such as 
University of Malaya, New Era University College, and Taylor’s University, UCSI 
University and University Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia for events and research works. 
In early 2024, we work with Koh Jing Hao, lecturer from Taylor’s University for 
measured drawings elective course framed around new villages, and kicked start work 
Sungai Jarom New Village in Selangor, and course works in progress with first 
presentation on 28 June 2024 (see Figure 1.8).  
 
 
 

  
Figure 1-6 
 (left) History Corridor at Sungai Way New Village 
(right) Hakka Museum at Sekinchan 
 

  
Figure 1-7 
Temporary Exhibition on History and Devleopment of Cha’ah New Village at School Hall, SJK(C) 
Cha’ah, Segamat, Johor on 25 May 2024 
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Working as project partner with University of Nottingham in the UK we received 
positive feedbacks on the proposed grant application with The Arts and Humanities 
Research Council (AHRC).  The collaboration works may allow us to gather other data 
that not available in Malaysia, at the same time allowing us to share our works with 
wider scholars and general public.  

 
From June 2023 to June 2024, Scholars on from varies universities contacted us for 
sharing information prior to their visit to respective new villages. These include visit 
to Sungai Way New Village in Selangor by Haruka Saito and Prof Kengo Hayashi from 
University, visit to Sekinchan (Site A, Site B, Site C) by Chua Hui Lin from Southeast 
University, China, layout of Jinjang New Village in Kuala Lumpur by Laura Noble from 
bartlett School of Architecture and Planning, University College London, and visit to 
Papan New Village in Perak by Cheryl Cheah from Architectural Association School of 
Architecture, London. Last by not least, enquiry on support for research works by Lee 
Yuan Han, Doshisha University in Japan.  
 
ICOMOS Triennial Scientific Plan for 2024-2026 is "Disaster and Conflict Resilient 
Heritage: Preparedness, Response, and Recovery". ICOMOS Scientific Symposium 
2024 theme is "Revisiting the Venice Charter: Critical Perspectives and Contemporary 
Challenges" with 5 sub-themes: Historical Context and heritage Concepts; A Cross-
Cutting Approach between Conventions; Universalism and diversity: Rereading the 
Doctrinal Documents from Diverse Perspectives; Contemporary Challenges in 
Heritage Discourse; and Disaster and Conflict Resilient Heritage. The research works 
of ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG research works fit well with the ICOMOS Triennial 
Scientific Plan, a paper prepared by Ar. Dr. Goh Ai Tee titled “ Malayan New Villages: 
Re-imaging the better Way of Life” was accepted for oral presentation at ICOMOS 
Scientific Symposium 2024 between 13-15 November 2024 at Ouro Preto Brazil.  

  
Figure 1-8 
Taylor’s University Elective Course – measured drawings- Student presentation on stage 1 - history, 
housing, social economic of Sungai Jarom New Village (Part of NV and Part of extended area) on 28 
June 2024 (Lecturer; Koh Jing Hao, Reviewer: Dr. Keith Tan, External Reviewer: Ar. Dr Goh Ai Tee 
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1.2 Members of ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG 
 

The NVWG started with 7 members from ICOMOS Malaysia and 8 invited experts on 
April 2021, and expanded to 35 members in total on June 2024 (see Figure 1.9).  
 
Members of ICOMOS Malaysia: 
Ar. Dr. Goh Ai Tee (Chair, ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG, Board Member ICOMOS Malaysia) 
Rosli Hj Nor (Leader, National and UNESCO Listing) 
Ar. Tiong Kian Boon (Advisor, ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG) 
Dato’ Ir Fong Tian Yong (Advisor, ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG) 
Faisal Abdul Rahman (Advisor, President ICOMOS Malaysia) 
Dr Shaiful Idzwan Shahidan (Secretary General, ICOMOS Malaysia) 
TPr. Afzal Hj Azhari (Board Member, ICOMOS Malaysia) 
Dr. Indera Syahrul Mat Radzuan (Board Member, ICOMOS Malaysia) 
Dr. Ts. Tan Chin Ling (Board Member, ICOMOS Malaysia) 
Kenneth Wong See Huat (Board Member, ICOMOS Malaysia) 
Ar. Ahmad Najib Ariffin  
Ar Steven Thang Boon Ann 
Dr Gwynn Jenkins 
Dr. Nik Mastura Nik Muhammad  
Lim Gaik Siang 
Assoc Prof Dr Keith Tan Kay Hin 
Assoc Prof Teoh Chee Keong 
Assoc Prof Dr Lew Bon Hoi 
Dr Ong Siew Kian 
Dr Masadliahani Masduki 
Norazwani bte Azmi (Student) 
Invited Experts: 
Dr Francis Loh Kok Wah (Advisor ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG) 
Prof Dr Lee Kam Hing (Advisor ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG) 
Dr Tan Chee Beng (Advisor ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG) 
Dr Tan Teng Phee 
Dr Wu Ming Chu 
Dr Ling Tek Soon 
Ar. Anthony Too Kar Kiat 
Ar. Lee Sze Ee 
Ar. Alan Teh Yee Neng 
Chin Soong Keat 
Ong Kah Biew 
Dr Tai Kim Teng 
Eric Lee Lih Perng 
Jacky Chew 
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Figure 1-9 
Photos of 35 members of ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG  

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Please visit our website (https://newvillageworkingg.wixsite.com/website-2) for 
more information and updates. If you would like to contribute to the research we are 
working on, please do not hesitate to contact us via email at 
newvillageworkinggroup@gmail.com.    

 
Funding is a vital component of our work, and is especially important for organizing 
events that encourage the participation of researchers/ students/ school children and 
the wider public. Hence, do let us know if you like to sponsor any activities and 
programmes under ICOMOS Malaysia New Village Working Group.    
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02 SHARING SESSION: SYMPOSIUMS/ WORKSHOPS/ VISITS 
 
2.1 Government Liaison:  
 
2.1.1 Briefing to New Village Division, Ministry of Housing and Local Government on 23 

February 2024 
   

 
Figure 2.1.1 Group photo at New Village Division, Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government.  
 
MALAYAN NEW VILLAGES  
The best surviving examples of large-scale forced resettlement resulting from the British 
Military Plan during Post WWII (The Emergency, 1948 to1960) 
 
THE PROPERTY 
The serial property includes a selection of three (3) sites, among the 480 sites established 
during the Emergency in Malaya between 1948 to 1960 as counter insurgency measures 
adopted to defeat the communist and to maintain a stronghold over vital economic assets 
by the British. The sites are spread across all 12 States in Malaya, from Perlis in the North to 
Johor in the South. In 1954, amongst the eleven states, Perak with the most number of sites 
(129) followed by Johor (94), Pahang (77), Selangor (46), Kedah (44), Negeri Sembilan (39), 
Kelantan (18), Malacca (17), Penang (8), Terengganu (4), Kuala Lumpur (3), and Perlis (1). In 
April 1950, some 18,500 people were resettled in new villages. By October 1954, just four 
years later, some 573,000 people had been resettled in over 480 new villages in Malaya 
with ethics composition of 86% Chinese, 9% Malay, 4% Indian and 1% others. 
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The new villages in Malaya present the best surviving examples of large-scale resettlement 
resulting from the implementation of the Briggs Plan. The colonial expansion of the town 
planning concept changed the entire rural landscape of Malaya. Introducing a planned 
compact living in rural areas that provide better living conditions, healthier and safer living 
environment, and more importantly a civic-minded nation towards Independence. Not all 
the resettlement centres were new. In 1954, there are three (3) types of New Villages: 
proximately 32% of those which were entirely new (Type A); 24% of those which were built 
around and absorbed small existing villages (Type B); 16% those which were established as 
appendages to large villages or towns which maintaining a distinct identity of their own 
(Type C). The remaining 28% considered as unclassified.   
 
History and Development 
The 1st “Emergency” was declared at certain district of Perak and Johor on 16 June 1948, 
after 3 European planters (Arthur Walker, the manager of Eiplhi Estate on Lintang road in 
Sungai Siput near Ipoh, John Allison, manager and his assistant Ian Christian of Phin Soon 
Estate), a Chinese’s head laborer (Senai Estate, Johore) and a contractor (who was a 
Kuomintang supporter, on an estate in Taiping Perak) were murdered by the Malayan 
National Liberation Army (MNLA), the armed wing of the Malayan Communist Party (MCP) 
on 16 June 1948. “A state of Emergency” was declared on 18 June 1948 for the entire 
Federation of Malaya as well as Singapore when the British government pressured by 
European community when MNLA began attacking rubber plantations, mines and police 
stations, derailing trains and burning workers’ houses.   
 
The term ‘Emergency’ and not ‘War’ is declared as it is considered a civil issue. Economically, 
with the declaration of ‘Emergency’ the colonial government could maintain its interest in 
Malaya and also benefit financially from insurance coverage in London, as insurers would 
not have compensated plantation and mine owners if it had been labeled a ‘war’. Politically, 
Malayan Communist Party (MCP) was denied its political legitimacy, and the term 
‘Communist Terrorist’ is used to strengthen its political purpose. Socially, it is time for the 
colonial government to seriously address the long standing squatter issues in the fridge of 
major towns and rural areas in Malaya with twofold, to bring these squatters to better 
governance under close monitoring, and also to cut the aid (food, medicine and 
information) to the CT.   
 
The imperial policies experience in Malaya has led to development of an integrated civil-
military response to the development of the use of minimum force. The Emergency lasted 
for 12 years (1948 to 1960), and can be grouped into 3 phases: The defensive period (June 
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1948 to Oct 1951) in which the government shaped its counter-insurgency tactics and 
policies; an offensive period (April 1952 to May 1954) when the administration struck back 
and gradually won the ‘hearts and minds’ of the people; and from June 1954 to 1960 as a 
period marked by eventual victory over the communists.   
 
Malayan economy was one of the most prosperous and valuable assets in the British 
Empire at the time especially during the post-WWII period, whereby one-third of the worlds’ 
total output of natural rubber, over half of the world’s tin. On 25th June 1950 the Korean 
War broke out. The international tensions catapulted the price boom of raw materials, 
particularly rubber and tin since early 1950 providing economic impact and subsequently 
counter insurgency strategies and measures in Malaya.     
 
Lieutenant-General Harold Briggs was appointed as the Director of Operations on 3 April 
1950. He realized the importance of isolating the insurgents from their sources of food and 
creating a sense of security in populated areas so that people would be more willing to 
provide information. He also persuaded the High Commissioner, Sir Henry Lovell 
Goldsworthy Gurney, to set up committees containing representatives of all civil and 
military agencies involved in the campaign so that a coordinated response to the insurgents 
could be formulated. The policy was developed from “coercion and enforcement” in 1950 
to win the “hearts and minds” of villagers in 1951 for British Government to defeat the 
communist insurgency - “resettlement and Regroupment.    
 
A 3-tier command and committee (later named ‘Brigg’s Plan) to improve the Emergency 
administration and inter-agency coordination with aim to eliminate the MCP’s forces and its 
mass organization (Min Yuen) – as counterinsurgency strategies: The Federal War Council 
(FWC), the State and Settlement War Executive Committees (SWEC) and the District War 
Executive Committees (DWEC). The FWC comprised the Director of Operations, the Chief 
Secretary, the General Officer Commanding, the Air Officer Commanding, the 
Commissioner of Police, and the Secretary of Defence. The SWECs were composed of the 
Chief Minister (Menteri Besar), the British Advisor, the Chief Police Officer, the senior Army 
commander, and a full-time Secretary. DWECs consisted of the District Officer, and senior 
police and army representatives. The FWC responsibility was to meet weekly and formulate 
policy, and coordinate all the necessary resources to implement these policies. The actual 
execution of policy lay with the SWECs and DWECs. The British Government in Malaya also 
tried to win over the ‘hearts and minds’ of the people of Malaya through a propaganda and 
psychological warfare programme, and the promise of a movement towards independence. 
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In January 1951, Briggs sent a memorandum to all the SWECs outlining major guidelines for 
resettlement and in June 1951, the resettlement programme was in full swing. A purpose 
built new villagers with clean water, proper housing, education and medical care were 
provided. The Resettlement involved 2 processes: Regrouping and Relocation, through 3 
main methods: military force; providing financing support to rebuild new homes in NV; or to 
collaborate with MCA in resettling the squatters. There are ten (10) major principles/ 
guidelines for resettlement outlined by Briggs in January 1951. 
 

1. Where possible, resettlement villages were to be located on main roads or other 
major transportation arteries. 

2. Villagers were to be relocated, wherever possible, on rolling terrain to promote 
drainage 

3. Squatters were to be concentrated into compact villages which were fenced-in and 
protected by a police post capable of commanding the entire village, most 
particularly, the village gate 

4. Villages were to be sited in such a manner as to minimize squatter dislocation, and 
apart from security, the most important aspect to be considered in deciding upon a 
site had to be the economy of the future settlers 

5. Standardised disturbance grants were paid to all squatters forced to vacate their 
homes and a subsistence allowance to each individual forced to give up their land 
or job upon moving to the new site. 

6. Generally, there should be no more than 6 houses (families) per acre of residential 
land. This permitted each family to have a vegetable garden on their house lot if 
they so desired 

7. Sufficient water was to be supplied, either from adjacent towns, or from wells within 
the village, health and fire regulations were expected to be observed. 

8. Amenities such as schools, dispensaries, community centres, et had to be provided 
as quickly as possible 

9. Sufficient agriculture land of good quality was to be provided for all agriculturists 
forced to abandon their previous holdings. Agriculturists should have their land 
situated within 2 to 3 miles of the villages to enable them to transport manure from 
their stay in the villages to their fields. 

10. Estate workers had to be within 2 miles of their places of employment 
 
Sir Gerald Walter Robert Templer took over the post of High Commissioner and Director of 
Operations in Feb 1952, after Sir Henry Lovell Goldsworthy Gurney after killed in an 
ambused by CTs 6 Oct 1951, and Lieutenant-General Harold Briggs retired by end-1951. He 
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embraced Briggs Plan and ensures the command structure was established. He placed 
great emphasis on the need to win the ‘hearts and minds’ of the population, and continued 
the resettlement of squatters/ villagers, with promised independence once the communist 
insurgents had been defeated.   
 
The new Citizenship Bill was passed by the Federal Legislative Council in May 1952. After 
each state had passed its own Nationality Laws, both the Federation of Malaya Agreement 
(Amendment) Ordinance and the State Nationality Laws came into effect. The new law 
conferred citizenship status on 2,727,000 Malays and Orang Asli, 1,157,000 Chinese, and 
222,000 Indians as state nationals and citizens across the Federated colony. With 
citizenship, people were entitled to participate in future state and federal elections. The 
British then initiated the political process by introducing elections at the local and state 
levels and finally, at the federal level. The 1st elections were held in George Town, Penang 
on 1 Dec 1951, and saw a turnout of over 72% of registered voters. These elections were 
followed by the passage of the Local Councils Ordinance in 1952, whereby previously 
established village committees were gradually converted to councils. Local Councils 
acquired the power to impose taxes, rates and fees for maintenance and expenditure. The 
first local elections of national consequence were the Kuala Lumpur Municipal Council 
elections in 1952.   
 
The Colonial government pushed for the creation of the Home Guard to boost the 
numbers and effectiveness of the police force in Malaya. The Emergency (Home Guard) 
Regulations introduced in 1950 authorized the male aged between 18 and 55 to perform 
part-time duties as a Home Guard. At the initial stage, their role is just to provide a small 
local force to assist the police with certain static duties, and was unarmed due to the 
concern of trust. Sir Gerald Templer involved the local population in the fight against the 
communist terrorist by increasing the number of Malay battalions and strengthening the 
Home Guard raised to defend the new villages. Major General E.B. de Fonblanque was 
appointed as Inspector General in April 1952 to reorganize Home Guard Units. The Home 
Guard organization and training was at the Federal level, and State Commander and District 
Home Guard Officer were made responsible for Home Guard training at the State and 
District level, as well as to administer the Home Guard Units. Both of them were also staff 
officers of the SWEC and DWEC. At the local level, the Home Guard Committees controlled 
the nomination of Home Guards. Additionally, the State and District Advisory Committees 
consisting of representatives of all the communities, as well as the planters and miners, and 
Home Guard Units were organized into battalions, companies, platoons and sections. 
These measures helped unite the racially divided Malayan people.   
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The China Inland Mission has spent 85 years devoted its entire work in China in providing 
schools and churches. John Sinton (China Inland Mission – Oversea Missionary Fellowship) 
announced at Shanghai to totally evacuate (600 Mission workers plus over 200 kids) from 
China between 1950 and 1953, after China Communist took over the China government in 
1949. The colonial government view missionary bodies can provide important medical (free 
and medical for all), welfare (scholarship), educational (literacy class, night-school and adult 
education programmes, training on modern agriculture techniques) and evangelistic 
(prayer meeting and services, home and group visits, youth fellowship programmes, 
administering the sacraments such as baptisms) works as temporary measure to the 
settlers until the infrastructure for each new village is built up. On 24 Aug 1950, the colonial 
government in Malaya requested Stanley H Dixon, the General Secretary of the conference 
of missionary societies of Great Britain and Ireland, to persuade many of the ex-china 
missionaries in England to work in Malaya. In April 1951, Mr L.T.Lyall, a mission 
representative in Malaya, was making a survey in Malaya of the needs in Malaya. Although 
about 300 Mission workers have left China, the remaining 300 Mission may temporary be 
placed at Malaya to aid federation squatters, and these missionary workers will need to 
return and continue to their work. The workers, especially European missionaries, will be 
able to read, write and speak Mandarin. They will undergo training in the Hokkien, Hakka, 
Cantonese and other Chinese dialects before being sent to the new villages. In 1952, the 
Overseas Missionary Fellowship (China Inland Mission) will have about 60 Christian welfare 
workers missionaries that include Doctors, nurses, teachers and agriculturists working in 
new villages in the Federation of Malaya. On 6 June 1952, 18 of them were already serving 
in 10 new villages in Johore and Selangor. 
 
Sir Gerald Templer also set up a co-coordinating committee of representatives of Churches, 
missionary bodies and voluntary organizations in Feb 1952. The Malayan Christian Council 
(MCC) includes the Anglican Church in Malaya, Methodist Church in Malaya, Women’s 
Methodist Missionary Society, Chinese Presbyterian Church in Malaya, Overseas Missionary 
Fellowship (China Inland Mission), Overseas Missionary Fellowship (Anglican Section), 
English Presbyterian Church in Malaya, United Lutheran Mission in Malaya, Salvation Army, 
and the Chinese Native Evangelistic Crusade. Other group not working with MCC are Life 
(Bible Presbyterian) Church, Church of Christ, Independent Church of Tai Hong, Cha’ah 
Christian Church, Evangelise China Fellowship, and Honolulu Church Mission.   
 
The colonial government also acknowledged of the important of education especially 
primary education in New Villages to create a ‘contented communities’ and insulate them 
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from the communist terrorist. During the emergency, with the helped from its American 
and other allies, the colonial government tried to prevent the School Management 
Committee from being infiltrated by communist, by expanding the number of staff in the 
Chinese section of Education Department. The number of Chinese inspectors was 
increased from 10 in July 1948 to 35 by end of 1953. Their tasks include supervising the 
school registration, finance, curriculum, textbooks, health requirements and building 
maintenance and registering all schools, teachers and members of School Management 
Committee, under Registration of School Ordinance no 7, 1950. The Resettlement Officer 
able to choose suitable local leaders (pro-colonial government and anti-communist) for the 
School Management Committee (or the Education Committee of the Local Council) when 
granting the village government aid. This process indirectly controls recruitment curriculum 
and textbooks. In May 1952, full time training school for Chinese teachers in Malaya was set 
up to equip local Chinese to teach in English, Malay and Chinese. For the first time, Chinese 
teachers were also given training for citizenship with special attention being given to all 
kinds of extra-mural activities such as scouts and guides. All teachers were politically vetted 
by several government departments including Chief Education Office, Special Branch and 
Central Criminal Records Office.The primary school is for children ages between 7 and 12, 
but ‘Emergency Classes were provided for children over 12 and there were evening classes 
for adults, who had had their schooling interrupted or terminated during the Japanese 
Occupation and postwar period. The local branch MCA donated money to build Chinese 
Schools at the initial stage, and in 1951 federal government with assist and missionary 
group to fund school buildings and teachers’ quarters(construction and maintenance), and 
the role of school maintenance was taken over by the state government. In Feb 1952 out of 
the 500 new villages, 216 schools were constructed with total of 957 classrooms to 
accommodate 39,744 students or 39% of primary school population. This support for 
education was seen as a means to assert more control over and assist in the remaking of 
Chinese new villagers, with some flexibility in matters of culture and local identity, for 
instance, Sungai Blank New Village (Min Tek) School. School names of ‘Chung Hwa’, ‘Hwa 
Chiao’ and ‘Mah Hwa’ were discouraged and in favour of Malayan place names.     
 
For economic sustainability, lands for agriculture were provided within 2 to 3 miles of these 
new villages so to ensure villagers can commute between new home and farm land easily. 
Besides, the colonial government also encouraged villagers to form co-operative to market 
their products. This initiative through a month-long training course to AROs in managing 
stores and marketing, then having AROs to assist villagers in setting up their own 
producers. A later stage, the government provided a 14 days training course for New Village 
managers and bookkeeping for local members across the country.    
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Within the New Village (NV), witness the setting up of omnipresence of government agents 
(District Officer, Assistant District Officer, Chinese Affair Officer, Assistant Chinese Affairs 
Officers, New Village Headmen in charge of daily administration), assistant in development 
of community based institutions (Village Committee later known as local council, Home 
Guard unit as self-defense organization, MCA as political party, co-operatives for taking care 
of farming by villagers, missionary bodies as religion, brigade for fire safety, st john 
ambulance, etc), including the Chinese/ Malay/ Tamil education system.    
 
The British government also recognized the strategic importance of the Malayan aborigines 
(Orang Asli) to the MCP, who use the tribes as effective ‘radar’, warning them of 
approaching security forces or as guides, porters and cultivators of food for communist 
units. In 1953, with the appointment of Richard Noone for Department of Aborigines, jungle 
forts as military outposts were set up, whereby each fort with a police post under the 
command of a British Lieutenant, and was manned by a platoon trained in jungle warfare. 
In addition to security, the government provided socio economic incentive to win Orang Asli 
support and friendship by setting up trading posts, building elementary schools and 
providing medical aid. There were 10 outpost-forts deep in the Malayan jungles by end-
1954. By March 1953, the attributes necessary for a successful NV had been defined as “ a 
modicum of agriculture land and the granting of long-term land titles, and adequate water 
supply, a reasonably well functioning village committee, a school which could accommodate 
at least a majority of the Children, a village community centre, road of possible standards 
and with side drains, reasonable conditions of sanitation and public health, a place of 
worship, trees along main street and padang, an effective perimeter fence, a flourishing 
Home Guard, a reasonably friendly feeling towards the Government and the Police.” 
 
When Sir Gerald Templer finally left his post in Oct 1954, most of Malaya was secured 
(within the barbed wired). Before April 1950, a total population of 18,500 resettled in new 
villages, while by end-1954, a total population of 572,917 resettled in over 480 new villages 
in 12 states of Peninsular Malaya. By the end of 1955, MCP’s armed forces were reduced 
from 8,000 jungle fighters in 1951 to an estimated 3,000 men and women. Besides, the 
frequency of incidents had decreased from a maximum of 500 to 65 per month. 
Additionally, more areas in Malaya were declared ‘white areas’.   
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Three (3) external factors forced the MCP leaders to adjust their political strategy towards a 
peace negotiation to end the Emergency and anti-colonial war: 

1. The war had shifted from ‘armed struggle’ to ‘peaceful coexistence’, ie the First 
Indochina war against the French 

2. The communist and Workers’ Parties of the British Commonwealth held  a meeting 
in London in April 1954, and advocated negotiations and ceasefire resolutions 

3. The China’s Prime Minister Chou En Lai took a moderate line on colonialism and its 
future at the Afro-Asian Conference at Bandung in 1955. 

 
On 28 and 29 Dec 1955, the peace talks between the Alliance Government (The chief 
minister of Federation – Tunku Abdul Rahman, Chief Minister of Singapore – David Marshall, 
the President of MCA – Tan Cheng Lock) and the MCP (Chin Peng, head of central 
Propaganda Department – Chen Tian, senior MCP leader and representative of the Malayan 
Malay Nationalist Party – Rashid Maidin) were held at a local school in Baling, Kedah. 
Although both parties not able to finalize the detailed due to its positions, the discussion 
proceeded and resulted in a press statement signed by both whereby MCP would end all 
hostilities, and lay down its arms and disband the guerilla forces, if the newly elected 
government of the Federation obtained complete control of internal security and local 
armed forces. 
 
In Jan and Feb 1956, Tunku Abdul Rahman led a delegation to London for a Constitutional 
Conference, with the press statement signed by both parties during the Baling Talk, the 
British Government agrees to both conditions that led to the independence of Malaya on 
31 August 1957. With the independence, Tunku Abdul Rahman became the Minister for 
Internal Defence and Security apart from being a Chief Minister. However, the Emergency 
only officially declared as ended on 31 July 1960. 
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Below slides presentation prepared by Ar Dr Goh Ai Tee, and shared with Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, New Village Division on 23 February 2024, during the 
briefing session. The information shared include the brief history of the Emergency, the 
Briggs Plan, shortlisting New Villages, selection criteria, proposal for serial nomination, 
attributes and activities involved by members of NVWG in research, workshop and 
presentation from mid-June 2023 t0 mid-February 2024. Besides, it also includes the 
proposed schedule for the ministry to consider in listing of NVs in Malaya in respect to the 
inclusion of the programme under the upcoming TGA 2026.     
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2.1.2 2-Day Workshop on 29-30 April 2024 organized by Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, New Village Division: Brainstorming with Experts on Draft Master Plan for New 
Villages from 2026 to 2035.  

 

  

  
Figure 2.1.2: 2-Day Workshop on 29-30 April 2024 organised by Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, New Village Division 



ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 3 (30 JUNE 2024) 

NVWG/3/02-25 
 

The planning, social cultural, and economic perspectives were reviewed, and suggestion 
from experts were collected by the current government to scrutinized and planning 
forwards. More efforts are required to educate the public for the important of conservation 
for cultural heritage, and capacity building on management and maintenance of cultural 
heritage within new villages. Voices from residents in new villages particularly on the 
initiative for listing new villages are one of the main concerns of government. The balance 
between development plan by maintaining the cultural heritage value within the new 
villages are crucial in ensuring the success of listing of new village. 
 
The Malayan New Villages may be good exemplars of disaster and conflict resilient heritage. 
The built form reflecting the socio-cultural of the communities at the time, with socio-events 
reflecting the communities’ beliefs. However, the built structure likely be adopting concept 
of continually upgrade that follow the socio-economic development. Therefore, argument 
within this study on what to preserve, tangible or intangible heritage especially with cases of 
total rebuilding of villages and restructured of the communities. The discourse and analysis 
on these models may provide insight on resilience strategies in safeguarding cultural 
heritage and suggest guidelines beyond the Venice Charter 
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2.2 SYMPOSIUM #4: Sekinchan New Village (Site A, Site B, Site C) 
 

“Second Glance: New Vision for New Village – Pencalonan Kampung Baru Di 
Malaysia Sebagai Tapak Warisan Dunia UNESCO” was held on 27 April 2024 at 
Sekinchan. One day event jointly organised between ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG, and 
Persatuan Kebajikan Tiong Hua Sekinchan. Below photos taken at Hakka 
Association, Sekinchan, Selangor, Malaysia.  

 
27 April 2024, Saturday 
Venue: Hakka Association, Sekinchan, Selangor, Malaysia 
8:00 Registration 
9:00 Site Visit to Sekinchan Site A, Site B and Site C 
11:20 Workshop 

Opening Speech by Ar. Tiong Kian Boon, President ICOMOS Malaysia 
Presentation of Proposal for Nomination for Sekinchan Site A, Site B, Site C 
by Eric lee Lih Perng 

12:40 Lunch 
13:30 Visit to Hakka Museum in Sekinchan 
14:00 Workshop 

Presentation by Village Head of Site C 
Presentation by Village Head of Site B 
Presentation by Village Head of Site A 
Presentation by Hakka Association Sekinchan 
Presentation by Hokkien Daerah Kuala Selangor Sabak Bernam 
Presentation by Teo Chew Association, Sekinchan 
Presentation by Ko Chow Association, Sekinchan 
Presentation by Kwangsi Association, Sekinchan 
Presentation by Hai Nam Association, Daerah Sabak Bernam 

16:00 Tea Break 
16.30 Summary remarks and next NV for Symposium (Tiang Dua NV, Melaka) by 

Ar. Dr. Goh Ai Tee, Chair of ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG 
16.45 Closing remarks by Rosli Hj Nor, Former Director of Conservation and 

Archeology, National Heritage Department 
17:00 End 
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Figure 2.2.1 Flyer - Symposium #4  
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Figure 2.2.2  
Symposium #4 – Sekinchan NV (Site A, Site B, Site C) at Hakka Association Sekinchan 
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Figure 2.2.3 Sekinchan NV (Site C) 
 

   

  
Figure 2.2.4 Sekinchan NV (Site B) 
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Figure 2.2.5  Sekinchan NV (Site A) 
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Figure 2.2.6: Visit: Army camp close to Sekinchan Site A 
 

 

  
Figure 2.2.7 Visit to Hakka Museum, Sekinchan Selangor 
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Below slides presentation prepared by Eric Lee Lih Perng on Sekinchan NV (Site A, Site B, 
Site C) and presented during the Symposium #4 for sharing.  
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2.3 Workshop: Writing Up for Listing Proposal 
 
2.3.1 A Brief Introduction of Berapit New Village by Bukit Mertajam New Village Cultural 

Mapping Project Group  
 Prepared by Alan the Aug 2022 & Nov 2023 (Edition) 
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2.3.2 Rasah New Village: From Settlement to New Village  
 Prepared by Chin Soong Kead  
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2.3.3 Papan New Village: Transforming a ghost town into a heritage gem 
 Prepared by Jacky Chew  
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2.3.4 Cha’ah New Village: An Unique ‘Rural’ Cultural Landscape in Malaysia – Colonial 
Planning Idea with Community Architecture 

 Prepared by Ar. Dr. Goh Ai Tee 
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2.3.5 Titi New Village, Negeri Sembilan: City within The City 
 Prepared by Chin Soong Kead 
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2.3.5 Nomination Process for the UNESCO World Heritage Listing 
 Prepared by Rosli Hj Nor 
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2.4 ICOMOS CIVVIH Aisa-Pacific Sub-Committee Online Seminar 
 29 May 2024 

 
Below slides presentation prepared by by Ar. Dr. Goh Ai Tee and presented during the 
online Seminar.  
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2.5 International Correspondents and Youth Talents Exchange Meeting 
 28 May 2024, Organized by Asian Network of Industrial heritage (ANIH) 
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The talk outlining examples showcasing the principle of ICOMOS Malaysia in 
encourage empower and embrace the EP involvement since its formation years in 
2014. To further enhance the integration of EP into all levels of ICOMOS, in 2019, 3 
keys areas of improvement were introduced: Educate, Expose and Enable. Activities 
were specifically crafted under different ICOMOS’s scientific groups, and each of 
these activities allow better exposure (Public Private Partnership), secure 
intergenerational engagement (male/ female, and mixed ages), so to promote 
professionalism during early stages of their education. The talk covers projects 
under shared built heritage, Courtyard Heritage Assembly, and New Village Working 
Group. The discussion focus on how we can get more young professionals involved 
in terms of international networking.  
 
Below slides presentation prepared by by Ar. Dr. Goh Ai Tee and presented during 
the online Seminar.  
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2.6 PAM Architectural Heritage: Conservation Course For Architects 
 4 November 2023, Organized by PAM Humna Settlement, heritage and 

Conservation Committee (HCC)  

  
  

Below slides presentation prepared by by Ar. Dr. Goh Ai Tee and presented during 
the Conservation Course for Architects.   
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03 PRELIMINARY VISIT  
 
3.1 Sungai Way New Village (renamed Seri Setia), Selangor  

History Corridor of Sg Way New Village launched on 12 December 2021, managed 
by Community, support by local council) 
(Photos taken by Ar Dr Goh Ai Tee on 3 August 2023) 
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3.2 Mambang Di Awan New Village, Kinta, Perak 
 (Photos taken by Ar. Dr .Goh Ai Tee on 18 August 2023) 
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3.3 Sungai Durian New Village, Kinta, Perak  
 (Photos taken by Ar. Dr, Goh Ai Tee on 18 August 2023) 
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3.4 Tanjung Tualang New Village, Kinta, Perak 
 (Photos taken by Ar. Dr .Goh Ai Tee on 18 August 2023) 
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3.5 Timah New Village, Kinta, Perak  
 (Photos taken by Ar. Dr .Goh Ai Tee on 18 August 2023) 
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 3.6 Tronoh Mines New Village, Kinta, Perak  
 (Photos taken by Ar. Dr .Goh Ai Tee on 18 August 2023) 
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3.7 Ampang Baru New Village, Perak  
 Outdoor Display – Story of Ampang NV  

(Photos taken by Kenneth Wong See Huat on 20 August 2023) 
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3.8 Bukit Siput New Village, Segamat, Johor  
 (Photos taken by Ar. Dr .Goh Ai Tee on 28 August 2023) 
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3.9 Tanah Hitam New Village, Chemor, Perak 
 (Photos taken by Dr. Francis Loh Kok Wah on 21 January 2024) 
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3.10 Kampung  Baru Tok Kong, Kota Bharu, Kelantan 
 (Photos taken by Ar. Dr. Goh Ai Tee on 24 June 2024) 
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3.11 Padang Lembu New Village, Kuala Muda, Kedah 
 (Photos taken by Ar. Dr. Goh Ai Tee on 25 June 2022) 
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Chapter 4.1 

Tiang Dua New Village, Melaka 

Author 
Jenny TONG Mei Zhen, graduated from Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts and 
Social Sciences, New Era University College. 
Translator  
LIM Han Cong, graduated from Department of Chinese Studies, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, Universiti 
Malaya. 
Supervisor 
LEW Bon Hoi, Professor, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, Head of Centre of Malaysian History, New Era 
University College. 

 

Tiang Dua New Village Overview 

In the mid-twentieth century, Malaya underwent drastic changes during the British colonial 
rule, including the implementation of The Briggs Plan. As one of the few villages in Melaka, 
and indeed in the whole of Malaysia, where a large number of Lei Zhou people were 
gathered, Tiang Dua New Village is of great significance to study. In this paper, the historical 
background of the establishment of Tiang Dua New Village and the impact of the 
introduction and implementation of the Briggs Plan on the villagers will be examined in 
detail through the use of official documents from the Malaysia National Archives, 
newspapers and magazines, as well as through in-depth interviews with the villagers of 
Tiang Dua. 
 
A state of emergency was declared in Malaya in 1948 and lasted for 12 years until 1960. 
The establishment of new villages stemmed from the British colonial government's 
introduction of this programme during the state of emergency in order to effectively 
contain the Communist Party of Malaya (CPM). In the context of this policy, residents living 
in the suburbs, especially the ethnic Chinese, were forcibly evicted from their homes and 
resettled with others from the neighbourhood to a new way of life in the Resettlement Area 
(RA) designated by the colonial government. After the end of the state of emergency, the 
collective life of the new village was not disrupted, but rather the collective lifestyle of the 
new village continues to this day. This is the case of the Tiang Dua Resettlement Area in 
Melaka, which is the study area for this paper. 
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Tiang Dua New Village is located ten miles north-east of Melaka (Lam Yau Yu 1992: D230) 
and is part of the Ayer Molek1(Ayer Molek) district in the Central District of Melaka. Under 
the Emergency Regulations 1948(F. of M. No. 10 of 1948), George Evan Cameron Wisdom, 
Resident Commissioner (Resident Commissioner) of the State of Melaka, under the 
authority of the Emergency Regulations 1951, Regulation 17 FA2, declared that after 20 
December 1951, no person shall reside or continue to reside in the Control Area. person 
shall not reside or continue to reside in any part of the Controlled Area (Controlled Area 
Order)3 other than the prescribed residential curtilage.4 in Lab. M:6/51(MC.3), November 
1951) This meant that the "concentration camp" life of the residents of Tiang Dua New 
Village had begun. 
 
According to the archives collected so far, the first official government record of Tiang Dua 
New Village was on 4 September 1951, when it was listed in the Colonial Secretariat's List of 
Colonies. (No. (39) in RCOM. 980/ 50, C.A.M. No. 32 / 1951, Resettlement Areas(New Village), 
September 1951) In addition, according to a letter from the District Officer of the Central 
District of Melaka dated 16 December 1955, the tenants were notified to register as tenants 
of the village in a colony under the jurisdiction of the District Officer. Notification to tenants 
that the registration of eight new villages under the Central District had been effected, 
including Tiang Dua New Village. (DOM.137/53/65, C.A.M. No. 32 / 51 / Pt 1, Resettlement 
Areas(General)(New Village), December 1955). However, due to the close proximity of the 
village to Jasin District, many people mistakenly believe that the village is part of Jasin 
District. In newspaper reports, journalists can still be seen misspelling Tiang Dua as a new 
village in Jasin District. 
 
In terms of the origin of the name of the new village, the villagers said that the area was 
already known as "Tiang Dua" before the establishment of the new village. (Jiang Guangwu, 
2023) Although the stories narrated by the villagers are very different, there is a common 
thread that cannot be ignored, that is, Tiang Dua is a translation of the Malay word "Tiang 
Dua"(two pillars). So there is no doubt about it. The following is a folktale about the "two 
pillars" that has been passed down in the new village of Tiang Dua: 

1. Tiang Dua is said to have originated from a story in the Malay countryside. A long 
time ago, local villagers would let their children walk alone to a small shop along the 

 
1 Ayer Molek can be translated into Chinese as "亞逸莫勒", which was also translated into "紅毛禮" and "紅毛叻" 
in earlier times. However, this article uses the official name of the state seat, Ayer Molek. 
2 The Permanent Commissioner has advised that this Order may be cited as section 58 of the Melaka Colonial 
Control Area Order 1951. 
3 Detailed information can be found in the National Archives file: RCOM.369/51. 
4 The file information is vague, so it is not possible to identify the specific detailed number of the file. 
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main road to do their shopping. The shop happened to have two pillars in front of it, 
hence the name "Tiang Dua". These two pillars were very tall and of considerable 
width, so much so that many families would dry their clothes on them. In those 
days, people did not have drying racks, but instead pulled a rope between the two 
poles to dry their clothes. Both posts were made of wood and were no more than 3 
metres high. (Chuah Carrie, Chan Kok Wei 2012: 2) 

2. At that time, the so-called "two pillars" stood right at the entrance to the new village. 
It is said that at that time, many villagers living in the neighbourhood went out to 
work in the urban areas. When they returned by bus, the bus drivers were required 
to park them at the "two pillars". Hence the name "Tiang Dua". (Zheng Jinguo, 
2023) 

 
Population composition 

Prior to the establishment of the Tiang Dua New Village, the 1947 British Government 
Census of the Malayan Population showed that the total population of Ayer Molek District 
was 294, with 183 and 111 males and females respectively. For children, the total number 
was 34, of which 21 and 13 were males and females respectively. (E.O.M. 103/1947, 
Registration of Chinese School Melaka, 1947). Newspaper reports indicate that the new 
village of Tiang Dua was established in November 1951. The original inhabitants were 
rubber cutters, farmers and businessmen from around Tiang Dua who had migrated to the 
area, with a population of 427. (Singapore Standard 1953: 1) 

Based on the information collected from the Ministry of Housing and Local Government of 
Malaysia in 50 Years of New Villages in Malaysia by Lim Teng Hwee and Song Wan Ying, 
Tiang Dua New Village was formally established in 1951 with 430 villagers at that time. Until 
1954, the population remained unchanged from the year of its establishment. (Lam Ting 
Fai, Sung Yuen Ying 2000: 149) However, in September of the same year, government 
records show that there were 453 villagers in Tiang Dua New Village. (C.A.M. No.32 / 1951, 
Resettlement Areas(New Village), September 1954)(C.A.M. No.32 / 51 / Pt 1, Resettlement 
Areas(General)(New Village), September 1954). According to the Melaka Settlement New 
Villages, there were 74 Chinese families in Tiang Dua New Village, 5 Malay families5 and no 
Indians, making the population of the New Village 453 at that time. 6(C.A.M. No. 32 / 51 Pt. 
1, Resettlement Areas(General)(New Village)) 

 
5 The interviewee, Chiang Kwong Mo, said that there had never been a Malay family in Tiang Dua New Village 
and that there was now only one Chinese-Muslim family, so he did not rule out the possibility of including the 
families of workers on the hillocks around Tiang Dua New Village in the early days. 
6 The year is not known; official archives mark the entire document, including this one, as spanning the years 
1955 to 1961. 
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On 22 July 1958, the Chinese population of Tiang Dua New Village was 550 according to the 
Melaka State Secretariat. (Ref: RCOM. 01437 / 64, Resettlement Areas(General)(New Village), 
22 July 1958) This figure is supported by another report, The population and the main 
dialects spoken in new village in the state of Melaka, 1958. The population and the main 
dialects spoken in new village in the state of Melaka,1958). The report also shows that the 
population of Tiang Dua new village in the Central District of Melaka was 550. (C.A.M. No.32 
/ 1951 Resettlement Areas(New Village), 1958) According to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, the population of Tiang Dua increased to 1,019 in 1970 over a period of 
20 years. In 1995, the population reached 2,100. (Lam Ting Fai, Sung Yuen Ying 2000:149) 

 

According to the Melaka State Secretariat in 1958, the principal dialect spoken in Tiang Dua 
New Village was Leizhou and Hokkien. (Ref: RCOM. 01437 / 64, Resettlement 
Areas(General)(New Village), July 1958) in The population and the main dialects spoken in 
new village in the state of Melaka, 1958. The population and the main dialects spoken in 
new village in the state of Melaka,1958) also labelled the main languages spoken in Tiang 
Dua New Village as Hokkien and Leizhou. According to an interview with students of 
Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman(UTAR) in 2012, the then village head, Dato' Liew Ah Kau, 
explained that the village had a population of more than 2,000 at that time, of which more 
than 1,100 were from Lei Zhou. (Chuah Carrie, Chan Kok Wei 2012:2)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4.1.1 
Tiang Dua New Village house gate number and house owner's domicile in 2023 
Note: This map was drawn and collected through the villager Wu Wenbao on the family name and place of 
origin of each family. 
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The information was eventually confirmed to be correct by Wu Wenbao, then village head 
Jiang Yuxian and former village head Jiang Guangwu. 
 
Table 4.3.1: Percentage of origin among Chinese villagers in Tiang Dua New Village, 2023 

Dialect 
Group 

Number of 
houses(households) 

Percentage(%) Number of 
families(households)7 

Percentage(%) 

Hokkien 38 41.758 28 40 
Leizhou  37 40.659 28 40 
Hakka  7 7.692 6 8.571 
Hainan 4 4.396 4 5.714 
Teo Chew 3 3.297 3 4.286 
Cantonese 2 2.198 1 1.429 
Total 91 100 70 40 
  
The distribution of origins in Tiang Dua New Village was already established as early as the 
1950s and has been maintained ever since. In particular, Hokkien and Leizhou were not 
only the main languages spoken in the early days of Tiang Dua, but still account for 40 per 
cent of the total, while Hakka, Hainan, Teo Chew and Cantonese together account for only 
20 per cent. According to oral interviews, the earliest immigrants to Tiang Dua San Tsuen 
were actually from Hokkien. Later on, a Leizhou man, Lam Hoi Wing, who worked as a 
foreman at the Dunlop Estate, migrated to Tiang Dua San Tsuen Gate No. 5. As he also ran 
a small business, he started to help his fellow Leizhou people from other districts to 
migrate to Tiang Dua San Tsuen as his financial strength and social status increased. This 
situation of mutual support and collaboration also validates the theory of geo-relationships 
put forward by Harvard University Professor Philip Alden Kuhn. According to Professor 
Philip Alden Kuhn, the "channel-small habitat" model of Chinese migrants is constructed 
through a network of potential connections between relatives and townships. The 
professor puts forward two important analytical concepts: "corridor" and "niche model". 
The so-called "corridor" refers to the extensive and close network of exchanges that these 
new immigrants have established between Nanyang and their hometowns, which involves 
not only the substantive two-way flow of people, capital and information, but also the virtual 
intertwining of emotions, cultures and beliefs. The "small living space" is a place where the 
various cultural elements and social institutions of the homeland are transferred to the 
Nanyang society. This "organisation" can be seen as an extension of the traditional 
networks of blood, geography and faith. (Kong Feili 2018: 460) Under Lin Kairong's 
leadership and call, a large number of Leizhou people from other places began to migrate 

 
7 Since there are as many as 21 vacant houses in Tiang Dua New Village, the number of households still living 
there is used to get a better picture of the distribution of the local origin. 
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to Tiang Dua New Village, and the population gradually balanced out with the local Hokkien 
population, forming a sizable community. As a result, Tiang Dua New Village came to be 
known as the "Leizhou of Nanyang". 
 

Architectural patterns 

Under the New Village Policy, residents living in the Diaspora around Tiang Dua were forced 
to migrate in mass to the new village of Tiang Dua. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to the plan of Tiang Dua New Village in 1951, it can be observed that the number 
of houses at that time was 86. However, in September 1954, the official records show that 
the number of houses in Tiang Dua New Village was only 79 houses. (C.A.M. No.32 / 1951, 
Resettlement Areas (New Village),1954) (C.A.M. No.32 / 51 / Pt 1, Resettlement 
Areas(General)(New Village), 1954) 

 

 
Figure 4.1.2 
Simple Plan of Tiang Dua New Village, 1951(C.A.M NO.70 / 1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 1951) 
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In January 1958, the number of houses in Tiang Dua New Village was 79, the number of 
deeds issued on real New Village and the number of deeds issued on agricultural land were 
28 plots each. It is noted on the file that at that time there were still other house lots and 
agricultural lots on which action was being taken to process applications. (Ref. DOM. 02348 
/ 2A, C.A.M. No. 32 / 51 Pt. 1, Resettlement Areas(General)(New Village, 1958)) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A comparison of the Tiang Dua New Village at its inception in 1951 and its present 
development in 2023 reveals that the houses, shops and public service buildings are largely 
a continuation of the British colonial layout. At the time of its inception, Tiang Dua had 87 
houses and shops, including two "kongsi houses" and a staff cottage. There were also two 
rubber smoking houses and a 'kongsi' packing shed. At the same time, a police station and 
a market were set up in the new village. 

 
Observations of the layout of the new village of Tiang Dua in 2023 show that the location of 
houses and shops has remained largely unchanged, but the door plates have undergone a 
major change. Villagers have indicated that the renewed title deeds have resulted in 
completely new door signs with completely different numbers to the original ones. The 
original rubber smoker's house and "kongsi" packing shed lot have been converted into 
three houses and an open space, while the staff cottage has been converted into two 

 
Figure 4.1.3 
Simple plan of Tiang Dua New Village, 2023 
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houses and four new houses have been added to the rear, and house number 46, which 
was used as one of the company houses in 1951, is now an open space. 
 
In terms of public facilities, the police station is still in its original location, but a new clinic 
has been added in the open space next door. In addition, a portion of the large playground 
in the new village is now used as the site for the Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School. The 
original market is now a community hall where villagers gather. 

 
New Village Development and Security Committee 

The Chinese New Village, an important institutional creation in Malaya's history, carried the 
political and military objectives of the Government during the Emergency in response to the 
armed struggle by the Communist Party of Malaysia (CPM). During the tenure of Sir Gerald 
Templer as the High Commissioner, the Malayan government implemented the Sinchon 
system in response to the threat of the Communist Party of Malaysia (CPM) armed struggle. 
This system brought the new villages under the direct authority of the High Commissioner's 
Office and the Operational Command for more effective implementation of the siege of 
CPM. 
 
The rapid establishment and management of new villages became an urgent response of 
the then British Government. However, the construction of new villages was carried out in 
haste and lacked systematic and long-term planning, which led to a variety of problems, 
particularly in terms of deficiencies in public facilities. Under the Local Government Act of 
1952, the state government established the Jawatankuasa Kemajuan dan Keselamatan 
Kampung(JKKK), or Village Committee, for short, as the New Village Development and 
Security Committee. "(Ho Kee Chye 2020:54) 
 
The Village Committees are mainly responsible for strengthening the link between the 
residents of the new villages and the Government, and for making recommendations to 
Members of Parliament at all levels on issues relating to the new villages. At the central 
government level, administrative units specializing in the management of new villages have 
been set up to assist in the handling of public affairs relating to the development of new 
villages. 
 
At the time of the establishment of the Tiang Dua New Village, the local government 
dealings were handled by the headmen, Lim Khai Weng and Lai Han Mui. Tragedy struck 
Tiang Dua New Village the year after it was established, however, when the two headmen 
fell to Communist Party of Malaya (CPM) force in 1952. As a result, the village's Ong 
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Zhaobing took over from the two men and became the new nominal headman of the 
village. However, at the meeting of the Tiang Dua New Village on 28 February 1955 under 
the leadership of the Secretary of the Chinese Affairs Department, the Village Council made 
important resolutions, namely, that it was decided to operate the Village Council separately 
from the School Committee, and that elections for the Village Council would be held on 13 
March of the same year. In addition, the meeting on that day also expanded on the new 
village committee system, i.e., seven new members were required to be added to the village 
committee membership, one of whom had to be a young person under 21 years of age. 
This resolution aims to enhance the participation of villagers and increase the transparency 
of the governance of the new village. (C.A.M. No. 70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 
February 1955) 
 
In addition, the Secretary of the Chinese Affairs Division introduced the establishment and 
role of the Chinese Advisory Board (CAB) and introduced one of the members of the CAB, 
Leong Ah Hong, to the villagers during the meeting, which aimed to provide villagers with 
more opportunities for participation, as well as a channel for them to seek advice and 
assistance, especially on major issues such as the Communist Party and other important 
issues. This initiative aims to provide villagers with more opportunities for participation and 
a channel to seek advice and help, especially when it comes to major issues such as the 
Communist Party, and villagers are afraid to go to the police station to report such issues. 
This has effectively increased the sense of security and trust of the residents of the new 
village in terms of law and order in the village and even the management. (C.A.M. No. 
70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, February 1955). 
 
On 13 March 1955, Tiang Dua New Village saw the first local village council elections. The 
results of the election were as follows. (C.A.M. No. 70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 
March 1955): 

Chairman : Goh Geok Wah 
Vice-Chairman: Hou Tien Sin 
Secretary : Lim Ah Heng8 
Treasurer : Lim Ting Seng 
Audit  : Yau Yok Be 
Clerk  : Teh Tong Kuan 
Youth representative: Tan Ah Choie9 

 
8 Lim Ah Heng resigned from his post as Secretary as he had moved his family to Negeri Sembilan Tampines. His 
application for resignation was approved on 27 July 1956 by the Chairman of the Village Council. 
9 Alias Tan Wee Sin 
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On 17 March 1955, the Secretary of the Chinese Affairs Department received a complaint 
about the dissatisfaction of the former village head, Mr. Wong Chiu Ping, with the results of 
the Tiang Dua New Village re-election. Not only did Wong Chiu Ping blatantly write the word 
"invalid" above the names of the elected village councilors on the notice board, he also 
published a critical poem on the notice board: 
 

How can you expect a harvest without seeds? 
the wind and the spirit of peace are at work here(idiom); seek peace with the 
wind and the spirit of truth 
I won't be able to forgive you when I've used up all my energy. 
Don't worry if you don't go backward. 

 
Shia Kee Hwa, Assistant Resettlement Officer of Tiang Dua New Village, stated in a later 
report that Wang Zhaobing thought that he should be automatically retained as Chairman 
and that he therefore had a somewhat unhappy attitude towards the results of the Village 
Committee election. (C.A.M. No. 70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, May 1955) 
  
At the Village Council meeting on 27 May 1955, the Chinese Affairs Officer introduced Yong 
Yau Pin to the villagers, who was to formally take over from Shia Kee Hwa as the Assistant 
Resettlement Officer (A.R.O.) of Tiang Dua New Village on 1 August 1955 (C.A.M. No. 
70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, May 1955), and the villagers were told that he was 
going to take over from Shia Kee Hwa as the A.R.O. (A.R.O.). (C.A.M. No. 70/1951 F, Tiang 
Dua Resettlement Area, May 1955). At a meeting of the Tiang Dua Village Council on 28 
June 1957, the Central Chinese Affairs Officer(C.A.O.), Mr. Li San Francisco, suggested that 
the Village Council should set up a Welfare Fund to help villagers in need, and Lim Chee 
Chong and Tan Wee Sin nominated Mr. Ong Choo Peng to be the person in charge of the 
Welfare Fund. (C.A.M No. 70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, June 1957) 
 
As an important unit of villagers' self-governance, the VC assumes the responsibility of 
maintaining community stability and promoting the development of new villages. The 
management and utilization of the Village Council Fund is directly related to the interests 
and development of the new village. It is fortunate that the monthly accounts of the Village 
Council Fund of Tiang Dua New Village for the period from 1955 to 1956 have been found 
in the National Archives. At the first meeting of the Tiang Dua New Village Council held on 
16 March 1955, it was unanimously decided that $2,055.23 of the Council's fund should be 
distributed as follows: $555.23 to be donated to the Tiang Dua Wah Elementary School; 
$1,200 to be deposited in the bank in the names of the trustees, Goh Geok Wah(Chairman), 
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Hou Tien Sin(Vice-Chairman) and Lim Ah Heng(Secretary); and the remaining $300 to be 
held in reserve by the treasury. 300 shall be held in reserve by the Treasury. (C.A.M No. 
70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, March 1955). By 27 January 1956, the Tiang Dua 
New Village Council meeting reported that $165.55 remained in liquid funds in the treasury 
and that the Council's bank account remained at $1,200, for a total of $1,365.55. (C.A.M No. 
70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, January 1956) 
  
At the following meeting on 27 July 1956, the financial report of the Tiang Dua New Village 
Council showed that the Council had spent a total of $58 on the civic education course held 
on 15 June for the hospitality of the villagers and government officials who attended the 
course. Of this amount, $20 was contributed by the Information Department of Melaka and 
the balance was borne by the village council. At the same meeting, there was a balance of 
$104.10 left in the treasury's hands, while the Village Committee's bank account remained 
at $1,200. (C.A.M No. 70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, July 1956). At its meeting on 
28 September 1956, the Tiang Dua San Tsuen Village Council reported that the liquidity in 
the hands of the treasurer had increased to $144.35, while the Village Council's bank 
account was still maintained at $1,200(C.A.M No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 
September 1956). By the meeting of 30 November 1956, the liquidity of the treasury was 
further increased to $322.40 and the village bank account remained at $1,200. (C.A.M 
No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, November 1956) 
 
In terms of fund allocation, the village committee of Tiang Dua New Village has fully taken 
into account the development needs of the new village, such as education and public 
services, and has decided at meetings to allocate the fund for donations to schools, 
depositing it in the bank and keeping it on standby, reflecting the rational use of funds. At 
the same time, in terms of access management, the Village Council has established a 
trustee system and regularly reports on the financial situation, ensuring the safety and 
transparency of the funds. 
 

Cleanest New Village Competition 

The Secretary of the Committee of the Development of New Villages in Melaka wrote in his 
report that Tiang Dua New Village was the winner of the 1953 Cleanest New Village 
Competition for the Central District.10(C.A.M No.69/1952, Committee of the Development of 
New Village, July 1953) The report stated that Tiang Dua New Village was rated as the 
cleanest and most up-to-date of the seven new villages in Central Melaka for the past six 

 
10 Detailed information can be found in the National Archives file: RCOM.00377. 
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months. (Singapore Standard 1953:1). When Resident Commissioner H.G. HAMMETT visited 
the new village at Tiang Dua on 17 February 1955, he spoke highly of the cleanliness of the 
village. He praised the cleanliness of the new village, which was a great improvement on the 
one he had visited three years ago in Tiang Dua. (C.A.M No. 69/1952, Committee of the 
Development of New Village, 17 February 1955) 
 
Malayan Emergency 

In 1945, Japan, which had occupied Malaya for three years and eight months, surrendered. 
When the Japanese army withdrew from Malaya, the British army returned to Malaya. The 
Malayan Communist Party, the main force in the anti-Japanese war, was dissatisfied with 
the British army's appeasement conditions, so it returned to the forest and engaged in 
armed confrontation with the British army. In 1948, the British government saw that the 
activities of the Malayan Communist Party were becoming more frequent, so it appointed 
General Sir Harold Briggs as the commander of the anti-communist campaign. After the 
British government declared a state of emergency, Briggs launched the Briggs Plan also 
known as the New Village Plan. Under the Briggs Plan, residents living in the suburbs had to 
be concentrated in areas specified by the British government. Among them, the Chinese 
were targeted more clearly to prevent activities supporting the Malayan Communist Party 
from being carried out. 
 

Resettlement 

Tiang Dua New Village was established under such circumstances, so most of the residents 
came from nearby suburbs and plantation workers. In addition, under the leadership of the 
local headman Lin Kairong, a large number of Leizhou people from other areas, such as 
Bakri in Muar, Johor, and Merlimau in Jasin, Melaka, also began to migrate to Tiang Dua. (Lin 
Daoqing: 2023). On 24 November 1951, the chairman of the New Village Labour 
Regrouping Committee, KJ Henderson, sent a letter to the Melaka Land Revenue Officer 
regarding the reorganisation of New Village labour in Ayer Molek, reminding him that the 
New Villages and residential areas in the area had been declared as restricted areas under 
the British Government Regulation ER17 FA(1). Therefore, the Regulation would come into 
force 7 days after the publication in the Melaka State Gazette. In addition, the chairman 
also believed that it was reasonable to give the New Village owners until 20 December for 
the reorganization. Furthermore, the Chairman of the Committee also expressed deep 
concern for the living conditions of the workers. He reminded the Land Revenue Officers 
that they should put forward architectural requirements when discussing the allotment of 
housing land with the garden owners, and hinted that there should be some uniformity in 
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the architectural style. In addition, the Chairman suggested that the room for every four 
adults should be not less than 12” x 10” and windows should account for 10% of the area. 
Moreover, ventilation should be provided under the eaves and at the floor level, and 
concrete gutters should be installed. (No.2 in Lab.M.16/51(MC.3), 24 November 1951) 
 
At the beginning of its establishment, the land property rights of Tiang Dua New Village 
originally belonged to Yu Guangyuan, the owner of a nearby garden, but later the land was 
expropriated by the government for the implementation of the new village plan. (Zheng 
Jinguo, 2023) According to the villagers of Tiang Dua New Village, they vaguely remembered 
that they were required to move to the new village as quickly as possible, and it was a 
mandatory requirement. "We must move. Because when it was a British colony, the British 
soldiers limited your time to move. You must move within the last minute, otherwise they 
will arrest you. If you don't move, your whole family will be arrested with you."(Jiang 
Guangwu, 2023). On October 24, 1951, Lai Han Mei, the head of Tiang Dua New Village, 
expressed his concern to the Chinese Affairs Office about the government's demolition of 
Tiang Dua shophouses. He made it clear that most of the local residents were poor families 
and it was difficult to raise the approximately $3000-4000 required for immediate 
relocation. Lai Han Mei pointed out that there had been no riots in the Tiang Dua area, so 
the villagers generally hoped to be able to move to the new village gradually rather than 
move immediately.11(CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, October 1951). On 
1 November 1951, a curfew was declared throughout Ayer Molek, Melaka Tengah. 
However, this did not cover the road from Ayer Molek to Tiang Dua, 8 miles west. 
(Singapore Standard 1951:4) 
 

Movement restrictions 

After resettlement to the new village, the villagers of Tiang Dua began to live a "semi-open 
and semi-controlled" life. According to the Emergency Ordinance 1948(F. of M.No.10 of 
1948), the Resident Commissioner of Melaka State, George Evan Cameron Wisdom Under 
the authority of Section 17FA of the Emergency Act 1951, it was declared that after 20 
December 1951, no person would be allowed to be in any restricted area between 7pm 
and 6am the following day. 12in Lab.M:6/51(MC.3), November 1951) At that time, Tiang Dua 
was surrounded by eight-foot-high barbed wire and was located in Ayer Molek. A gate is set 
up on the main road to Tiang Dua. 
 

 
11 For more information, please refer to the National Archives: Ref:(1) in CAM 70/51(F) 
12 The archival information is unclear, so the specific detailed number of the file cannot be identified. 



ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 3 (30 JUNE 2024) 

 

NVWG/3/04-14 
 

Barbed Wire 
At the Tiang Dua Village Committee meeting on April 26, 1957, the village committee 
reported to the Central Chinese Affairs Officer, Li Jinsan, that the barbed wire fence was 
overgrown with weeds and needed to be taken care of. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua 
Resettlement Area, 26 April 1957) At the Tiang Dua Village Committee meeting on June 28, 
1957, when discussing security measures in the village, Li Jinsan, the Central Chinese Affairs 
Officer, informed the village committee that the government could only allocate $100 for 
the maintenance of the barbed wire fence and instructed the village head, Wu Yihua, to be 
responsible for this matter. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 28 June 
1957) 
 
Gate 
On April 16, 1952, a group of shop owners represented by Tan Chwee Kian jointly wrote to 
the MCA Melaka state chairman, requesting that another gate be added to the new village 
to facilitate the villagers and even consumers around the new village to come and shop. 
The letter mentioned that Tiang Dua only had one entrance and exit, which was the only 
gate in the village, so the villagers had to walk at least 25 miles to buy their daily necessities. 
As the actual distance for villagers to shop became longer, Tiang Dua businesses faced 
losses. Therefore, a group of business owners strongly requested to add another gate so 
that businesses around Tiang Dua can operate better. This joint letter was signed and 
stamped by the business owners, including: Lai Hanmei, Chop Bee Loon 13, Chopringgit 
Yan, Tan Kian Thong, Kwong Yong Huat, Yoon Loong, Chen Shuiqian, Lin Yuxing, Lin 14Jingui, 
Lin Zhaohua 15, 16Lin Yikun, Chaoxing, Wang Mudong, Kong Hin Loong 17, Etc. 18(CAM 
No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 16 April 1952). April 25, 1952, although the 
villagers had written to the MCA, this issue was beyond the scope of the MCA. Therefore, 
the MCA wrote to BTW Stewart, the Deputy Secretary of the Melaka Chinese Affairs Office, 
requesting that businesses around Tiang Dua add gates. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua 
Resettlement Area, 25 April 1952). April 28, 1952, the Deputy Secretary of the Chinese 
Affairs Office wrote to the Collector of Land Revenue, hoping that the other party would 
give him detailed feedback on the matter. 19(CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement 
Area, 28 April 1952) 

 
13 2754, BUKIT LINTANG, MELAKA. 
14 Bukit Rentong 
15AYER MOLEY, MELAKA. 
16AYER MOLEY. 
17 Melaka Air Iberit 
18 The signatures or seals of four other operators could not be clearly identified. 
19 For more information, please refer to the National Archives:( 3) RCOM(CA) 70/51.F 
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1952, the Land Revenue Officer made it clear in his reply that the local police insisted on 
guarding only one gate. But it also brought good news to the villagers, that is, the head of 
the police district had agreed that when Tiang Dua's self-defense group(Home Guard) was 
ready to assist, Tiang Dua would be allowed to open up fully. In addition, it was also 
revealed that Tiang Dua's Home Guard had been listed for review and training by the Civil 
Defense Department officials. 20(CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 5 May 
1952). In a letter dated May 9, 1952, Wong Koon Yoon, Deputy Secretary of the Chinese 
Affairs Office, also added that before the local Home Guard can officially start service, the 
existing gate will become the only entrance and exit of Tiang Dua New Village. 21(CAM 
No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 9 May 1952). Three years later, on 27 May 
1955, the suggestion of adding an extra gate was again raised by the village committee 
secretary, Lim Ah Heng. He suggested opening an additional small gate near Plot 9 so that 
farmers could go out to work and raise pigs through this small gate instead of having to 
walk to the main gate which was quite far from their houses. 
 
At that time, the village committee decided that the self-defense group would be 
responsible for opening the gate from 6 am to 7 pm. However, the cost of adding a gate 
was a concern for the farmers. Therefore, the Chinese Affairs Officer suggested that the 
village committee first apply to the District Officer for an additional gate. (CAM No.70/1951 
F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 27 May 1955) However, the matter of adding another small 
gate in the new village was formally rejected by the District War Executive Committee 
(DWEC) on July 28, 1955. ( CAM No.70 / 1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 28 July 1955) 
 
Food control 
In early 1949, the British government-imposed food controls on the new villages. FARELF 
22(Far East Land Force) headquarters stated that the British government's actions in the 
settlement areas were mainly aimed at preventing the Communists from obtaining food.  
Riley Sunderland 1964: 29) Food controls were managed by State and District War 
Executive Committees, which were composed of the main civilian military and police 
officials in the area. (Riley Sunderland 1964: IX) 
 

 
20 For more information, please refer to the National Archives: No. (9) in LOM 323-51 
21 For more information, see the National Archives:(5) in RCOM(CA) 70/51F. 
22 In 1951, FARELF was officially named. When General Templer became the commander of the Malayan 
Operation in 1952, he changed its name to Jungle Warfare School. On January 4, 1972, the British troops 
withdrew from it and it was officially taken over by Malaysia. Nazaruddin bin Mohamed announced that the 
school was officially renamed " Pusat Latihan Tempur Tentera Darat”(PULADA). 
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At about 4:00 pm on August 3, 1954, the Asst. Controller of supplies, the Chief Food 
Inspector and a Chinese food inspector conducted a search at the GAN CAI SOON grocery 
store at No. 7, Tiang Dua New Village. During the search, they found 79 catties of rice and 
22 catties of sugar, of which 48 catties of rice and 12 catties of sugar were confiscated by 
the Food Control Department. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 12 August 
1954). The incident was reported by the shop owner GAN CAI SOON to Li Jinshan, an official 
of the Melaka Central Chinese Affairs Office, on August 6, 1954. In order to confirm the 
facts, the Chinese Affairs Office conducted an on-site investigation on August 7, 1954 and 
requested independent witnesses. During the investigation, Chen Shuiqian, a Hokkien 
businessman from Tiang Dua New Village, and Wu Yihua, secretary of the New Village 
Committee, provided oral testimony, and neither of them made any adverse remarks 
against GAN CAI SOON. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 12 August 1954) 
 
Officials from the Chinese Affairs Office said that based on the report of the Chief Food 
Inspector, GAN CHAI SOON may be charged with displaying controlled sugar in stock 
without a license to sell rice, oil and sugar. According to Regulation 15 of the British Military 
Administration Proclamation No. 10, any person who holds or controls any controlled 
substance in a manner that gives reasonable suspicion that he has or intends to violate this 
Proclamation in relation to controlled substances shall be charged with an offence in 
violation of this Proclamation. However, it is important to note that Tiang Dua Baru and its 
surrounding roads were declared a white area on 22 October 1953 under Section 17EA of 
the White Area and Emergency Ordinance and recorded in the Melaka Colony State 
Government Gazette. The proclamation was intended to control and ration food to prevent 
black market activities which were prevalent at the time due to severe food shortages. 
However, it is logically unreasonable to continue to use the ordinance after Tiang Dua had 
been declared a white area. In addition, it should be pointed out that the amount of rice 
and sugar in Gan Cai Soon's shop was not a large amount of hoarding, so it was not enough 
to suspect that he was engaged in black market activities. Therefore, Li Jinshan said that he 
would discuss with the supply assistant investigator not to accuse Gan Cai Soon, because if 
the accusation was successful, it would have a negative impact on the villagers, and the 
villagers would think that the "white area" and its importance would become meaningless. 
(CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 12 August 1954) 
 
Home Guard  
Although there are police stations in new villages across the country, the government has 
also recruited nearly 7,000 full-time special auxiliary police (Special Constables) and 
thousands of part-time special auxiliary police across the country. However, the heavy 
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manpower burden is a big drain on the British government, which is also carrying out food 
control and military operations. Based on this, the British government decided to start 
training Home Guards (self-defense groups) in new villages. (Dobby 1952:177) 
 
For the British government, this measure not only allowed the villagers to participate in the 
maintenance of the safety of the new villages, but also enhanced the Chinese's sense of 
community participation and made them no longer succumb to the Malayan Communist 
Party. In addition, it also allowed the Chinese to put aside their prejudice against the British 
government and their distrust and suspicion of the police. In 1952, the Land Revenue 
Officer wrote to the Secretary of the Chinese Affairs Office, clearly stating that the Home 
Guards of Tiang Dua had been reviewed and trained by the Civil Defense Department 
officials. 23(CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 5 May 1952) 
 
At the village committee meeting on April 29, 1955, the village committee stated that it had 
invited District Officer HE Sequerah to officiate at the opening of the newly built Home 
Guard Post on May 28 next month. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 29 
April 1955) The district officer visited Tiang Dua New Village on May 28 as invited. (The 
Straits Times, 1955:11) (The Straits Budget, 1955:7) 
 
On May 2, 1955, the village committee decided to contact the owners of nearby gardens, 
hoping that they would donate generously to provide coffee, sugar, biscuits and other 
supplies to the self-defense group on night shift every month. Among them, Goh Geok Wah 
and Hou Tien Sin contacted Nam Hoe and See Heng Sun; Yau Yok Bee and Jantan 
contacted Yu Guangyuan; Lim Ah Heng contacted Teck Eng. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua 
Resettlement Area, 2 May 1955).  
 
There was an unfortunate incident in Tiang Dua where a child fell into a water-filled Self-
Defense Corps air-raid shelter and drowned. The shelter was apparently dug on the 
instructions of the area Self-Defense Corps chief and was located in the middle of the New 
Village where it should not have existed. The shelter has since been filled in. However, a 
rather unfair comment has been made locally that the Self-Defense Corps was better at 
harming children than the Communists. (CAM No.32 / 1951, Resettlement Areas (New 
Village)). Although Tiang Dua New Village was officially declared a white area on October 22, 
1953, Home Guards continued to be assigned to maintain security in the village at the 
request of the village chief Wang Zhaobing. 
 

 
23 For more information, please refer to the National Archives: No. (9) in LOM 323-51 
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Declaration of White Areas 

Under Section 17EA of the White Area and Emergency Ordinance, Tiang Dua New Village 
and its surrounding roads were officially declared a white area on October 22, 1953, and 
recorded in the Melaka Colony State Government Gazette (Settlement Gazette). (CAM 
No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 22 October 1953) (The Straits Budget 1953: 
10) However, this exciting news was not quickly known to the public. Therefore, the Melaka 
Resident Commissioner HGHAMMETT personally brought this good news to the villagers of 
Tiang Dua New Village. (Singapore Standard 1953:1) 
 
On the same day, the Ministry of Information service vehicle used a loudspeaker to inform 
the villagers of Tiang Dua of the good news that General Templer had ordered the 
cancellation of the "Emergency Ordinance" that restricted food and movement. In addition, 
the district officer assistant Lee Cheng Yan also distributed leaflets in the village and 
explained to the villagers the "new freedom" they had gained. (The Straits Times 1953: 1) 
Although Tiang Dua was classified as a white area, the then village chief Wang Zhaobing still 
asked General Templer to save the responsibility of maintaining the Home Guards, after all, 
the previous village leader Lai Hanmei had just been killed in the past few months. (The 
Straits Times 1953: 1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4.1.4 
A group photo taken at the entrance of the village during the celebration of Malaya's independence 
ceremony (Source: Jiang Kexin) 
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Wang Zhaobing said excitedly: "Those who do not live in the new village cannot imagine 
what it is like to have to stay indoors from 6:30 pm to 6:30 am every day. "(Singapore 
Standard 1953:1) Captain AD Stevenson, head of Home Guards, also said that from now on, 
he should not have to worry too much about (Tiang Dua). (Singapore Standard 1953:1). The 
village chief walked to the gate, pushed it open heavily, and said, "From now on, this gate 
will always be open." 
 
Naturalization 

In the history of Malaysia, naturalization policy has always been an important issue, 
involving social integration, legal status and identity. This is because through national 
registration, the British government can better distinguish between the Communist Party 
and the people. (Riley Sunderland 1964:32). According to the archive records on May 27, 
1955, the Secretary for Chinese Affairs (SCA) informed the new village committee that 
naturalization applications were open to the villagers of Tiang Dua. It is reported that 
applicants can contact Mr. Ye in the office of the office or notify the Assistant Resettlement 
Officer(ARO) to obtain application forms or make related application matters. The letter 
also stated that the application conditions included that the applicant must be at least 21 
years old and have lived continuously in the Federation of Malaya for the past five years. In 
addition, the notice clearly emphasized that the naturalization fee would not exceed $17, 
but $5 would need to be paid as an application fee. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua 
Resettlement Area, May 1955). However, according to the minutes of the new village 
committee meeting on July 28, 1955, no naturalization application was received from any 
villagers in the past two months. This phenomenon may reflect the attitude of the new 
village villagers towards the naturalization procedure or their lack of understanding of 
related matters at that time. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, July 1955) 
 
On April 4, 1956, the Chinese Affairs Officer informed the village committee that the 
secretary of the Chinese Affairs Office would arrive in the new village on April 18, 1956 and 
begin processing the villagers' naturalization applications. This notification showed that the 
authorities were actively promoting the naturalization procedures for the new village 
residents at that time. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, April 1956). In 
view of the approaching deadline for applying for citizenship, Chen Zhucai and others 
assisted the residents of Hongmaolai to fill out citizenship forms on July 27, 1958. The event 
was held at Tiang Dua Community Hall on that day, and local enthusiastic people Zheng 
Qiuxing and Wu Yihua were responsible for assisting and guiding the work. ( Nanyang Siang 
Pau) 1958 : 11) 
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Figure 4.1.5 
Citizenship Certificate (Source: Jiang Kexin) 
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MCA and the Labour Party 

Malaysian Chinese Association 

In the early 1950s, the British government proposed the New Village Policy, and expected 
to concentrate all Chinese settlers in the suburbs in the New Village in a short period of 
time. The New Village Plan also led to the establishment of the Malaysian Chinese 
Association to assist in the settlement of settlers and relocation matters. (Ho Kee Chye 
2020: 49). In order to help Chinese immigrants to the new villages, especially to provide 
basic living conditions, the MCA decided to take action to raise funds by issuing welfare 
lottery tickets to assist the affected Chinese and raise funds for building wooden houses. 
Since February 26, 1950, the MCA has begun issuing welfare lottery tickets. The sales 
revenue of these lottery tickets is used to support the Chinese community, provide 
assistance and services to alleviate the possible impact of the immigration plan. However, 
although the original intention of issuing welfare lottery tickets was to support the Chinese 
community, on June 21, 1953, this activity was banned by the British government. By then, 
the MCA had issued 18 welfare lottery tickets and raised millions of dollars through this 
activity. (Kuala Lumpur and Selangor Chinese Assembly Hall) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Figure 4.1.6 
The inauguration ceremony of the third term of MCA Youth League staff (Source: Jiang Kexin) 
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On September 24, 1961, the Melaka Central and East and West MCA district committees 
held their respective congresses to elect staff members according to the new constitution 
and nominate representatives to attend the state and central congresses. Many Tiang Dua 
villagers were recognized and nominated. Among them, Wu Yihua was appointed as the 
district chairman and Wang Zhaobing was appointed as the deputy laborer. In addition, Wu 
Yihua attended the state branch representative conference. The meeting decided to 
temporarily set up the central district office in Bukit Baru branch. The inauguration date 
was set at 2 pm on October 15 at Bukit Baru branch. At the same time, the meeting 
nominated Wu Yihua as one of the members of the preparatory inauguration team. 
(Nanyang Siang Pau 1961: 11) 
 
On December 19, 1961, representatives of the Youth Group of the Melaka Central District 
of the MCA held a joint meeting at the Bukit Baru MCA Club to elect the Central District 
MCA Youth Division Staff, with Wu Yihua acting as the interim chairman. The election results 
showed that the representatives of the Tiang Dua branch were Chen Wenliang and Lin Yiyu. 
At the same time, the advisors of the Melaka Central District of the MCA Youth League were 
also elected, and Wu Yihua was one of the advisors. (Nanyang Siang Pau 1961: 13). 
According to the office membership list of the Malayan Chinese Association(Melaka 
Branch), SOH CHEONG TAY is the investigator of Ayer Molek District. ( Lab.M.No. 20/50, 
Lists of Office – Bearers of Chinese Association in Melaka Rules & Registration, 1981) 
 
 
 
 
 

2021, the COVID-19 pandemic was raging. In view of the continued increase in 
confirmed cases, the MCA Melaka Volunteer Team and the Melaka MCA Youth formed a 
disinfection task force of nearly 20 people to go to the green and yellow zones for 
disinfection. The disinfection team went to Tiang Dua New Village to disinfect, including the 
two temples, kindergartens, children's playgrounds, police stations, etc. in the village. Not 
only that, they also handed over supplies to the village chief Jiang Yuxian. (China Press, 
2021) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4.1.7 
Groundbreaking ceremony for the Tiang Dua New Village Information and Counselling Centre on May 2, 
1993(Photo taken in 2023) 
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Labour Party of Malaya 
 
On 1 October 1966, Koh Kay Cham and Kam Yau Neng, deputy secretaries of the Workers' 
Party's Tin Lai branch, submitted an application for registration of the society. (RSM 159/ 
52-44, PARTAI BUROH RANTING TIANG DUA;15,TIANG DUA NEW VILLAGE, MELAKA, 1 
October 1966). On September 15, 1967, the Labour Party Tiang Dua branch was required 
to submit three copies of the party members' names, identity card numbers, occupations 
and residential addresses to approve the society registration application. (RSM 159/ 52-
144(2), PARTAI BUROH RANTING TIANG DUA; 15, TIANG DUA NEW VILLAGE, MELAKA, 15 
September 1967) This marked the official start of the legal registration process for the 
branch. October 26, 1968, Kassim Bin HM Amin, an official of the Registrar of Society( ROS), 
announced in a circular under Section 12 of the Societies Act 1966 that the Labour Party's 
Tiang Dua branch had officially obtained legal status. This circular reflected the 
government's recognition and support for the political organization. (RSM 159/52-144, 
PARTAI BUROH RANTING TIANG DUA;15,TIANG DUA NEW VILLAGE, MELAKA, 26 October 
1968). On 26 November 1969, the Malaysian Registrar of Societies wrote to the secretary of 
the Labour Party branch, requesting him to provide the annual report of the association 
before the New Year. (RSM 159/ 52-144(4), PARTAI BUROH RANTING TIANG DUA;15,TIANG 
DUA NEW VILLAGE, MELAKA, 26 November 1969. However, on 27 January 1970, the 

 
Figure 4.1.8 
The MCA and MCA Youth volunteer groups jointly disinfected the Tiang Dua police station. (Source: China 
Press, 2021) 
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government issued a notice to the Labour Party Tiang Dua Branch to cancel its legal 
registration under Section 13(2) of the Societies Act 1966. According to the regulations, the 
branch must provide reasonable grounds to object to the order before 27 February of the 
same year, otherwise its license will be revoked. (RSM 159/ 52-144(5), PARTAI BUROH 
RANTING TIANG DUA;15,TIANG DUA NEW VILLAGE, MELAKA, 27 January 1970). However, 
the branch failed to respond in time, resulting in its license being formally revoked on July 1 
of the same year. (RSM 159/ 52-144(6), PARTAI BUROH RANTING TIANG DUA;15,TIANG DUA 
NEW VILLAGE, MELAKA, 1 July 1970) The above letter also mentioned that if the branch no 
longer exists, its society license would also be revoked. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Violence 

On 27 August  1952, the Communist Party of Malaysia (CPM) stabbed to death a Chinese 
worker on the hillock in Tiang Dua New Village. It is reported that while the eight thugs 
opened fire on the new village police station, six other accomplices cut the barbed wire 
fence surrounding the new village. Not only that, they entered a house, opened fire and 
stabbed the Chinese occupants of the house. The police retaliated, but there were no 
casualties. (The Straits Time 1952: 1)(Indian Daily Mail 1952: 4) 

  
Figure 4.1.9 
The Labour Party Tiang Dua Branch ’s No. 15 Clubhouse in the new village is currently vacant. (Photo taken 
in 2023) 
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Lai Hon Mui2425 

On 25 August 1952, Lai Han Mui, a local headman who had lived in Tiang Dua for more 
than a decade, was brutally murdered by a mob of six men at around 7 p.m. The gang was 
reportedly responsible for the murder of Lai Han Mui. Reports indicate that the gang 
initially tried to lure Lai, who was the owner of a grocery shop, to open the door by buying 
beer. Unfortunately, Lai was in the middle of settling his bill and did not open the door 
immediately. The mob then broke down the door and opened fire on the deceased. Lai 
dodged the first shot, but was outnumbered and was eventually killed by the mob's sharp 
knives. (Sin Chew Daily 1952:9). In response, the villagers revealed that the bandits crossed 
the barbed wire fence and entered the new village, trying to force Mr Lai to open the door. 
Faced with refusal, the bandits damaged the front door of the shop and four of them 
stormed inside, two guarding the front and back doors respectively. When Mr Lai tried to 
escape, he was shot dead on the way. After that, the bandits searched and robbed the 
shop and even forced Mr Lai's wife to lead them upstairs to indicate the location of the 
property. And Mr Lai's wife was beaten by the bandits because of her hesitation. In the nick 
of time, Mr Lai's son, Lai Tin Sai, bravely rushed out of the front door and managed to reach 
the police station to report the case. However, the police station did not send any officer to 
rescue him. The robbers spent nearly half an hour looting the entire shop and eventually 
withdrew by blowing a whistle and firing in the air. (C.A.M No. 70/1951 F, Tiang Dua 
Resettlement Area, August 1952).  
 
In the aftermath of the incident, there has been some dissatisfaction and criticism of the 
police by the residents of the new village. This was because the police station was 100 
metres away from Lai Hon Mui's grocery shop and there were 18 police officers stationed 
at the village police station. However, the police failed to arrive in time after receiving the 
report, giving the rioters a chance to escape. (Sin Chew Daily 1952:9) (Nanyang Siang Pau 
1952:8). One elderly resident said that even if he had been taken away and had his head 
chopped off, he would have insisted that the police in Tiang Dua were a bunch of useless 
cowards, and that he could not see how the police could have protected the new village or 
even prevented similar incidents from happening again in the future. One elderly resident, 
frustrated and angry, believes that the tragedy might have been prevented if the police had 
responded in time, or in response to a report from Mr Lai's son. (C.A.M No. 70/1951 F, 
Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 1952) 

 
24 He is a native of Huiyang County, Guangdong Province, and has always been a businessman. 
25 English translations available in newspapers and archives are: Lai Han Mee, Lai Hen Mue, Lai Hong Moi, Lye 
Hung Moi. 



ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 3 (30 JUNE 2024) 

 

NVWG/3/04-26 
 

In addition, villagers mentioned that the police in the area rarely patrol at night. One young 
man stated, "When we close our shops and houses at night, the police station usually 
closes along with them." As a result, this tragic incident sparked deep concerns about 
community safety and police effectiveness, causing villagers to question whether the police 
would be able to prevent similar incidents in the future. Despite the many voices of 
criticism, there are some locals who are hopeful that the government will not punish the 
police for failing to do their job. (C.A.M No. 70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 1952) 
 
Later, in a letter dated 28 August 1952 from the Settlement Emergency Information Officer, 
B.T.W. Stewart, to the Commissioner of Police of Melaka, it was revealed that, according to 
his interviews, there was a general consensus among the villagers that the police in Tiang 
Dua were not doing anything about the acts of the violent elements. 26(C.A.M No. 70/1951 
F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 28 August 1952) 
 
The case of the murder of Lai Hanmeh was heard on 8 September 1952 by the District 
Court. Abdul Latiff Sain, the policeman who was believed to be in charge of standing guard 
at Tiang Dua New Village, was charged with dereliction of duty. He did not take the 
necessary action to deal with the situation that arose when the Communist Party of 
Malaysia (CPM) murdered Lai.Abdul Latiff Sain denied the charges and was released on 
$100 bail pending trial. (Singapore Standard 1952:4) And the case was adjourned until five 
days later. (The Straits Times 1952:5) 
 
On 13 September 1952, Lai Tien Sain told the judge how he had sought urgent help from 
the police after his father was attacked by a mob but was ignored. Lai's widow, Cheong Kim 
Chow, told the court that she had overheard her husband warning Abdul Latif Sain in his 
shop about an impending attack by terrorists on the village that night or the following night. 
That very night, however, her husband was attacked, but the police did not offer any help. It 
was only after the mob had left that a jungle squad, led by European officers, arrived to 
discover what had happened to the family. (Sunday Standard 1952:4) 
 
On 11 September 1952, the widow and six children of the victim, Lai Han Mui, had moved 
from the new village to Melaka City. She planned to sell her late husband's property in the 
village and to reside permanently in Melaka City. It was revealed that government 
representatives at the time had given assurances that an application for compensation 
would be submitted on behalf of the widow and children. (C.A.M No. 70/1951 F, Tiang Dua 
Resettlement Area, 11 September 1952) 

 
26 Detailed information can be found in the file of the National Archives: CAM.7./51 'F'. 
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A letter dated 26 September 1952 was sent to Lai Han Mui's widow by an officer of the 
Melaka Colonial Self-Defence Corps stating that she would be granted a pension of $141.00 
per month(i.e. $75.00 for the widow, plus an allowance of $66.00 for the five children) with 
effect from 26 August 1952 to 25 November 1952 in accordance with the 
Emergency(Auxiliary Police)(Bodily Injuries) Regulations, 1948, and that she would be 
entitled to a pension of $141.00 per month(i.e. $75.00 for the widow, plus an allowance of 
$66.00 for the five children). Thereafter, with effect from 26 November 1952, the monthly 
pension was to be adjusted to $115.50(i.e., $49.50 for the widow, plus $66.00 for the five 
children). If Lai's widow chose to remarry, her pension would cease to be payable and the 
children's allowances would terminate on the date they reached the age of 18 years or the 
date of marriage of the female child, whichever was earlier. The monthly pension will be 
paid through the treasury of the Colony of Melaka. An allowance for funeral expenses not 
exceeding $50$ is also provided. 2728(C.A.M No. 70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 26 
September 1952). In addition, the officials also proposed that the Government would be 
willing to help this unfortunate family by providing free education for their children. In that 
year, Lai Han Mui left behind six children, incluTiang Dua Tin Sai29, Lai Kwai Ying30, Lai Kwai 
Fung31, Lai Tin Yan32, and Lai Tin Chi33. 34(C.A.M No. 70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement 
Area, 11 September 1952) 
 
On 15 September 1952, the Senior Superintendent of Schools, Melaka, wrote to the 
Secretary of the Colonial Chinese Affairs Office stating that it had approved the application 
for exemption of school fees for each of Lai's children, irrespective of whether they chose 
the English Primary School or the New Village School. 35(C.A.M No. 70/1951 F, Tiang Dua 
Resettlement Area, 15 September 1952). According to the records, in the application for 
exemption of school fees submitted by the Secretary of the Colonial Chinese Office on 19 
September 1952, Lai Tin-chi was to attend St. Francis' School with his brother Lai Tin-yin in 
the following year. Lai Kwai Fung, who had been attended Tiang Dua Wah School, would be 
transferred to Methodist Girls' Afternoon School in the following year. 36(C.A.M No. 70/1951 
F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 19 September 1952) 

 
27 Note: The title of this letter is Death of Home Guard Company Commander, LAI HEN MUE. 
28 Detailed information can be found in the file of the National Archives: Ref. No. SO/MAL/4/52/26. 
29 Male, 16 years old at the time, second year of upper primary school, Chinese Primary School 
30 Female, 14 years old at the time, Lower Primary 4 of Chinese Primary School, suspended from school 
31 Female, then 13 years old, Lower Primary 3, Lit Fah School Tiang Dua(Tiang Dua Lai Wah School). 
32 Male, then 11 years old, Primary 2, St Francis School. 
33 Male, 7 years old at the time, English Primary School, just enrolled in school 
34 Detailed information can be found in the National Archives file: REF:(62)SBM/AF/75. 
35 Detailed information can be found in the National Archives file: No. (54) in E.O.M. 29/52. 
36 Details can be found in the National Archives file: Ref:(11) in CAM 70/51/F. 
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On 24 September 1952, the Senior Superintendent of Schools replied that the applications 
of Lai Tin-yam and Lai Tin-chi would be approved, and that from 1 October 1952, Lai Tin-chi, 
who was already attending St. Francis of Assisi, would be exempted from school fees. 
However, the May Yat Mei Girls' Noon School to which Lai Kwai Fung wished to transfer was 
a private school and was not under the control of government officials. It is therefore 
recommended that direct communication be made with the Principal of the school in order 
to discuss the remission of school fees. 37(C.A.M No. 70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement 
Area, 24 September 1952) 
 
Officials of the Melaka Colonial Self-Defence Corps(MCSDC) wrote to the Principal of the 
M.I.M. Girls' School on 29 September 1952, stating that Lai Kwai Fung was the daughter of 
the "headman" of Tiang Dua San Tsuen, and that his wife and children were in a difficult 
situation as a result of a mob taking their lives, and that they hoped that the Principal would 
provide them with the opportunity to study free of charge. 38(C.A.M No. 70/1951 F, Tiang 
Dua Resettlement Area, 29 September 1952) 
 
On 1 October 1952, the headmistress of the May-I-May Girls' School stated that a girl who 
knew virtually nothing about English could not be admitted to a fully subsidised 
government morning school. However, Lai Kwai Fung was able to be admitted to the May-I-
May Girls' Midday School because the non-subsidised school admitted over-age pupils. On 
the matter of school fees, the headmaster said she could only seek help from the Welfare 
Department. 39(C.A.M No. 70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 1 October 1952) 
 
The British Government has expressed great concern over the terrorist plot to kill people in 
the Tiang Dua New Village. Not only did Dr Victor Purcell, accompanied by members of the 
Melaka branch of the MCA, visit Tiang Dua New Village after the murder of Lai Han Mui. And 
especially in just three months, Tiang Dua New Village had lost two of its headmen. 
(Singapore Standard 1952: 4). Therefore, in a speech with the villagers, Mr B.T.M. Stewart, 
Secretary of the Chinese Affairs Department, and Mr J.E.M. Cave, District Officer, 
emphasised that the Government needed more information in order to catch the terrorists 
in the act. The Secretary said he understood that the incident had demoralised the villagers 
for a while. However, district officials have been making frequent visits to Tiang Dua San 
Tsuen to give the villagers the impression that the British Government is with them and to 
boost their morale. (Singapore Standard 1952: 4) 

 
37 Detailed information can be found in the National Archives file: No. (60) in E.O.M. 29/52. 
38 Detailed information can be found in the National Archives file:(14) in CAM 70/51/F. 
39 Further information can be found in the National Archives file: No. (25) in MGSM 22/52. 
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On 27 November 1952, Lim Yoke Siew, a long-time member of the Communist Party of 
Malaysia(CPM) who had been terrorizing Tiang Dua New Village, and his comrade Kang Hui 
Fong were finally killed by the security forces; Lim had been living in Tiang Dua New Village 
with his elderly father before he went underground. As he knew the area and its 
inhabitants very well, he caused a great deal of fear among the local people. (The Straits 
Budget 1952: 8). Reports indicate that at 8 p.m. the same day, two UCPM members were 
killed as they approached a police ambush in the Central District of Melaka. A revolver, a 
rifle and ammunition were seized on the spot. The villagers of Tiang Dua expressed their 
relief at this. (Singapore Standard 1952:1)40 
 
Economic Overview 

Before the establishment of the new village, there were several New Village owners around 
Tiang Dua, each of whom owned private New Villages. According to the government's in-
depth analysis of the reorganized areas in Melaka on December 31, 1955, there were 58 
control areas reorganized in Tiang Dua New Village, as well as 7 New Villages and 45 
workers' dormitories (SLO(M)1007, District, 31 December 1955). 
 
The Commissioner of Labour and Social Welfare said in a meeting that the Settlement War 
Executive Committee (SWEC) approved the "Removal of Controlled Areas Order" for Ayer 
Molek in its 148th meeting. Subsequently, the department asked the Melaka Central District 
officials on January 8, 1958 whether to dissolve Teck Inn Est, See Hin San Est, Nam Hoe Est, 
Teck Han San Est, KTKS.Bkt.Lintang The staff quarters of Letchaman Est and Ee Kong Guan 
Est will be reorganized into Tiang Dua New Village. The specific arrangement is as follows: 3 
47 acres of Teck Inn Est reorganized into 1 3 rooms in Tiang Dua New Village 41, 1 35 acres 
of See Hin San Est Reorganized into 11 rooms 42and 105 acres of Nam Hoe Est in Tiang Dua 
New Village Reorganized into 6 rooms in Tiang Dua New Village 43, 94 acres of Teck Han San 
Est Reorganized into 6 rooms in Tiang Dua New Village44, 40 acres of KTKS. Bkt. Lintang 

 
40 According to reports, Lim Yoke Siew killed two villagers, Chok Ah Kee, a Chinese villager, and Lai Tin Sang, a 
headman, in Tiang Dua Sinchon, but according to in-depth interviews conducted with villagers in Tiang Dua 
Sinchon, villagers stated that the two people who were killed by the CCP were Lim Khai Rong and Lai Han Mui, 
respectively. According to the interviewee, Jiang Guangwu, who was also the former village head of Tiang Dua, 
Chok Ah Kee was his father. Although your father had been imprisoned by the British government, he was not 
killed by the CPM; as for Lai Tin Sang, the author believes that the transliteration of the name appears to be Lai 
Tin Sang, the son of the headman Lai Han Mui. 
41 For more information, please refer to the National Archives Administration archive file: 0 10/M2/22 
42 For more information, please refer to the National Archives Administration file: 010/M2/17B 
43 For more information, please refer to the National Archives Administration file: 010/M2/1 1A 
44 For more information, please refer to the National Archives Administration file: 010/M 1 /1 09 
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Letchaman Est The 4 rooms 45and 3.81 acres of Ee Kong Guan Est reorganized in Tiang Dua 
New Village will also be placed here. 46(209 in Lab.M. 16/51(MC 7), LAB.M. No(MC3) New 
Village Labor Regrouping – Ayer Molek & Bukit Lintang, 8 January 1958). In July 1956, Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank HH King, Professor of Economics at the University of Hong Kong, visited 
Tiang Dua New Village and obtained more first-hand information about the history of 
immigration, occupational types, marketing system and many other aspects of living in the 
new village through interviews with villagers. 47(CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement 
Area, July 1956) 
 
Rubber 

On 15 December 1954, the Melaka Central District Officer received a report from the 
Assistant Immigration Officer stating that from 1 December 1954, the house number 68 
owned by Chop Gee Hong in Tiang Dua New Village in Melaka City would no longer be used 
as a rubber processing center. At the same time, the house had been sold to Chop Chuan 
Guan 48. In addition, Chop Gee Hong 's employee Tan Chee who lived at house number 7 of 
Tiang Dua New Village would be responsible for cleaning the house and clearing the weeds 
around it. (No. LOM.323/51/63, 1991/0008059W, AYER MOLEK RUBBER CO. LTD. NEW 
VILLAGE(BEMBAN DIVISION), THE MANAGER, AYER MOLEK RUBBER CO. LTD., BEMBAN 
DIVISION, BEMBAN, MELAKA. 15 December 1954). February 4, 1974, the R ISDA 
49promotional activity was launched at Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School. (PPM 02877 Pt.7, 
Mesyuarat (Jawatankuasa Tindakan Daerah Jasin, 1973) 
 
Planting 

In December 1953, 48 acres of farmland were distributed to residents of Tiang Dua. (CAM 
No.32 / 1951, Resettlement Areas (New Village), December 1953) In February 1955, a total 
of 28 villagers in Tiang Dua New Village applied for farmland, and all were approved. (CAM 
No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, February 1955). 27 September 1955 from R.F. 
Browning, Assistant Secretary for Colonial Development of Melaka, to the Settlement 
Development Board's Executive Committee stated that each family in Tiang Dua was to be 
given two acres of land for growing food, and that it was expected that more Chinese would 
move there as the land was developed. (Ref. No. (1) in RCOM(D) 165 / 55, CONSTRUCTION 

 
45 For more information, please refer to the National Archives Administration file: 010/M2/ 23B 
46 For more information, please refer to the National Archives: 010/M2/ 8a and D OM.C onf.1030/42 
47 Former Director of the Asian Studies Centre at the University of Hong Kong 
48 He then lived at No. 87, Kubu Road, Melaka. 
49RISDA stands for Rubber Industry Smallholders Development Authority 
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OF A MOTORABLE ROAD TO THE CHINESE RESETTLEMENT OF AYER MOLEK MELAKA, 
Scheme No.282 / 55, 27 September 1955) 
 
March 16, 1955, the first meeting of the Tiang Dua New Village Committee was discussed, 
and it was proposed to apply to the district officials to extend the payment period of the 
30-year lease fee for the cultivated land from March 31, 1955 to June 30, 1955, because the 
landholders were facing financial difficulties. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement 
Area, 16 March 1955) 
 
December 4, 1955, the villagers unanimously disagreed with the proposal of the Chinese 
Affairs Officer to set up a farmers' cooperative in the new village. There were two reasons: 
first, the population of Tiang Dua New Village was smaller than that of other states; second, 
the turnover of Tiang Dua's crops was not high. Therefore, the villagers did not think it was 
necessary to set up the association in the new village. ( CAM No.70 /1951 F, Tiang Dua 
Resettlement Area, 4 December 1955) 
 
26 April 1957, the Chinese Affairs Officer stated that although he had no objection to the 
harvesting of vegetables and sweet potatoes between the fenced boundaries(which were 
public lands), this practice should be stopped immediately for safety reasons. However, he 
also stressed the need to keep the areas between the fences open. At the same time, the 
Chinese Affairs Officer made it clear that the removal of boundary stones was also 
prohibited. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 26 April 1957) 
 
Aquaculture 

Poultry Husbandry 

February 28, 1955, when Chinese Advisory Group member Leong Ah Hong visited Tiang 
Dua New Village, a villager complained to him that the chickens raised in the village were 
facing a large number of deaths, so he asked to move the chickens out of the new village 
and raise them on the small piece of land he obtained. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua 
Resettlement Area, 28 February 1955). In response to this incident, the secretary of the 
Melaka Chinese Affairs Office, JW Sweetman, wrote a letter to the Melaka State Veterinary 
Department on March 9, 1955 to inform the matter. The letter stated that the cause of the 
chickens’ death needed to be found out. ((47) in CAM.70/51/F, CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang 
Dua Resettlement Area, 9 March 1955) 
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September 28, 1956, the Chinese Affairs Officer informed the village committee that the 
Veterinary Department would conduct poultry vaccination at the Tiang Dua Community Hall 
on October 11, so house-to-house visits would no longer be carried out. (CAM No.70/1951 
F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 28 September 1956) 
 

Pig Industry 

1968 from January to June, which is implemented by the Melaka State Animal Department, 
shows that the government plans to start the pig breeding center project in Tiang Dua and 
is expected to provide a grant of $ 20,000. (PTG(M) 2159 Jld II, Mesyuarat Mengkaji 
Rancangan2, the second year of the Lunar New Year, 1968） 
 
Business 

The Melaka Chinese Affairs Office said that he suggested that the market in Tiang Dua New 
Village be converted into a 30 x 17 community hall, and then a new market be built near 
the main gate when the need arises. (C.A.M No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area) 
 

Catering 

The Village Committee approved Wu Kian's application for a restaurant license in Tiang Dua 
New Village at its meeting on September 30, 1955, and has handed it over to the Chinese 
Affairs Officer for further processing. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 30 
September 1955) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Figure 4.1.10 
Tiang Dua New Village Tea House (Photo taken in 2023) 
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At present, the only active coffee shop in Tiang Dua New Village is Xinxing Tea House. It is 
located at the intersection of the new village and is run by the Jiang family of Tiang Dua New 
Village. The father and son of the Jiang family, Jiang Guangwu and Jiang Yuxian, have both 
served as village chiefs. Jiang Guangwu said that this coffee shop was co-operated with his 
good friend Yu Zhixing when he was young. Originally, the tea house was in the Tiang Dua 
Community Hall, but later the government wanted to renovate the hall, so he had to start a 
new business. 
 
At that time, with the help of the Malaysian Chinese Association, Jiang Guangwu was able to 
continue operating the coffee shop on the vacant land opposite the Community Hall. Jiang 
Guangwu also mentioned his old friend Yu Zhixing, saying that he was very enthusiastic 
about the construction of the temple fair of Tiang Dua Bai Ma Teacher Temple. Even the 
decision to build the Lao Shi Templeat the current site was a decision that came to him in 
the teahouse. However, Yu later moved out of Tiang Dua, and the teahouse was continued 
to be run by his children, Jiang Yuxian and Jiang Kexin. Jiang Kexin said that his father was 
determined not to raise the price of every drink sold in the teahouse: "After the epidemic, 
everyone raised the price, but he didn't. Now a cup of coffee sells for RM1.50, where can I 
find it?" 
 

Durian 

Tiang Dua New Village is famous for its durian, and the "Dream Lover" has attracted many 
outsiders to drive there to enjoy the delicacy. Villager Huang Hengni said that Tiang Dua 
was mainly planted with rubber trees in the early days, but more than 20 years ago, the 
villagers began to plant durian. Jiang Yuxian said that Tiang Dua also has other varieties of 
durian, such as: native durian(also called kampung durian, Durian Kampung), 10 1, Musang 
King, etc. And "Dream Lover" is actually one of the native durians. Tiang Dua's durian bears 
fruit quickly, generally only 120 days from flowering to fruiting, and Dream Lover only takes 
about 90 days to produce fruit. ("Sin Chew Daily", 2022) 
 
Keeping up with the trend, the durians in Tiang Dua New Village can also be bought online, 
and fresh durians can be bought home. Owner Zhang Peiling said that the new generation 
prefers to buy boxed durians directly rather than buying whole durians. For the owners, in 
order to ensure the freshness of the durians, they must start working immediately when 
the durians fall in the early morning to shorten the transportation time. Because the durian 
sales model of picking and selling durians is very popular among the public, some 
Singaporean guests even drive there specially. (Sin Chew Daily, 2022) 
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With unlimited creativity, Chen's Orchard, which sells durian in Tiang Dua New Village, has 
also launched durian desserts. Chen Sicun, the head of Chen's Orchard, said that their 
family's durian was planted by his grandfather, and now he is the third generation to take 
over. Chen Sicun and his wife Wang Xiaojun manage the orchard together, and insist on 
providing pesticide-free durian grown by themselves. "We don't use pesticides at home, 
and customers say that they don't feel uncomfortable in their throats after eating it." 
 
Since the durians from Chen’s Orchard are fresh and healthy, Wang Xiaojun also launches 
durian cakes and durian pancakes during the durian season. In addition to eating durian, 
durian lovers can also experience another flavor of durian while tasting desserts. Wang 
Xiaojun’s skillful hands will also make unique, eye-catching, and beautiful durian cakes on 
holidays such as Father’s Day and Mother’s Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Culture 

Martial Arts 

May 27, 1955, the village committee meeting appointed Chairman Goh Geok Wah and Vice 
Chairman Hou Tien Sin to oversee the organization and practice of the Tiang Dua New 
Village Wushu Group. At the meeting, Wushu coach Wun Kian was told that his probation 
period would be 2 months and he would train 19 people who were interested in Wushu. 
(CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 27 May 1955). on September 30, 1955 
stated that due to the resignation of Wushu coach Wun Kian, Goh Geok Wah took over 
temporarily until a permanent Wushu coach was appointed. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua 
Resettlement Area, 30 September 1955) 
 

    
Figure 4.1.11 
Pancakes filled with durian filling, realistic durian cake shapes made by Wang Xiaojun, and eye-catching 
dessert shapes. (Source: Sin Chew Daily, 2022) 
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Library 

The International Cold War situation formed in the 1950s, USIS (US Information Service) 
actively responded to the spread of communist ideas in Malaya. To this end, USIS began to 
assist other organizations in setting up USIS libraries in Malaya, including providing funds, 
technology and book supplies. (Wu Xiaobao, 2020). In 1948, the British government issued 
an emergency decree to strengthen the negative emotions of the Malayan people towards 
the Malayan Communist Party in order to control the situation at the time. In 1949, Britain 
again issued a book ban to implement a cultural blockade against the Malayan Communist 
Party. (Wang Meixiang, 2020: 11-12) As one of the official propaganda agencies of the US 
government during the Cold War, USIS shaped the sense of identity of "Malaya" among the 
diverse ethnic groups in Malaya through its translation plan, especially for the "new village" 
group where the Chinese gathered. (Wang Meixiang, 2020: 19) The United States 
attempted to change the Chinese people's perception of the United States through the 
cultural Cold War strategy, encouraging the Chinese to integrate into the local society and 
abandon the influence of communist ideas. For this reason, the British government opened 
the door to American books. (Zhuang Huaxing, 2019) 

 
Figure 4.1.12 
Tiang Dua Guoshu Lion Dance Troupe in 1959 (Source: Jiang Kexin) 
(From right to left) 1- Jiang Guangwu 2- Yu Zhixing 3- Huang Jinhai 4- Liao Chengsheng 5- Wu Anxing 6- Lin 
Yixing 7- Liao Qian 8- Wu Caiji 9- Dai Diliang 10- Wu Caiyu 11- Huang Huasheng  
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May 27, 1955, the Chinese Affairs Office asked the Tiang Dua New Village Committee 
whether it was interested in setting up a library in the new village, and expressed that it 
would obtain some books from Kuala Lumpur for free. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua 
Resettlement Area, 27 May 1955) 50Later on September 30, 1955, the principal of Tiang Dua 
School, Li Nianhui, agreed that he would be responsible for the new village library. (CAM 
No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 30 September 1955) nominated Tan Wee Sen 
51as the new village library manager on November 25, 1955. With Tan's acceptance of the 
appointment, the issue of the establishment of the new village library was finally resolved. 
(CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 25 November 1955) On January 27, 
1956, Tan Wee Sen stated in the village committee meeting that the survey form issued by 
USIS in Kuala Lumpur had been lost, and requested that the Assistant Immigration Officer 
re- apply for a new form from Sim Mu Yu. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement 
Area, 27 January 1956) 
 
Festive Celebration 

According to a report in 1990, Tiang Dua New Village would invite outsiders and even 
foreigners to come to Tiang Dua New Village to celebrate the Lunar New Year every year, 
and even called this a "custom" of Tiang Dua New Village. In January of that year, John 
Shadow, a British man who was traveling to Thailand but passed through Melaka, was 
warmly invited by a villager he had just met to participate in the New Year's Eve party that 
day. (Lianhe Wanbao, 1990) 
 

Blood donation activities 

2022, due to the Chinese New Year and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Melaka 
General Hospital Blood Bank Center issued a document stating that the blood supply was 
insufficient, urging the public to donate blood as soon as possible to fill the shortage in the 
blood bank. In response to this, the Tiang Dua New Village Village Committee jointly 
organized a blood donation event with the Volunteer Guard Corps and the MCA Volunteer 
Corps at the Tiang Dua Community Hall on February 13, and successfully raised 43 bags of 
blood. 
 
 
 

 
50 The author has not yet found detailed information in the National Archives regarding when the village 
committee agreed to build a new village library. 
51 The archival material shows Tan Wee Sen, but it should be written as Tan Wee Sin. 



ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 3 (30 JUNE 2024) 

 

NVWG/3/04-37 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Operation Spring Thunder 

2023, a group of ambitious people from Tiang Dua New Village participated in the " Boom 
Boom Boom" team in the New Village Second Community Plan Competition "Go Forward! 
Happy New Generation" organized by the New Village Community Alliance and sponsored 
by Xiao En Group to promote their hometown. The "Spring Thunder Operation "Discover 
the New Tiang Dua" plan planned by the team was unanimously recognized by the jury and 
awarded the "Potential Award" and a prize of RM8,000. ("Sin Chew Daily", 2 023) 
 
The community project, Spring Thunder Operation, was initiated by village chief Jiang Yuxian 
and villager Lin Renchao. In the first phase, they plan to work with Professor Lew Bon Hoi of 
New Era University College to organize the history of Tiang Dua New Village. Not only that, 
they will also appoint self-media workers to become "Shocking Love Ambassadors" to 
interview "Shocking Stars" of Tiang Dua New Village, edit different life wisdom into 
documentaries, and develop "storytelling" cultural and creative products for this purpose. 
("Sin Chew Daily", 2023) (China Press, 2023) 
 
 

 

 
Figure 4.1.13 
People donating blood at Tiang Dua Community Hall. (Source: Sin Chew Daily, 2022) 
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Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple 

Tiang Dua, known as the "Leizhou of Nanyang", also brought the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple 
from his hometown to Malaya. " The Lao Shi Temple has existed for a long time. "(Zheng 
Jinguo: 2023) " If you are in Tiang Dua, not including the outside (outside the new village), 
the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple (as early as) 1948. In 1948, the Lao Shi Temple was already in 
Tiang Dua. (Jiang Guangwu: 2023). However, when it comes to who exactly "Bai Ma Lao Shi 
Temple" is and what his background is, no one can explain it clearly. The villagers only said 
that what they know and understand is that Bai Ma Lao Shi Templeis the hometown god 
who was brought with them from their hometown of Leizhou when they followed their 
parents to the south to escape the war and bandits. 
 
In 2014, Liao Yaqiu, then chairman of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple, and a group of directors 
were interviewed by a reporter from Sin Chew Daily. When the reporter asked, "Is Bai Ma 
Lao Shi a human or a horse?", they all said in unison, "Of course not a horse, but an 
immortal riding a Bai Ma."(Sin Chew Daily, 2014). However, in response to the origin of Deity 
Bai Ma, Liao Yaqiu showed reporters an old handwritten text in a frame hanging on the wall 
of the temple, written by an unknown author. According to the reporter's report at the time, 
the article was densely written with brush calligraphy, as if it was excerpted from an 
inscription, with no preface or signature. (Sin Chew Daily, 2014). The 44th year of Emperor 
Qianlong's reign, the temple was demolished and rebuilt in different dynasties. Although 
the unknown person wrote this, he also admitted that he did not know who the so-called 
"Bai Ma Lao Shi" was. He only knew that everyone was very awed by him. Later, after much 
investigation, the unknown person found a record in a certain document, which stated that 
the "Deity Bai Ma" was named Dong and Jin, and was from the Eastern Jin Dynasty. (Sin 
Chew Daily, 2014) 
 
According to the author's analysis, the origin of Bai Ma Lao Shi Templecan be divided into 
two types: 
 
First, in the "Records of the Bai Ma Temple in Linggang" written by Zhang Gengyun, the 
prefect of Leizhou in the Qing Dynasty, it is recorded that "the Deity Bai Ma surname is 
Dong, and his taboo name is Jin. He lived in Fenning, Jiangxi Province, which is now Wuning 
County. There were three brothers, and the god was the youngest. At that time, he was 
called Dong San, and he made a living by smelting... Later, he studied Taoism with Xu 
Jingyang, killed a dragon and made merit, so he became a general of Jingyang. In the Song 
Dynasty, he was named the Bai Ma Loyal King... Lei County is surrounded by the sea on 
three sides, and there are many monsters on the seashore. In the past, it may have been 
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the cave of dragons and chi. The god must have made great contributions to the people 
here. Therefore, it is still worshipped today..." 
 
Second, most people in Zhanjiang are immigrants from Hokkien, especially in the late 
Southern Song Dynasty, when most people migrated here to escape the pursuit of 
theringgit army. Hokkien people also have a very influential belief in Bai Mas, which is called 
"King of Bai Ma". Bai Ma King is an important god in the Hokkien Taoist system during the 
Southern Song Dynasty, also known as Bai Ma Sanlang. According to the "Three Mountains 
Records" compiled by Liang Kejia of the Song Dynasty, there was a Minyue King during the 
reign of Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty. His third son was very brave and shot a three-
meter-long eel to death. This place was later called "Eel Creek" and later renamed 
"Shanxi"(now located in the eastern part of Pingnan County, Ningde City, Hokkien). In order 
to thank Bai Ma Sanlang, the Chongji Guangying Lingxian Fuyouwang Temple was built to 
commemorate him. The name of this temple is the title given to Bai Ma Sanlang by the 
emperor. In the Northern and Southern Song Dynasties, Bai Ma Sanlang was awarded the 
titles of "Chongji", "Guangying", "Lingxian", "Yongning", "Fuyouwang" and so on many times. 
Later, this story was further developed in Huang Zhongzhao's "Bamin Tongzhi" during the 
Hongzhi period of the Ming Dynasty, Wang Yingshan's "Mindu Ji" and Lin Feng's "Rongcheng 
Archaeological Brief" during the Qing Dynasty. Bai Ma Sanlang not only had a name and a 
reputation, but also added plots of leopard and eel damage and Bai Ma Sanlang's sacrifice 
to eliminate the damage, making the heroic image more vivid and full. At the same time, the 
origin of Bai Ma Sanlang's name was changed to "Bai Ma Sanlang in the army" to show his 
bravery. 
 
There are many similarities between these two legends: first, both are about killing a giant 
snake-like monster to rid the people of harm; second, Dong Jin is ranked third, and Bai Ma 
Sanlang is also ranked third; third, both are human gods in Taoism. "Bai Ma Lao Shi 
Temple" was brought to Southeast Asia by local people a hundred years ago. At that time, 
some of them were sold as "piglets" and some were fleeing from bandits. They asked "Bai 
Ma Lao Shi Temple" to protect them and wish them a safe journey. After arriving at their 
destination, they worshipped him at home. It was just a silver plate with "Edict of the Three 
Saints Great King Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple" written on it. Later, as more people gathered, 
some people invited the golden body (statue) and raised funds to build a temple to worship 
him. The Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple was established. There is also a temple in Leizhou City, not 
far from the Sanyuan Pagoda. There is a stone tablet with some words recorded. Because it 
has been difficult to see clearly for a long time, the knowledgeable person guided me to 
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find that it was recorded in the museum book. It was just a few simple lines of classical 
Chinese, left by a prefect in the Qing Dynasty. (About "Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple": 2 008) 
 
According to the "Leizhou History and Culture Panorama", which was praised by Li 
Changwu, the director of the Leizhou Municipal People's Congress, as the first 
"encyclopedia" of Leizhou culture, there is a Linggang Temple located to the east of the 
Sanyuan Pagoda in Leicheng Town, China, which enshrines the Bai Ma God Dong Jin. It was 
built in the Song Dynasty. The temple has cultural relics such as the inscription "Lei County 
Bai Ma Temple Record" written by Zhang Gengyun, the governor of Leizhou during the 
Guangxu period of the Qing Dynasty. The Bai Ma God Dong Jin is widely worshipped in 
urban and rural areas of Leizhou. (Muye 2006 : 1 13) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to the Batu Pahat Temple Low See Kong’s website, the origin of "Bai Ma Lao Shi" 
is consistent with the first one. In 1880, Zhang Gengyun, who was the prefect of Leizhou in 
the sixth year of Guangxu in the Qing Dynasty, discovered that all temples must be 
worshipped at the Bai Ma Temple. However, there is no local article to collect about the 
name of Bai Ma Gong and the time of the temple's construction, so Zhang Gengyun 
decided to find out the details of the history of Bai Ma Temple and record the history of 
Leizhou Bai Ma Temple. 

 
Figure 4.1.14 
The first board of directors of the Lao Shi’s temple from 1981 to 1983(photographed in 2023) 
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Figure 4.1.15 
Application for building a temple (Source: Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple) 
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Figure 4.1.16 
The meeting to build the temple was held on July 31, 1983(Source: Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple) 
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Figure 4.1.17 
The Preparatory Committee for the Construction of the Lao Shi Temple in 1985 (Source: Bai Ma Lao Shi 
Temple) 
 

 
Figure 4.1.18 
Plaque of the Preparatory Committee for the Construction of Lao Shi Temple in 1985 (Source: Bai Ma Lao 
Shi Temple) 
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August 29, 1985, the Tiang Dua Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple held its first board election. Huang 
Yani proposed, Liao Yaqiu reviewed, and Wu Yihua was elected as the interim chairman. 
The temporary record at that time was Wu Caifa; Jiang Guangwu was the vote monitor; Lai 
Tiansong was the vote reader; Dai Diliang was the vote counter. Yu Zhixing won without any 
competition and was successfully elected as the chairman; as for the vice-chairmen, Lai 
Tiansong(30 votes) and Liao Yaqian(17 votes) were elected with the highest number of 
votes. 
 
Huang Yani with 17 votes and Liao Chengsheng with 14 votes were elected as general 
affairs; Wu Caiji with 18 votes was elected as treasurer; Wu Caifa with 31 votes and Zheng 
Jinguo with 28 votes were elected as clerk; Liao Yahao with 20 votes and Zheng Jinqi with 19 
votes were elected as public affairs; the elected directors are: Wang Quanben(32 votes), Lin 
Yitie(30 votes), Lin Tiansheng(27 votes), Yu Rilong(28 votes), Wu Yagao(32 votes), Ye Jinbao( 
35 votes), Liao Yahua(28 votes), Huang Yaque(34 votes), Lin Guilong(24 votes), Liao Yaqiu(27 
votes), Huang Yufeng(23 votes). 
 
During the meeting, Chairman Yu Zhixing appointed two auditors, Pan Yunyang and Lin 
Tianxiang, and four committee members, Zheng Ruixiang, Wu Caide, Lin Guijiang and Chen 
Yawan. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple Meeting: 1-12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4.1.19 
The first board of directors of the Lao Shi Temple from 1985 to 1987 (Source: Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple) 
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On September 5, 1985, the first board of directors meeting of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple 
was held. The main topic of the day was to discuss the appointment of honorary chairman 
and honorary consultant, as well as the inauguration ceremony of the directors. The 
meeting approved that the legal advisor of the Lao Shi Temple was Zhang Jinliang, honorary 
consultant Tan Sri Zhang Hanyuan, state assemblyman Huang Binghuo, permanent 
consultant Wu Yihua, consultant Jiang Guangwu, honorary consultant Luo Jun, Dato Lin 
Jinshu and Dato Lin Guowei. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple’s meeting: 14-16)(See 
Appendix(VI) for details) Regarding the inauguration ceremony of the directors, the meeting 
decided that the ceremony would be held on September 11 (Wednesday). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On July 16, 1986, the board of directors decided to charge each member a two dollar 
membership fee. In addition, the directors began to discuss the issue of Bai Ma Lao Shi 
Temple registration and decided on the same day that the chairman would handle it. 
(Minutes of Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple meeting: 28-29) 
 

 
Figure 4.1.20 
Inauguration ceremony of the Teacher Palace Directors in 1985 (Source: Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple) 
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On July 2, 1987, the Bai Ma Temple held the second preliminary election of directors. Zheng 
Jinguo was the vote counter, Wang Taizhu was the vote caller, Jiang Guangwu and Zheng 
Jinqi were the vote monitors, and the formal election was held on the 10th. Yu Zhixing was 
re-elected as chairman with a high vote. On March 27, 1988, the temple construction 
committee and the board of directors meeting were held to discuss the temple 
construction proposal. The meeting decided that the temple construction method was to 
be published in the newspaper and the bidding method was adopted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition, a temple construction committee was formed on the same day: (Bai Ma Lao Shi 
Temple meeting minutes: 4 1-47) 

The team for collecting temple building funds: Yu Zhixing, Huang Yani, Liao Yaqian, 
Zheng Jinguo, Wu Yiguang, Liao Yasheng 
The team applying for a fundraising permit: Yu Zhixing, Jiang Guangwu 
Person in charge of all details of the temple construction: Wu Qiusheng 
Persons in charge of the bidding process for the temple construction: Yu Zhixing, 
Jiang Guangwu, Huang Yani 

 
Figure 4.1.21 
The second council of the Lao Shi Temple from 1987 to 1989 (Source: Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple) 
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On June 16, 1988, the meeting decided that the temple construction fund would be 
approved with the signatures of two of the three people, Yu Zhixing, Huang Yani and Liao 
Yaqian. On June 24, the meeting minutes showed that the construction of the Bai Ma Lao 
Shi Templewas undertaken by Dongcheng Trading Company. On August 9, the meeting 
decided to add members to the fundraising team, including: Liao Yaqiu, Hecheng Baohao, 
Xu Yuxian, Wu Shusheng, Liao Yahao, Jiang Guangfu, Lin Tianxiang, Wang Taizhu, and Fufa 
Baohao. (Bai Ma Lao Shi Templemeeting minutes: 68-70) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 18, the General Affairs Department reported that the estimated expenditure for 
the first phase(12/8) of the temple construction project was RM5,055.30; the second 
phase(15/9) would cost RM11,810.56. In addition, the meeting also reported that the 
application for donation permits would be effective from September 15 to October 15. 
(Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi's Palace Meeting: 79-80) On September 29, the Lao Shi 
Temple Board of Directors decided at the meeting that the groundbreaking ceremony 
would be scheduled for October 1, and invited Honorary Chairman Datuk Yang Jianye to 
preside over the groundbreaking ceremony. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple 
Meeting: 81-82) 

 
Figure 4.1.22 
Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple groundbreaking ceremony (Source: Jiang Kexin) 
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Figure 4.1.23 
The foundation stone laying ceremony of Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple (Source: Jiang Kexin) 
 

 
Figure 4.1.24 
The foundation stone laying ceremony of the Lao Shi Temple in 1988 (photographed in 2023) 
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On October 16, 1988, the meeting approved the transfer of part of the deposit to the bank 
account of the temple construction committee. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Temple Meeting: 83-
84) At the meeting on October 27, the directors discussed the modification of the building 
measurements. This included four pairs of Bagua windows, the main door was changed to 
6 feet 10 inches and a pair of wooden doors were added, and the side door inside the hall 
was enlarged by one foot. The committee also agreed that Wu Ronghua would be the 
contractor for the installation of the main plug of the electrical wires. (Minutes of the Bai Ma 
Temple Meeting: 85-86) 
 
As the completion date of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple approached, the committee became 
busier and more involved in this matter. On November 29, the Teacher Palace meeting 
decided that the chairman and the general affairs officer would be jointly responsible for 
the shrine. In addition, the new palace ceremony was scheduled to be celebrated on the 
17th day of the first lunar month in the year of Jisi(1989). (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi 
Temple meeting: 87-88) 
 
On the third day of the first lunar month in 1989, the board of directors decided to hold the 
ceremonial ceremony on the sixteenth day of the twelfth lunar month. In addition, the 
meeting also discussed the matter of parading the gods on the fourteenth day of the first 
lunar month. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple Meeting: 9 3-94) On the sixteenth day 
of the first lunar month, the board of directors scheduled the opening banquet of the new 
temple at six o'clock in the afternoon of the eighteenth day of the first lunar month. 
(Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi TempleMeeting: 9 5-96) 
 
January 25, 1989, the joint meeting of the directors and the head of the furnace decided to 
hire Jiang Yuan Pei as the temple priest, responsible for all cleaning matters of the Teacher 
Palace, and to give him a basic salary of 100ringgit per month, plus an additional allowance 
of 20ringgit. In addition, he could also take a 10% commission from the income of tables, 
chairs, and incense and candles. (Minutes of the meeting of Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple: 98-99) 
 
On February 3, at the joint meeting of the directors and the head of the furnace, the 
chairman Yu Zhixing proposed to resign. However, in response to this matter, the council 
decided to retain the chairman's position, and Zheng Jinguo, Liao Quan, Jiang Guangwu, 
Wang Taizhu, Liao Sheng, Luo Jun, Dai Diliang, and Lin Tia nxiang discussed the chairman's 
representative. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Templemeeting: 1 02-103) On March 22, Wu 
Qiusheng proposed to hire a Taoist priest to set up an altar for Qingjiao. The council 
passed the discussion and decided to hold the Qingjiao ceremony on July 27. However, the 
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meeting on May 2 postponed the matter. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Templemeeting: 1 
06-110) 
 
May 29, 1989, the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple held the preliminary election for the 1989-1991 
board of directors. Zheng Jinguo served as the vote counter, Yu Zhixing as the vote caller, 
Jiang Guangwu and Liao Sheng as the vote monitors, and the formal election was held on 
June 7. On the day of the formal election, Jiang Guangwu served as the temporary 
chairman, Zheng Jinguo served as the temporary recorder, Wang Taizhu served as the vote 
caller, Yu Zhixing served as the vote counter, and Hou Xitong served as the vote monitor. In 
the third board of directors election, Yu Zhixing, who had previously wanted to resign, was 
still elected chairman with a high vote. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple meeting: 111-
121) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4.1.25 
The third council of the Lao Shi Temple from 1989 to 1991 (Source: Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple) 
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June 29, 1989, the new board of directors passed the previous motion to fill the position of 
Pan Yunyang. In addition, the general affairs reported at the meeting that the temple fund 
in the bank had been completely used up. Since the district councillor agreed to allocate 
funds to the temple, the chairman, general affairs, finance, secretary and consultant will 
jointly meet with the councillor. The meeting that day stated that all consultants, honorary 
consultants, and honorary chairmen would remain the same, but the number of people 
could be increased at any time. Doctor Wu Huashun and Lu Yaocheng were added to the 
honorary chairmen. The meeting that day also passed the establishment of the member 
bureau welfare group and the temple affairs group:(Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple meeting 
minutes: 1 29-131) 

Member Bureau – 
Head: Huang Yani 
Deputy Head: Hou Xitong 
Secretary: Wang Taizhu 
Members: Wu Chunfa, Wu Yagao 

 
Welfare Group – 
Head: Dai Diliang 
Deputy Head: Zhou Yingwan 

 
Temple Affairs Group – 
Head: Wu Yawan 
Deputy Head: Wu Chunfa 

 
In addition, the meeting also suggested that Huang Ya Ni be responsible for the 
maintenance of the iron frame of the Lao Shi  Temple, and that 300ringgit be allocated 
from the temple fund for maintenance. The altar service team was also required to clean 
the altar every month. Finally, the inauguration ceremony of the executive committee of the 
board of directors was scheduled for the 27th day of the seventh lunar month, and the 
temple construction committee was required to return the accounts to the board of 
directors within one month. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple meeting: 131-132) 
 
1990, the government replied to the General Affairs Report stating that it would allocate 
5,000ringgit. Dai Diliang also proposed widening the back of the temple at the meeting that 
day. His proposal was adopted and he was selected as a member of the engineering team. 
In addition, the board of directors also decided that the names of those who donated 
100ringgit or more to the temple construction fund and those who contributed would be 
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engraved on marble, and those who donated 10 to 99ringgit would be engraved on copper 
plaque. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple Meeting: 1 54-157) This work was in charge 
of Yu Zhixing, Zheng Jinguo, Liao Qian and Wu Chunfa. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi 
Temple Meeting: 158-159) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 29, at the council meeting, Huang Ya-ni proposed to build a special iron frame in 
response to the grant of NT$15,000 from the district councillor for the Lao Shi Temple. She 
formed a team with Lin Do-te and Zhou Wan to take charge of this matter. Chen Song-tan 
also proposed to buy two eight-foot-high aluminum ladders. Pan Yun-yang proposed to 
widen the roof of the temple, and Zheng Jin-qi was responsible for the liaison. Huang Ya-ni 
proposed to make floor tiles in front of the temple, and Dai Di-liang was responsible for the 
liaison. 
 
The meeting also reported that based on the previous meeting resolution, the temple fair's 
next bank account will use the temple building fund's bank account, so the Teacher's 
Palace's bank account is closed. In addition, the meeting also emphasized that the fans 
belonging to the Lao Shi Temple cannot be loaned out, and can only be borrowed by the 

 
Figure 4.1.26 
List of donations to the Lao Shi Temple (photo taken in 2023) 
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villagers of Tiang Dua New Village. Not only that, in the matter of the temple fund donation 
plaque, the meeting also passed that the names of those who donate less than 50ringgit 
will be engraved on the wooden board. The board also reported that the fee for engraving 
names on marble is 80 cents per character. (Minutes of the meeting of Bai Ma Lao Shi 
Temple) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Figure 4.1.27 
List of new temples built at Tiang Dua Lao Shi Temple. (Source: Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple) 
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May 11, 1991, the board of directors discussed the next board election and decided to hold 
the primary election on June 17, and the re-election a week later. Zheng Jinguo was 
responsible for handling the list. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple Meeting: 171-172) 
In the primary election, Dai Diliang served as the poll watcher, Huang Yani, Zheng Jinqi and 
Zheng Jinguo served as the vote counters, and Zheng Jinguo served as the vote caller. 
(Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple Meeting: 173-174) 
 
2nd of July, 1991, Yu Zhixing was re-elected again in the fourth board of directors election 
with a high vote, while Jiang Guangfu lost to Yu Zhixing by one vote. Liao Qian and Wu 
Yiguang were still the vice chairmen, and Jiang Guangfu missed the vice chairmen position 
again by one vote. However, in this election, Jiang Guangfu was elected as the deputy 
secretary with a high vote. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple Meeting: 176-179) 
 
July 19, at the board of directors meeting, Huang Ya-ni proposed the issue of flood relief for 
China, and Huang Yu-feng reviewed it. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple Meeting: 180-
181) At the meeting on July 23, the general affairs reported that the total amount of funds 
raised for relief to China was 7,500ringgit, of which the board of directors allocated 
500ringgit from the fund and handed it over to the president of the Chinese General 
Chamber of Commerce on the 21st. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4.1.28 
Villagers donate to China (Photo taken in 2023) 
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Figure 4.1.29 
Letter of thanks from the Embassy of the People's Republic of China in Malaysia 1(Source: provided by Wang 
Hengni) 
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At the meeting that day, it was unanimously agreed to hold the inauguration ceremony on 
the 27th day of the seventh lunar month, and Jiang Guangwu would be the oath-taker. In 
addition, Hou Xitong also proposed to increase the monthly allowance of Jiang ringgit pei, 
the temple priest, by 40ringgit. Huang Yani reviewed the proposal and it was passed. 
(Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple Meeting : 182-184) 
 
1992, the board of directors decided to allocate $1,000 as a fund for the construction of 
the Raman School. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple Meeting: 2 00) At the meeting on 
March 25, Zheng Jinguo proposed that the surplus from the Christmas celebration banquet 
be used to build the stage and bridge. Hou Xitong proposed to make a lantern, and Pan 
Yunyang suggested to build a building next to the temple land to facilitate the believers to 
avoid getting sunburned while cooking nearby. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple 
Meeting: 2 02-205) On June 8, the board of directors unanimously passed and authorized 
the village chief Jiang Guangwu to handle the relevant funding matters and to build the 
double-headed fish and two pairs of dragons on the roof of the Lao Shi Temple. The project 
is expected to cost $5,000. In addition, Dai Diliang is responsible for the stage board. 
(Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple Meeting: 2 08-210) 
 
On July 1, the board of directors decided to open a current account at the Southern Bank, 
with Yu Zhixing, Zheng Jinguo and Dai Diliang in charge, and stipulated that two of the three 
must sign for it to take effect. On July 6, the board of directors revised the previous 
proposal and decided that all three must sign for it to take effect. (Minutes of the meeting 
of Teacher Bai Ma: 2 11-214) On August 17, the minutes showed that the balance of the 
account at the Southern Bank was 5,000ringgit. (Minutes of the meeting of Teacher Bai Ma: 
2 15-217) 
 
On December 29, the General Affairs Department reported that the shed built next to the 
temple land cost 1,700ringgit. In addition, the meeting approved the request of Tiang Dua 
Village Committee to borrow the stage. The meeting also decided to present plaques to the 
directors of the Lao Shi Temple who were conferred titles, including Huang Binghuo who 
was conferred the title of Datuk, and Wang Taizhu who was conferred the title of P. BM( Bai 
Ma Lao Shi Temple Meeting Minutes: 2 21-223) In the next meeting, two more people were 
presented with plaques, namely Fu Runlu who was conferred the title of Datuk, and Chen 
Fengrun who was conferred the title of P. BM. Chen was also appointed as the Honorary 
Chairman of the Lao Shi Temple. (Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple Meeting Minutes: 2 25-226) 
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On June 23, 1993, the board of directors decided to form a re-election team, which was 
composed of Yu Zhixing, Zheng Jinguo, Dai Diliang, Wu Risheng, Wang Quanben, Huang 
Yaque, Lin Jinying, Zheng Jinqi, Wang Taizhu and Jiang Guangfu. (Minutes of the meeting of 
Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple: 233-236) The preliminary election of directors was held on July 10 
at Tiang Dua Community Hall. The scrutineers were Jiang Guangwu and Yu Zhixing; the 
vote-readers were Pan Yunyang and Zheng Jinqi; the vote-counters were Huang Yani and 
Wang Taizhu; the recorder was Zheng Jinguo. (Minutes of the meeting of Bai Ma Lao Shi 
Temple: 237-238) 
 
On July 22, Jiang Guangwu presided over the re-election of the new board of directors. Yu 
Zhixing and Wang Taizhu tied for the vote, and the chairman of the meeting announced 
that Yu was elected as the chairman of the fifth board of directors. (Minutes of the Bai Ma 
Lao Shi Temple meeting: 2 41-243) 
 
February 17, 1994, the board of directors decided to donate 300ringgit to Tiang Dua 
School. In addition, 50ringgit was also given to each poor elderly person in Tiang Dua New 
Village. (Minutes of the meeting of Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple: 255) 
 
March 25, 1995, the temple priest Jiang Yuan Pei submitted his resignation. The board of 
directors then formed a team to arrange for personnel to clean the temple and all matters 
related to the rental of equipment. The team members were: Zheng Jinguo, Huang Yani, 
Pan Yunyang, Lin Jinying, and Wu Yagao. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple meeting: 
278-280) 
 
October 1, 1995, the board of directors discussed the re-election of the next board of 
directors. The meeting decided that anyone over 18 years old could apply to be a director 
or committee member. Each member could become a permanent member after paying 
tworinggit. (Minutes of the meeting of Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple: 281-282) Zheng Jinguo was 
appointed as the director of the re-election team, mainly responsible for the re-election, 
and the primary election was scheduled for November 4. (Minutes of the meeting of Bai Ma 
Lao Shi Temple: 284-286) 
 
The primary election of the Lao Shi Temple Council was held with Jiang Guangliang as the 
chairman of the meeting; Wu Yiguang and Zhou Yingwan as the vote monitors; Zheng Jinqi 
and Jiang Guangbian as the vote callers; Zheng Jinguo and Huang Yani as the vote counters; 
and Jiang Guangfu was responsible for recording. (Minutes of the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple 
Meeting: 288-290) On November 19, 1995, the Lao Shi Temple officially held an election. 
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Zheng Jinguo narrowly defeated Wu Yiguang by one vote and became the new chairman of 
the Lao Shi Temple. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4.1.30 
Figure: Board member preliminary election form (Source: Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple) 
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The new board of directors decided to appoint Yu Zhixing, the five-term chairman of the 
Teacher's Palace, as the permanent honorary chairman of the temple fair. In addition, Liao 
Chengsheng and Liao Qian made great contributions to the Lao Shi Temple during their 
tenure as directors and were also appointed as permanent honorary chairmen. (Minutes of 
the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple meeting: 2 91-297) On January 10, 1996, the new board of 
directors decided to repaint the Teacher's Palace, and Huang Yani, the general affairs 
director, was responsible for handling it. (Lao Shi Temple minute of meeting: 1-3) 
 
August 29, 1997, the board of directors discussed the re-election and set up a re-election 
team. The meeting approved Zheng Jinguo as the temporary chairman and scheduled the 
primary election for December 25. ( Teacher 's Palace Minute of meeting: 17-19) On the day 
of the primary election, Jiang Guangwu was the temporary chairman, Jiang Guangfu was the 
recorder, and Zheng Jinqi and Huang Yani were the vote-counters. (Lao Shi Temple Minute 
of meeting: 21) 
 
On January 6, 1998, the seventh council election of the Lao Shi Temple was held. Zheng 
Jinguo was re-elected as chairman without any competition. (Lao Shi Temple minute of 
meeting: 2 3-25) On the tenth day of the first lunar month in 1998, in order to congratulate 
Chairman Zheng Jinguo for being awarded the title of P.BM by the head of the Melaka state, 
the General Affairs Department was responsible for ordering a congratulatory plaque, and 
Jiang Guangfu was responsible for contacting Sin Chew Daily to publish the congratulatory 
message in the newspaper. (Lao Shi Temple minute of meeting: 2 7-28) 
1998, the board of directors changed the signature requirement for bank accounts from 
three people to two of the three people. (Lao Shi Temple Minute of meeting: 29-32) On May 
10, 1999, the board of directors began to discuss the re-election of the eighth board of 
directors and set the formal election for June 6. (Lao Shi Temple Minute of meeting: 41) 
 
August 2000, the Lao Shi Temple successfully obtained a grant of NT$20,000 from the 
district councillor through the village committee and decided to use the grant to pave the 
open space in front of the temple so that the villagers would have more space for various 
activities and to build a badminton court there. (Lao Shi Temple minute of meeting: 51-52) 
On March 21, 2001, the chairman reported that the village committee had successfully 
applied to the county office to pave the open space in front of the temple with black oil 
stone. However, the chairman wanted to pave it with cement, so the village head still had to 
come forward to fight for this matter with the government. (Lao Shi Temple minute of 
meeting: 57-58) 
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December 21, 2001, the Lao Shi Temple held a re-election meeting for the board of 
directors and a general meeting of members. (Lao Shi Temple minute of meeting: 59-60) 
On the fourth day of the first lunar month in 2002, the Lao Shi Temple held a re-election 
meeting and appointed the village committee as the chairman of the meeting. In his 
speech, the chairman expressed the hope to retain the former chairman to serve the Lao 
Shi Temple. Liao Yaqiu got it for nothing and became the new chairman. (Lao Shi Temple 
minute of meeting: 61-65) 
 
In 2002, the new board of directors decided to donate NT$1,000 to Tiang Dua School and 
also reward the top three outstanding students in each class. In addition, the Lao Shi 
Temple opened an account at Public Bank and revised the regulations again to require 
three signatures for the signature to be valid. (Lao Shi Temple minute of meeting: 66-68) On 
the 23rd day of the first lunar month, the board of directors donated NT$100 to the 
helpless elderly in the village, namely Chen Shenfa and Guo Shengji. 
 
In addition, the board of directors appointed former chairman Zheng Jinguo as an advisor. 
Not only that, the meeting also passed a motion to appoint an honorary chairman, and the 
general affairs department was responsible for soliciting. The account report shows that 
the balance of the Lao Shi Temple's current account is 3,314.55ringgit; the fixed deposit 
account is 9,560.3ringgit; and the fixed deposit account is 11,092.55ringgit. (Lao Shi Temple 
minute of meeting: 6 9-71) On the 31st day of the first lunar month, the board of directors 
decided to add another donation quota for a helpless elderly person to Wu Yasheng. (Lao 
Shi Temple minute of meeting: 7 3) 
 
March 13, 2002, the board of directors passed a resolution to subsidize the electricity bill of 
NT$89 as a subsidy for the kindergarten and the community hall. (Lao Shi Temple Minute of 
meeting: 77-78) On April 9, the chairman reported at the meeting that Mr. Wu Anxing was 
willing to donate tiles to the Teacher's Palace, and the meeting also decided to use blue 
colored glaze. (Lao Shi Temple Minute of meeting: 79-80) 
 
After entering the millennium, Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School wanted to keep up with 
the pace of technology and set up a computer class in the school. Therefore, it asked the 
Lao Shi Temple for donations of 3,500ringgit. The board of directors initially told the school 
that the school should first ask for donations from the Parent-Teacher Association. If the 
funds were still insufficient, the Lao Shi Temple board of directors would hold another 
meeting to discuss the matter. However, at the next meeting(June 20), the board of 
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directors unanimously passed a motion to donate all funds to the Chinese primary school 
and allocated 4,000ringgit(Lao Shi Temple minute of meeting: 80-82) 
 
August 14, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Tiang Dua New Village, Bai Ma Lao Shi 
Temple decided to host the Karaoke preliminary competition at the Portuguese Hotel. The 
prize money is divided into: champion $ 1200, runner-up $ 800, third place $ 500. The 
Karaoke finals will be held in front of the Lao Shi Temple. (Lao Shi Temple minute of 
meeting: 8 2-83) 
 
On 24th December, the Board of Directors allocated RM1,000 to Tiang Dua School to 
reward the top three students in each class. In addition, the Teacher Palace also rewards 
students who have achieved good results in the Grade 6 Assessment Examination. The 
specific distribution of the bonus is based on the A grade obtained by the students: 2 A 
50ringgit; 3 A 100ringgit; 4 A 150ringgit; 5 A 200ringgit; 6 A 300ringgit; 7 A 500ringgit. 
 
In 2003, the board of directors donated 100ringgit each to the helpless elderly in the 
village, namely Chen Shenfa, Wu Yasheng, Guo Shengji and Zheng Tianshu. (Lao Shi 
TempleMinute of meeting: 87-88) On March 19, the board of directors of the Lao Shi 
Templedecided to allocate 1,000 ringgit to donate to the University of Tunku Abdul 
Rahman. (Lao Shi Temple Minute of meeting: 92) On January 9, 2004, the board of directors 
donated only Chen Shenfa and Wu Yasheng to the helpless elderly in the village, and it was 
still 100ringgit each. (Lao Shi Temple Minute of meeting: 97-98) 
February 2, 2004, the head of the Lao Shi Temple, Sheng Nanzhong, proposed to allocate 
5,000ringgit to Tiang Dua School for activity funds, and the meeting unanimously passed 
the proposal. In addition, the meeting also awarded awards to the top three outstanding 
students in each class, namely 50ringgit for the first place, 30ringgit for the second place, 
and 10ringgit for the third place. Students who achieved good results in the sixth grade 
assessment examination also received corresponding awards based on the A they 
obtained: 2 A 50ringgit; 3 A 100ringgit; 4 A 150ringgit; 5 A 200ringgit; 6 A 300ringgit; 7 A 
500ringgit. In addition, two more people were added to the quota for donating to the poor 
and elderly in the village, Wu Anmei and Guo Shengji. (Lao Shi Temple Minute of meeting: 9 
9-100) 
 
March 25, 2004, the chairman of the board of directors, Liao Yaqiu, suggested 
requisitioning Wang Quanben's vacant land as a long-term singing stage, but the landlord 
had not yet agreed. During the meeting that day, it was also decided to deposit NT$60,000 
into the bank as a fixed deposit. (Lao Shi Templeminute of meeting: 1 02-103) 
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On May 20, the chairman said in his speech at the board meeting that 38 new members 
had joined, and with the original 103 members, the Lao Shi Temple had a total of 141 
members at that time. The meeting that day set June 15 as the date for the preliminary 
election of directors. (Lao Shi Temple minute of meeting: 104) On June 21, consultant Jiang 
Guangwu served as the chairman and presided over the re-election meeting of the 10th 
board of directors. Liao Yaqiu won the re-election of the chairman without any effort. (Lao 
Shi Temple minute of meeting: 109-112) 
 
On July 26, the chairman revealed at the joint meeting that the Lao Shi Temple received a 
grant of 10,000 from the Chief Minister of Melaka, Ali Rostan, and 5,000 from the Executive 
Councillor, Datuk Momin, during last year's celebration. In addition, the chairman said that 
Wu Annan in the village had a vacant land that he wanted to sell, so he sent six directors as 
a delegation to discuss the price of the land with Wu. The delegation consisted of Liao 
Yaqiu, Tan Jinqiang, Sheng Nanzhong, Wu Caiji, Pan Yunyang and Jiang Guangwu. (Lao Shi 
Temple minute of meeting: 1 13-114) 
 
2005, Pan Yunyang, a veteran of the board of directors, wanted to resign, but the general 
meeting did not approve it. Chairman Liao Yaqiu and veteran Wu Caiji came forward to 
retain him. (Lao Shi Temple Minute of meeting: 1 15-116) However, Pan was determined to 
leave, and his resignation was accepted on February 1. The matters related to the incense 
and oil tank of the Lao Shi Temple continued to be taken over by Pan Yunyang. His position 
as a director was filled by Huang Guoliang, who received the highest number of votes 
among the reserve directors. (Lao Shi Temple Minute of meeting: 1 18-119) On May 16, the 
general meeting decided to deposit 20,000 of the 32,000ringgit surplus of the Bai Ma Lao 
Shi's Christmas into a bank as a fixed deposit, and the rest into a current account. (Lao Shi 
Temple Minute of meeting: 1 22-123) 
 
February 7, 2006, the general meeting passed a resolution to allocate double the amount 
of last year, that is, 10,000ringgit, to Tiang Dua School as an activity fund. The board of 
directors continued to donate 100ringgit per person to the helpless elderly in the village: 
Chen Yehua, Zheng Yinghua, Wu Anmei, Chen Shenfa and Wu Yasheng. (Teacher Palace 
Minute of meeting: 1 31-132) 
 
In the report of May 9, the treasurer reported that the surplus of the Lao Shi Temple on the 
18th day of the first lunar month was 9,808.53ringgit. (Lao Shi Temple minute of meeting: 1 
36) In terms of funding, Chief Minister Datuk Seri Ali Rostan allocated 3,000ringgit, MP Lu 
Lin 500ringgit, and District State Executive Councillor Yunus 5,000ringgit. (Lao Shi Temple 
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minute of meeting: 1 37) In the joint meeting held on August 2, the general meeting 
decided to permanently station the stage on the right side of the temple grounds and 
spend 6,500ringgit to replace the stage top with industrial sand. (Lao Shi Temple minute of 
meeting: 1 38-139) 
 
On February 26, 2007, the Council awarded a $10 reward to each player from Tiang Dua 
School who won the Ayer Keroh Basketball Championship. In addition, the Council also 
gave a pair of basketball shoes to Liao Junxiang, who was selected as the state basketball 
player from Tiang Dua School, as a reward. (Lao Shi Temple Minute of meeting: 1 47-148) 
 
On November 26, the Lao Shi Temple held the 11th Council re-election meeting. (Lao Shi 
Temple minute of meeting: 1 56-157) On December 19, the re-election meeting was 
chaired by the village chief Jiang Guangwu. The candidates for the chairmanship nominated 
by the directors were Huang Guoliang and Liao Yaqiu, but because Huang did not accept 
the nomination, Liao won without any effort and continued to be elected as the chairman. 
(Lao Shi Temple minute of meeting: 1 58-161) 
 
January 14, 2008, the new board of directors decided to allocate NT$10,000 to Tiang Dua 
School as an activity fund. In addition, the old members of the Lao Shi Temple were 
appointed as honorary chairmen, including Wu Caiji, Wu Caide, Huang Yaque, Pan Yunyang, 
Hou Fuyong, Liao Qian, Lin Daochang, etc. (Lao Shi Temple minute of meeting: 1 66-167) On 
December 29, Zheng Jinguo will take over the permanent advisory position of the late Wu 
Yihua from his original advisory position. In terms of honorary chairmen, Wu Yiguang and 
Huang Huasheng were added. (Lao Shi Temple minute of meeting: 1 75-176) 
 
On September 15, 2010, the Lao Shi Temple Board of Directors decided to donate 
NT$100,000 to the Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School auditorium. (Lao Shi Temple Minute 
of meeting: 193) On September 22 of the same year, the Lao Shi Temple held a preliminary 
election for the board of directors, and the re-election was scheduled for October 6. Liao 
Yaqiu continued to serve as the chairman of the 12th board of directors. (Lao Shi Temple 
Minute of meeting: 195-201) On January 27, 2012, three female students from Tiang Dua 
Chinese Primary School were selected as the state basketball player representatives of 
Melaka State. The Lao Shi Temple Board of Directors gave each of them a pair of sneakers 
as a reward. (Lao Shi Temple Minute of meeting: 233) 
 
On September 20, 2013, the Lao Shi Temple held its 13th Members' Conference. Since all 
the candidates for the new board of directors were members of the Lao Shi Temple, the 
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conference omitted the preliminary election. On January 10, 2014, at the re-election 
meeting, Liao Yaqiu was re-elected as the chairman of the Lao Shi Temple. (Lao Shi Temple 
minute of meeting: 250-253) 
 
On January 7, 2015, due to the busy work of lawyer Zhang Rongjin and his frequent 
absence from temple fair activities, the board of directors decided to replace him and 
appoint lawyer Zhu Weisheng as the new legal advisor of the Teacher Palace. (Teacher 
Palace minute of meeting: 275) 
 
Education 

Liqing School 
The earliest record of Li Qing School that I can find is the "Recent Situation of the 
Hongmaoli Public Li Qing Primary School" published in Nanyang Siang Pau on April 30, 
1937. The report pointed out that Li Qing School had more than 40 students at that time, 
but the classroom capacity was limited and it was difficult to accommodate them. Faced 
with this challenge, the school management had to seek solutions to improve teaching 
efficiency. The school's chairman Zheng Qiuxing and Wu Chushui and others worked closely 
together to study solutions. They realized that they had to expand the classrooms and 
realized that adding school supplies was also the key to solving the problem. (Nanyang 
Siang Pau 1937 : 11) 
 
In February 1939, students of Li Qing School published a wall newspaper on their own. In 
addition, the school also planned to organize a " Weaving Drama Choir ". At that time, China 
52was in a severe cold, so under the leadership of the principal Ye Yunxing, the primary 
school students responded to the call and collected winter clothes for the soldiers fighting 
on the front line. (Nanyang Siang Pau, 1939 : 14) In April, under the promotion of all 
teachers and students of Li Qing, this activity raised a total of 10.20 Singapore dollars, 
which was paid to the relief association and 53mailed to China. (Sin Chew Daily, 1939 : 13) 
 
The author has not found any news about Li Qing School in the following ten years. 
However, on February 5, 1949, Li Qing School appeared in the "Gucheng Overseas Chinese 
School Report" and thanked all walks of life for their enthusiastic donations, which enabled 
the school to be reopened. ("Nanyang Siang Pau" 1949 : 8). According to the School 

 
52 Newspapers at the time still used "motherland" to refer to China. 
53 At that time, there was a relief association in the Hongmaolai area, and many people who participated in the 
construction of Dinglai New Village and schools actively participated in the activities of the relief association. For 
details, see the appendix. 
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Registration Act, Chapter 139, 54the Li Ching School located at 5½m.s. AYER MOLEK, 
MELAKA was officially registered on April 26, 1946. The full name of the school is " LI CHING 
SCHOOL, 5½m.s. AYER MOLEK, MELAKA". 
 
As a co-educational school, each classroom of Liqing School has a floor area of 588 feet, 
which is 27 feet long, 20 feet wide and 12 feet high. The curriculum of each class includes 
English, Chinese, arithmetic, Mandarin, general knowledge, citizenship, drawing, singing, 
sentence making and physical education. The teacher at the school at that time was Yang 
Hongnian, who was 31 years old, graduated from Fuzhou Sanmin Junior High School, and 
had a monthly salary of 90ringgit. (EOM 106/ 1948, Registration of Chinese Schools Melaka, 
March 1949) 
 
According to historical archives, the board of directors of Liqing School included the 
chairman, vice-chairman, general affairs, and treasurer. Records in March 1949 showed 
that the board of directors included the chairman, Zhuang Yunjin 55, vice-chairman Chen 
Yunhua 56, the chief general affairs and treasurer Wu Sanshui 57, the vice-general affairs Lin 
Bangliang 58, and the auditor Chen Shuiqian 59. At the same time, the board of directors 
also included Zhang Huabao 60, Lin Yixiang, Wu Ji, Lin Yiyu, Yan Zaishun, Zhang Senlin, Gu 
Zaixing, Sun Baoquan, Sun Qingwan, Sun Wende, and Xie Guanghong. (EOM 106/ 1948, 
Registration of Chinese Schools Melaka, March 1949) 
 
Between 1949 and 1950, there were some changes in the board of directors of Liqing 
School. According to the records in February 1949, the board of directors of Liqing School 
included: Chairman Zhang Huabao, Vice Chairman Chen Yunhua, Chief Secretary Lin 
Bangliang (later resigned), Deputy Secretary Wu Chushui 61, Chief Treasurer Huang Guanyu 
62, Deputy Treasurer Wu Sanshui, Accountant Lin Yixiang, and Clerk Zhang Shenglin 63. 

 
54In the early years, when the Chinese came to the south, they found it difficult to recognize Malay place names, 
so they followed the British way and used the common name of milestones to replace place names. The 
Cantonese and Hakka dialect groups often use "how many stones" to refer to them, and "stone" means the 
stone that marks the milestone. 
55 Born in Nan'an County, Fujian Province, businessman 
56 Born in Nan'an County, Fujian Province, businessman 
57 Born in Huizhou County, Guangdong Province, businessman 
58 Born in Yongchun County, Fujian Province, businessman 
59 Native of Tongan County, Fujian Province, businessman 
60 Born in Xuwen County, Leizhou, Guangdong Province, businessman 
61 Born in Hui'an County, Fujian Province, businessman 
62 Born in Huizhou County, Guangdong Province, businessman 
63 Born in Meixian County, Guangdong Province, businessman 
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(EOM 106/ 1948, Registration of Chinese Schools Melaka, February 1948(1949) 64) 
According to archival materials, the teachers of Liqing School in 1948 included Shen Muyao 
and Xu Yu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
64 The file serial number on the archive is two years. 

 
Figure 4.1.31 
List of the Melaka Education Department Chinese Teacher Training Class (Source: Melaka Archives Branch of 
the National Archives Department) Shen Muyao was once the principal of Liqing School. 
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LI HWA SCHOOL 
The official founding year of Li Hua School is unknown, but according to a report in 
Nanyang Siang Pau on March 15, 1949, the school had been established for more than ten 
years that year. Therefore, going back in time, Li Hua School was established in 1939 or 
earlier. (Nanyang Siang Pau 1949 : 8). According to archival materials, the Monthly Report 
on Chinese Schools Melaka in May 1948 shows that Li Qing School and Li Hua School 
existed in Melaka at the same time. (No. (14) in EOM 81/48, EOM 81/1948, Monthly Report 
on Chinese Schools Melaka, May 1948) Based on the information the author has consulted 
in the Archives, the earliest record of Li Hua School is in the "List of Chinese Schools, 
Melaka applying for registration"(No. (9A) in EOM 103/47, EOM 103/1947, Registration of 
Chinese School Melaka) 
 

 
Figure 4.1.32 
Shen Muyao’s personal information (Source: Melaka Archives Branch of the National Archives) 
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Figure 4.1.33 
Melaka School Monthly Report in 1948 (Source: Melaka Archives Branch, National Archives Department) 
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On April 26, 1946, Lai Wah School was officially registered in accordance with Chapter 139 
of the School Registration Act. The full name of the school is "Melaka Hong Mao Li Public Lai 
Wah School", and its English translation is LI HWA SCHOOL. The school is located at 8 miles 
in Hong Mao Li. In the national archives, the English translation of Lai Wah School is Lai Wah 
School and Lee Wah School. Lai Wah School is a coeducational school. Each classroom has 
a floor area of 640 feet, which is 32 feet long, 20 feet wide and 12 feet high. 
 
Moreover, Lihua School provided a comprehensive education curriculum. The curriculum of 
each class included: English, Mandarin, General Knowledge, Arithmetic, Nature, Health and 
Citizenship. The teacher at the school at that time was Wang Wenhai, 33 years old, 
graduated from Hokkien Yuhua Middle School and Hokkien Higher Normal School, with a 
monthly salary of 90ringgit. (EOM 103/1947, Registration of Chinese School Melaka, April 
1946) According to the government's statistical report on the number of Chinese schools 
and students in Melaka in February 1952, the number of students in Lihua School was 34. ( 
CAM No.164/51 B, Chinese Education Advisory Committee(General), February 1952) 
 
Compared to Li Qing School, the villagers of Tiang Dua New Village today are more familiar 
with Li Hua School. In oral interviews, many people always mention Li Hua School, which is 
the "predecessor of Tiang Dua School". However, the author has not yet found any 
information showing the date when Li Hua School was officially closed. However, 65the 
minutes of the Tiang Dua Village Committee meeting in April 1955 showed that all the 
property of Li Hua School would be absorbed by the Tiang Dua School Fund. (CAM 
No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, April 1955) 
 
This resolution later caused controversy, which directly led to a special meeting of the joint 
school committee of Li Hua School and Tiang Dua School on January 3, 1956. The dispute 
mainly focused on whether Tiang Dua School had the right to invite bids for Li Hua School 
and the legality of the bidding process. During the meeting, Li Hua School claimed that 
Tiang Dua School had no direct jurisdiction over Li Hua School. Therefore, it was necessary 
to investigate and mediate the dispute caused by Tiang Dua School's invitation to tender for 
the Li Hua School building. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 3 January 
1956) 
 
On that day, Mr. Li Jinsheng, the Chinese affairs officer of Melaka Central, and Leong Ah 
Hong, a member of the Chinese Advisory Group of Tiang Dua New Village, served as 

 
65 The village committee and school committee were integrated at that time. 
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arbitrators to adjudicate the dispute. The arbitrators clearly stated that the three points of 
dispute on that day were as follows: 

a) Tiang Dua School has no jurisdiction over Li Hua School. 
b) The building tender notice issued is issued unilaterally by the Tiang Dua School 

Committee only. 
c) The request for tender for the Lihua School building was not authorised by the 

Lihua School Committee. 

 
At the beginning of the meeting, the Joint School Committee accepted the recommendation 
of two arbitrators that the actions of the Tiang Dua New Village School Committee on the 
tender and notice be deemed invalid. The arbitrators proposed that the Li Hua School 
Committee vote on the issue of control and jurisdiction of "transferring the property of Li 
Hua School to the Tiang Dua New Village School Committee ". Five of the six Li Hua School 
Committee members present supported the proposal and one opposed it. 
 
Lee Kim San further proposed that the Tiang Dua Resettlement Area School Committee 
should hold another vote on whether to re-issue the tender for Li Hua School or leave the 
matter as it is. When the vote was taken, nine people supported re-issuing the tender and 
four opposed the proposal. Mr Lee further suggested that a two-week notice of the tender 
should be issued and a circular should be issued to the committee members of both 
schools at the same time. ( CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 3 January 
1956) 
 
January 27, 1956, Wang Zhaobing won the tender for the construction of Lihua School at a 
price of $ 320 and was required to pay the fee before February 1. After winning the bid, 
Wang Zhaobing was also required by the Chinese Affairs Officer to demolish the building of 
Lihua School on or before February 15. ( CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 
27 January 1956) 
 
Tiang Dua  New Village School 
1951, Wang Zhaobing saw that there were many school-age children in the village, so he 
thought that the establishment of a school could not be delayed. Then, he called on his 
colleagues to prepare a school construction committee. The school construction plan not 
only received support from the villagers, but the Melaka State Malaysian Chinese 
Association also donated 7,000ringgit as the construction fund for Tiang Dua School. (Tiang 
Dua Chinese Primary School 50th Anniversary Golden Joy Special Issue 2002: 9) 
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On 16 June 1952, the committee for the development of new villages held its first meeting. 
The progress report of the new village schools was the first item to be discussed that day. It 
was recorded that Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School was still a school to be built at that 
time. (No. (4) in RCOM. 678 / 52, CAM NO.69 / 1952, Committee of the Development of New 
Villages, 16 June 1952) This shows that the construction of schools was already on the 
agenda at the early stage of the development of new villages. 
 
The government standardized the management and construction of new village schools. 
Therefore, another agenda item on the same day resolved that schools must be named 
after the new village where they are located, and the name must be displayed in English 
and Chinese characters on the school building. 66( No. (4) in RCOM. 678/52, CAM 
NO.69/1952, Committee of the Development of New Villages, 16 June 1952) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 11 September 1952, the Committee of the Development of New Villages held its third 
meeting and mentioned matters raised at the previous meeting, including the progress of 
the Central District School construction plan. According to the archives, the development 
contract for Tiang Dua School had been signed, indicating that the construction of the 
school had entered a substantial stage. ( No. (4) in RCOM. 678 / 52/I, CAM NO.69 / 1952, 
Committee of the Development of New Villages, 11 September 1952) 

 
66 For more details, please refer to the National Archives: RCOM(CA)78/51, Encl(26) 

 
Figure 4.1.34 
The Chinese and English name sign of Tiang Dua School(Source: Luo Jun) 
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On 23 December 1952, the Collector of Land Revenue reported at the fifth meeting of the 
New Villages Development Committee that the school building at Tiang Dua was actually 
completed. 67(No. (12) in RCOM. 678 / 52, CAM NO.69 / 1952, Committee of the 
Development of New Villages, 23 December 1952) At that time, there were three 
classrooms and a teacher's dormitory. (Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School 50th Anniversary 
Golden Joy Special Issue 2002: 9) The completion of the construction of Tiang Dua New 
Village School laid the foundation for the formal operation of the school. 
 
According to the statistics of new village schools in 1952, the number of students at Tiang 
Dua School at that time was 150. The total government subsidy for the capital construction 
of the campus was $13,100, including $5,600 for buildings, $6,000 for dormitories, and 
$1,500 for equipment. In addition, the salaries of teachers and staff were $4,860, totaling 
$17,960. (CAM No.164/51C, Penang Chinese Schools Advisory Committee Minutes, 1952) 
 
In 1953, Malay language teaching began to be popularized in Chinese schools. According to 
the list of "Chinese schools teaching Malay", the Malay language classes at Tiang Dua 
Chinese Primary School were arranged from 1:30 pm to 2:30 pm every Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday. 68(EOM 468/1953, Minutes of Conference of State / Settlement Heads of 
Department of Education, 1953) According to the Malay language teacher inspection in 
1959, the Malay language teacher at Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School in September of 
that year was Gayah binte Ahmad(EOM 01212 Pt.2, Minuts of Chief Education Officers 
Conference, September 1959) In order to ensure that Tiang Dua students continued to 
learn Malay, Tiang Dua School also published a recruitment notice in the newspaper on 
November 12, 1965. Seeking a registered teacher to teach Malay language at Tiang Dua 
Chinese Primary School at the beginning of the following year. (Berita Harian, 1965: 8) 
 
According to the statistics of new village schools in 1953, the number of students at Tiang 
Dua School at that time was 150. As a government-subsidized school, Tiang Dua received a 
government subsidy of $ 6,480. (CAM No.164/51C, Penang Chinese Schools Advisory 
Committee Minutes, 1953) 
 
On December 28, 1953, Wang Zhaobing wrote a letter to the Chief Secretary for Chinese 
Affairs in the name of the Tiang Dua New Village School Board, stating that most families in 
Tiang Dua New Village were poor and hoped that the Chief Secretary would provide 

 
67 For more information, please refer to the National Archives file: RCOM.77/50 
68 For more details, please refer to the National Archives File No. (182A) in EOM 36/52. 
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sponsorship for operating funds. Wang Zhaobing mentioned in the letter that Tiang Dua 
School had been facing financial difficulties since its opening in 1953. The initial funds were 
difficult to cope with, and it was only thanks to the Malaysian Chinese Association's 
continued subsidy support for several months that the operation of Tiang Dua School could 
be maintained until the next year. (CAM NO.69 / 1952, Committee of the Development of 
New Villages, 28 December 1952) 
 
After-care policy introduced by the British government, each Chinese primary school must 
be equipped with an English teacher. (Rhoderick 1965:14) Therefore, according to archival 
data, the salary of the English teacher at Tiang Dua School was $ 145.75 per month from 
March to October 1957. ( EOM 00724 Pt.3, Annual Report 1957 Chinese Schools, Melaka, 
1957) has actively responded to government activities. For example, from June to August 
1961, the Ministry of Education held a total of 40 citizen meetings in Melaka, and the citizen 
meeting held at Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School was on August 14. ( EOM 01679 Pt.2, 
Explanation of Report of the Education Review Committee 1960, November 1961) 
 
1964, Tiang Dua Primary School had a total of 188 students, and the existing classrooms 
were insufficient. Fortunately, the government agreed to sponsor 9,000ringgit for the 
construction of new buildings. The shortfall was made up by the villagers and enthusiastic 
people in the new village. (Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School 50th Anniversary Special Issue 
2002: 9) 
 
In January 1966, the list of government-subsidized schools recorded that Tiang Dua 
Chinese Primary School had a total of 208 students, all in the morning class, and no 
afternoon class was offered. In addition, there was one class from Grade 1 to Grade 6, with 
a total of 8 teachers. (PPM 00431 Pt.18 D, Penyata tahunan 1969(Sek 2 China), January 
1966) The following year, the number of students in the Chinese primary school was slightly 
reduced to 203, but there was still one class from Grade 1 to Grade 6, with a total of 8 
teachers. (PPM 00306 Pt.12 C[M], Penyata-setengah( 1966, 1967) 
 
In 1968, the Melaka Education Department approved the addition of three classrooms to 
Tiang Dua School. tambahan) to meet the growing demand for the number of students. Not 
only that, it will also receive a total of NT$200,000 in grants with 8 other Chinese primary 
schools. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 1968) In 1969, among the fully-
aided Chinese primary schools, Tiang Dua School had 2 08 students and an average 
attendance of 2 03. ( PPM 00431 17.A, Annual Report 1968(Chinese Section), 1969) 
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Due to the dramatic increase in the number of students at Tiang Dua, the school had to 
find ways to expand the school. In 1969, the government allocated 43,000ringgit and 
ordered the Engineering Department to build three new classrooms, a teacher's office, a 
principal's office, a new toilet with 16 small toilets, a rain shelter corridor, and a fence 
around the campus. As a result, the original three classrooms were used as a library, a 
drawing room, and a gymnasium. (Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School 50th Anniversary 
Golden Joy Special Issue 2002: 9) 
 
In September 1969, the Minister of Education, Dato Abdul Rahman Yaakob, visited Tiang 
Dua Chinese Primary School and presided over the opening ceremony of the school's new 
school building and the exhibition of student achievement drawings and teaching aids. In 
his speech, the minister advised all Chinese primary school teachers, especially those who 
teach English, to work hard to learn written and spoken Malay in order to adapt to the 
Malaysian education system. (Berita Harian, 1969:1) 
 
In July 1973, the Melaka State Education Director issued a circular instructing that children 
born in 1968 and 1969 must enter the first grade of primary school in 1975 and 1976 
respectively. (PPM 02877 Pt. IV B, Jawatankuasa Tindakan Daerah Dewan Negeri, Melaka 
1974, July 1973) 
1974, Tiang Dua School built a badminton court for students to keep fit and develop 
healthy living habits after class. Four years later, the Melaka State Education Department 
approved Tiang Dua School to build a canteen. (Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School 50th 
Anniversary Special Issue 2002: 9) 
 
In 1984, when Principal Li Nianhui, who had served Tiang Dua for more than 30 years, 
retired, he repeatedly reminded that the Tiang Dua bilingual name sign must not be 
abandoned under any circumstances. Therefore, although there is a new school name 
plaque on the school gate, this plaque is still retained on the campus. 
 
On December 21, 1994, the Public Works Department (JKR) demolished three classrooms 
built in 1952 that were now infested by termites. On July 30, 1997, the Melaka State 
Education Department allocated funds to repair toilets, classroom offices and temporary 
science and art rooms, main roads and additional parking bays. (Tiang Dua Chinese Primary 
School 50th Anniversary Golden Joy Special Issue 2002: 10) 
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Since 1998, after the efforts of the Board of Directors and the Parent-Teacher Association, 
Tiang Dua School finally obtained the approval of the Deputy Minister of Education, Dr. 
Fong Chin Onn, for the funding to build a two-storey new school building. In addition, Dato' 
Seah Gui Zhong, State Executive Councillor, and then-PTA Chairman Wang Tai Zhu helped 
to obtain funding for the construction of a new library, and applied to the Education Bureau 
for the establishment of a science and art room. (Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School 50th 
Anniversary Golden Joy Special Issue 2002: 1 0) 
 
November of the same year, the Public Works Department repaired three classrooms in 
Block B and replaced the mesh windows with glass windows. From April 19 to May 19 of the 
following year, the Public Works Department came to Tiang Dua School again to reinstall 
the door panels for the classrooms and resurface the main road of the school. (Tiang Dua 
Chinese Primary School 50th Anniversary Golden Joy Special Issue 2002: 10) 
 
May 12, 1999, the request to add a science and art room was approved and the Education 
Bureau allocated funds. In the same year, the school board and the parent-teacher 
association worked together to build a sand field for students to practice long jump. (Tiang 

 
Figure 4.1.35 
Group photo of Tiang Dua students(Source: Luo Jun) 
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Dua Chinese Primary School 50th Anniversary Special Issue: 2002) On June 4, the Melaka 
Historical City Council donated flowers and trees to beautify the campus. (Tiang Dua 
Chinese Primary School 50th Anniversary Golden Joy Special Issue 2002: 10) 
 
September 19, 1999, the Melaka State Education Department allocated funds to refit a 
main water pipe from the school gate to the toilet. On March 14 of the following year, the 
teacher's dormitory built when the school was founded was demolished. The Ministry of 
Education allocated 40,000ringgit to build a data center on the original site of the teacher's 
dormitory. On October 4, 1999, the Ministry of Education allocated funds to build a two-
story school building with six classrooms and two small toilets each with five small toilets. 
The handover ceremony was held on November 25 of the following year. (Tiang Dua 
Chinese Primary School 50th Anniversary Golden Joy Special Issue 2002: 10) 
 
September 28, 2001, Melaka Chief Minister Datuk Wira Mohamad Ali Roshidan officiated at 
the unveiling ceremony of the new school building and library of Tiang Dua Primary School. 
In 2002, the school board and the parent-teacher association sponsored and installed the 
computer room with air-conditioning equipment. In addition, four air conditioners were 
sponsored by kind-hearted people and installed in two classrooms. (Tiang Dua Chinese 
Primary School 50th Anniversary Golden Joy Special Issue 2002: 1 0) 
 
On September 15, 2010, the Lao Shi Temple Board of Directors decided to donate 
NT$100,000 to Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School for the construction of an auditorium. 
(Lao Shi Temple minute of meeting: 193) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4.1.36 
Opening ceremony of the Tiang Dua Hua Primary School auditorium to raise funds (Source: Jiang Kexin) 
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In 2016, students from Tiang Dua School achieved outstanding results in the Primary Six 
Examination. It was also the school where more than 5% of students obtained excellent 
grades(A) that year, and received a certificate of commendation from the Education Bureau. 
(China Press, 2016) 
 
In the 2019 Melaka State Government Chinese Primary School Education Grant, Tiang Dua 
School received RM20,000. (China Press, 2019) On October 20, Melaka City MP Khoo Poay 
Tiong said that the grant had been issued to the school. ( Sin Chew Daily, 2019) On January 
8, 2021, the Director of the Melaka State Education Department, Azam Ahmad, handed 
over book vouchers for first-grade students in 26 primary schools in the Hang Tuah Jaya 
parliamentary constituency. Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School was one of the beneficiary 
schools. (eNanyang, 2020) 
 
In 2022, Datuk Seri Samsudin Iskandar, the MP for Hang Tuah Jaya in Melaka, handed over 
RM10,000 to the board of directors of Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School to assist in 
upgrading school facilities and beautification. Although this amount is not enough to cover 
all expenses, the board chairman Zhou Jingui said that this is an important support that will 
help improve the environment and conditions of the school. (Sin Chew Daily, 2022) 
 

Extracurricular activities performance 

On February 26, 2007, the Lao Shi Temple Council decided to give a reward of 10ringgit to 
each player from Tiang Dua School who won the Ayer Keroh Basketball Championship, and 
to give a pair of basketball shoes to Liao Junxiang, who was selected as the state basketball 
player, as an additional reward. (Lao Shi Temple minute of meeting: 1 47-148). On January 
27, 2012, three female students from Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School won the honor of 
being the state basketball representative of Melaka. In order to recognize their outstanding 
achievements, the Lao Shi Temple Council decided to reward each of them with a pair of 
basketball shoes. (Lao Shi Temple minute of meeting: 2 33) 
 
Tiang Dua School focuses on humanistic literacy and actively cultivates students' external 
skills. In 2017, Tiang Dua students participated in the young reporter training camp 
organized by China Press. Young reporters Zhang Yongjun and Wu Jiajun both learned 
media interviews and photography knowledge. (China Press, 2017) 
 
In 2020, students from Tiang Dua have performed well in Taekwondo. The female athletes 
from Tiang Dua School who won medals on behalf of Melaka in the 2020 National Women's 



ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 3 (30 JUNE 2024) 

 

NVWG/3/04-78 
 

Taekwondo Video Competition include bronze medalists ZULAIKHA ZAHRA BT. JEHAN(11-12 
years old female white-yellow-yellow individual set boxing) and Huang Huiting(11-12 years 
old female blue-red-red-black individual set boxing)(Sin Chew Daily, 2020) 
 
In 2022, Tiang Dua students Wu Huihan and ZULAIKHA ZAHRA BT JEHAN won the gold 
medal in the women's white-yellow-yellow- green belt individual set boxing(11-12 years old) 
and the bronze medal in the women's white-yellow-yellow belt individual set boxing group 
A(13-15 years old) in the " 2022 Batu Pahat Taekwondo(ITF) Video Competition" organized 
by the Batu Pahat District Taekwondo Association and the Johor Taekwondo Association. 
(Sin Chew Daily, 2022) 
 
According to the "Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School 50th Anniversary Special Issue", the 
Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School Taekwondo Association was established in June 1999, 
and Mr. Zhang Guicheng served as the first coach. (Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School 50th 
Anniversary Special Issue, 2002, page 10). In 2022, Su Zhenling from Tiang Dua School 
participated in the 36th National Chinese Primary School Chinese Speech Melaka District 
Preliminary Competition with the speech "Confidence Makes You Successful". ("Sin Chew 
Daily", 2 022) 
 
In 2023, the Youth League of Yongchun Federation held a cloud-based Spring Festival 
calligraphy competition for the first time, with more than 3,000 participants. However, Tiang 
Dua students Wu Huihan and Aina were still able to win the selected award in the 
competition where many masters gathered. ("e Nanyang", 2023)("Sin Chew Net", 2023) 
 

Donations 

Donations from philanthropic members of the community and early subsidies from the 
Social Welfare Lottery Committee provided critical financial support for the school's 
operations and played an important role in its development. In January 1963, the total 
amount of donations from enthusiastic people in the community to Tiang Dua Chinese 
Primary School was $ 235, and the subsidy from the Social Welfare Lottery Committee was 
$ 35. (PPM 00431 Pt.XII A, Annual Report 1963(Chinese Schools), January 1963) 
 
In December 1965, the donations from the community totaled $ 260, and the Social 
Welfare Lottery Committee subsidized $ 3. ( PPM 00431 Pt.XIII B, Annual Report(Chinese 
Section), December 1963). In December 1966, the only donation received from the society 
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was $ 188.00. 69(PPM 00431 Pt.XIII C, Annual Report 1966(Chinese Section), December 
1966) 
 
Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School raised a total of $ 178.00 in January 1967, of which $ 79 
was donated by the public and $ 99 was donated by the sponsor. (PPM 00431 Pt.18 D, 
Penyata Tahunan 1969(Sek 2 China), January 1967. In 2002, under the call of the Tiang Dua 
School Board of Directors and Parents Association, the school began to introduce 
computer technology. The Bai Ma Lao Shis' Palace also allocated RM4,000 to specially make 
a set of multi-purpose cupboards to contribute to the promotion of the Tiang Dua School 
computer room. (Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School 50th Anniversary Golden Joy Special 
Issue 2002: 1 0) 
 
In 2005, the Bai Ma Lao Shis' Palace donated 5,000ringgit as an activity fund for Tiang Dua 
School. In 2006, the Bai Ma Lao Shis' Palace donated another 10,000ringgit to Tiang Dua 
Chinese Primary School. (Lao Shi Temple Minute of meeting: 1 32) 
 
Since 2007, the Melaka Tropical Expedition Team has sponsored Tiang Dua Chinese 
Primary School's "China Press" for nine consecutive years. (China Press, 2014)(China Press, 
2015)(China Press, 2016) Not only that, in 2015, Melaka Universal Enterprise also 
sponsored Tiang Dua School's "Nanyang Siang Pau". (Nanyang Siang Pau, 2015) 
 
On July 8, 2016, after the Bukit Perau Buddhist Association held a charity carnival, it 
announced that it would donate RM6,000 to six Chinese primary schools in Melaka, 
including Tiang Dua School. (China Press, 2016) Each student from a poor family will receive 
RM100. (China Press, 2016) 
 
In 2017, 15 students from Tiang Dua Primary School received a scholarship of RM100 from 
the Lions Club of Gucheng International. (eNanyang, 2017) Not only that, the club also 
sponsored Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School's China Press the following year for two 
consecutive years. (China Press, 2019) 
 
In August 2018, the Zhang Sheng Temple donated RM500 to Tiang Dua School at the 
birthday dinner of the headmaster Zhang Gong Shengjun. 70(China Press, 2018) In July 
2019, Tiang Dua New Village Weisheng Temple donated RM2,000 at the birthday dinner as 

 
69 For more information, please refer to the National Archives: B il(4)dlm.PPM.00431 Pt.XIII C 
70 Liao Junxiong accepted the award on his behalf. 
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the school's activity fund. (China Press, 2019)(eNanyang, 2019) The temple donated RM500 
to Tiang Dua School again at the temple party in August. (eNanyang, 2019) 
In January 2020, the Melaka Teochew Association and Huilai Association actively responded 
to the Sin Chew Daily Student Reading Plan and sponsored newspapers for 59 Chinese 
primary schools including Tiang Dua School to cultivate students' reading habits. (Sin Chew 
Daily, 2020) 
 
In 2020 God's Birthday Gala Dinner, the Bai Ma Lao Shi Temple awarded RM3,230 in 
rewards to outstanding students from Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School and two 
basketball state players. In addition to holding a lucky draw, the association also donated all 
the proceeds from the sale of beer that night to Tiang Dua New Village Chinese Primary 
School. On the same day, Jiang Yuxian also donated RM8,388 to Tiang Dua Chinese Primary 
School on behalf of the Singapore Leizhou Association as an activity fund. (China Press, 
2020) 
 
In 2022, Gandong Qinghua Palace donated RM1,000 to Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School 
at Zhufu Wangye Christmas Party. (Sin Chew Daily, 2022). In February 2023, Dato Liu 
Jinchang of Fuen Group sponsored Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School to read newspapers 
to help promote school reading. (Sin Chew Daily, 2023) 
 

School Affairs and Personnel 

January 1961, the former Senior Assistant(Vice Principal) of Tiang Dua Chinese School, Mr. 
Lim Peng Kui, resigned and went to work at Bukit Siput( commonly known as Red Card) New 
Village Chinese School in Segamat. (EOM 01550 Pt.2, Appointment of Senior Assistant 
Chinese Schools 1961, 1 January 1961) 
 
The Melaka State Education Department officially appointed teacher Shen Yangbo to take 
over the position of Senior Assistant (Vice Principal) 71on January 13, 1964. The notice 
stated that Shen Yangbo's appointment was only for administrative reasons, mainly to 
assist the principal in performing school administrative tasks, so he would not require any 
additional allowance for this position. 72(Ref:(55) in PPM.01550 Pt. A, Senior Assistans 
[Chinese School] 1964-1965, 13 January 1964.) 
 

 
71 He was 31 years old at the time and graduated from Jia Day Teacher Training School. He had worked as a 
teacher at Batang Melaka Qiao Nan School, Xianglin School and Pei San School. 
72 For more information, please refer to the National Archives: B il(1) dlm. PPM. 01550 Pt.4 
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The 1966 Chinese Primary School Annual Report, there were no university graduates in the 
Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School at that time. The highest educational level was one male 
and one female teacher who graduated from secondary school, one male teacher who 
completed the LCE Course 73, and five male teachers who did not complete the LCE Course, 
a total of eight teachers. (PPM 00431 XII C, Annual Report 1966 [Chinese Section], 1966) 
 
On 16 January 1968, Tan Hong Loon 74was appointed as the Officer's Representative of the 
Ministry of Education (Wakil Menteri Pelajaran) under the Education Act 1961. (PPM 01094 
Pt.20 Vol.11, Board of Managers/Governors Minister of Education, 16 January 1969) In 
December of the same year, the Melaka State Education Department instructed Tan Hong 
Loon to continue his duties as the Officer's Representative of the Ministry of Education.In 
addition, Lim Geok See 75was the supporting representative (Wakil Penyokong), Ong Chan 
Pin 76was the parent representative (Wakil Ibu Bapa), and Tan Biyau was the trustee 
(Pemegang Amanah). The four served from 1969 to 1971. (PPM 01094 Pt.20 Vol. 11, Board 
of Managers/ Governors Minister of Education, December 1969) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
73 In the early stage, high school graduates had to take the Lower Certificate of Education(LCE). In the early 
stage, only those who passed the LCE could be promoted to Form 4(later, they were automatically promoted to 
Form 4). Reference: The Federation of Chinese Associations of Malaysia, the Lim Lian Geok Foundation, and the 
Federation of Chinese Alumni: "Malaysian Chinese Education Handbook", 9th edition, March 2017, page 1 4. 
74 His address at that time was 37, Tiang Dua New Village, Melaka. 
75 His address at that time was 21, Tiang Dua New Village, Melaka. 
76 His address at that time was 16, Tiang Dua New Village, Melaka. 

 
Figure 4.1.37 
Li Nianhui taught at Tiang Dua School from 1954 until his retirement in 1984. 
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According to the government's survey report on non-university graduate teachers in West 
Malaysia in 1969, there were 8 teachers in Tiang Dua Chinese Primary School at that time: 
Lee Nian Hui Lee Nien Fai 77, Low Hoon Yong Liu Hanyang 78, Sim Ngian Poh, Yau Yik Kwong, 
79Wang Eng Hoe, 80Hay Hwee Lian, 81Gan Kim 82Lian, Long bin Yunos 83. (PPM 00431 Pt.18D, 
Penyata Tahunan 1969( 84Sek 2 China), August 1969)85 
 
Infrastructure 

In 1952, the newly appointed British High Commissioner to Malaya, General Sir Gerald 
Templer, announced in a speech that the new villages would be given "post-relocation 
care", including the provision of schools, community halls, roads, public health and health 
services, etc. (R.W.KOMER 1972:54) 
 
Roads And Ditches 
In November 1953, the construction of the new road and drainage scheme had begun at 
the beginning of the month and was expected to be completed by December 15. (CAM 
No.32/1951, Resettlement Areas (New Village), November 1953) On September 27, 1955, 
RF Browning, Assistant Secretary of the Settlement Development Board, applied to the 
Settlement Development Board's Executive Committee for $ 6,800 for the construction of a 
motorable road leading to the AYER MOLEK Chinese immigrant settlement. 

The program costs $ 6,800 and includes the following: 
Materials (latite, RC pipe, stone, etc.) $ 5,269.80 
Unskilled workers $ 761.00 
Shipping fee $ 99.00 
Rent a bull-pulled roller $ 400.00 
Rubber Tree Compensation $ 120.00 
Unexpected expenses $ 150.20 

 
77 Li Nianhui: male, born on September 10, 1929, of Chinese descent. 
78 Liu Hanyang: male, born on March 24, 1941, Chinese. 
79 Xia Wenlan: Female, born on May 8, 1939, of Chinese descent. 
80 Wang Ronghe: male, born on June 14, 1960, of Chinese descent. 
81 Rao Yigang: male, born on February 18, 1936, of Chinese descent. 
82 Yan Jinyan: male, born on February 15, 1935, of Chinese descent. 
83Long bin Yunos : Male. Born on September 27, 1938, Malay. According to villagers’ recollections, Yunos was the 
only Malay teacher at Dinglai Chinese Primary School at the time, and lived in Dai Diliang’s home. In addition to 
being a teacher, his other identity was a “military leader”, responsible for the safety and security of Dinglai New 
Village. 
84 Shen Yangbo: male, born on May 31, 1939, of Chinese descent. 
85 For detailed information(Chinese version), please refer to the National Archives: PPM 00431 Pt.XVI A, Annual 
Report 1967 
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In addition, families who had settled in the area had built an 80-foot long dirt road 86and a 
drainage ditch. However, in order to make the road drivable, the road surface had to be 
reinforced and metalled, proper culverts constructed, and the side drains repaved. The 
Assistant Secretary for Colonial Development stressed that the motorable road was 
urgently needed to enable families to transport their agricultural produce to the main road, 
to enable the Red Cross, health officials, the Home Guard and other government agencies 
to have easier access to the area, and to enable children to reach schools more easily. (Ref. 
No. (1) in RCOM(D) 165 / 55, CONSTRUCTION OF A MOTORABLE ROAD TO THE CHINESE 
RESETTLEMENT OF AYER MOLEK MELAKA, Scheme No.282 / 55, 27 September 1955） 
 
6,800 from the Melaka Grant Scheme. The committee said that the residents had already 
built an 80-chain dirt road with their own resources and that the government should help 
the residents build a decent road as this would develop the area and help the residents 
produce agricultural products. (1) in RIDA 2880, 1972 / 0005418, CONSTRUCTION OF A 
MOTORABLE ROAD TO THE CHINESE RESETTLEMENT OF AYER MOLEK MELAKA, Scheme 
No.282 / 55, 28 September 1955） 
 
According to records, the government responded positively and approved the proposal. 
The Secretary and Executive Officer of RIDA(Rural & Industrial Development Authority) 
stated on October 10, 1955 that the Chairman had approved the proposal of September 
27 and agreed to allocate $6,800 from the 1955 "Melaka Plan Grant" to build a motorable 
road for Chinese immigrants in Ayer Morib. (2) in RIDA 2880, 1972 / 0005418, 
CONSTRUCTION OF A MOTORABLE ROAD TO THE CHINESE RESETTLEMENT OF AYER 
MOLEK MELAKA, Scheme No.282 / 55, 10 October 1955） 
 
According to the meeting report of the Settlement Development Board in 1956, the road 
construction plan 87was listed in the government's list of " projects approved for 
construction in 1955 ". It was detailed that the government allocated $ 6,800 for this 
project, with a total expenditure of $ 6,799.65, plus about $ 2,400 from villagers. In addition, 
the report also mentioned that the improvement of the 80- link dirt road 88proposed by the 
Assistant Secretary of Settlement Development had been approved and received a 
government grant of $ 1,000 and $ 600 from villagers. (SLO(M) 105/I, Minutues of Meeting 
Settlement Development Board 1956, 1956) 

 
86 Earth road refers to a road with a foundation and wearing surface composed of one or two layers of 
compacted ordinary soil or stabilized soil. 
87 Scheme No. MJS 3/55 
88 Scheme No. MJS 26/55 
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In 1967 included the construction of a new road at Tiang Dua, with an estimated cost of $ 
3,000. (PTG(M) 1259, Mesyuarat Slow Down Pameran Kemajuan N.Melaka, 1967) On 
September 27 of the same year, the new road built by the Ministry of State and Rural 
Development was officially completed. 89(PTG(M) 2159.25A, Mesyuarat Mengkaji(The first 
time I saw her was on a rainy night in Luang Prabang, 27 September 1967) 
 
In 1967, Lim Song Lim, a villager of Tiang Dua New Village, participated in the " Ranchangan 
Tanah Paya Tanjong " plan and successfully obtained land allocation. Although this area 
belongs to Daerah Jasin, due to the fact that Tiang Dua and Daerah Jasin are not far away, 
he was still able to apply for participation. The original content of the document is:(PTG(M) 
2104/38, PTG(M)1327 Jld.1, Annual Report For State Legislature (Land Administration), 
1967) 

Pembahagian Tanah Kepa peserta tidak-lah I miss you so much Kepada Peserta di 
mana Daerah Ranchangan itu di- buka, tetapi hendak-lah melibat kedudokan 
ranchangan I am not a good person Kampong 2 is open for business dengan-nya. 

 
In 1969, a 150 - rantai road from Tiang Dua to Kg Paya Baru was proposed at an estimated 
cost of $ 9,000. ( PTG(2159) Jld II, Mesyuarat Mengkaji(The first time I saw her was in the city 
of Luang Prabang, 1969) 
 
In 2021, since the Perikatan Nasional government came to power, the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government has not yet appointed a new village development officer for the 
Central District. As a result, no one in Tiang Dua New Village, which belongs to the Central 
District, helped to express the livelihood of the people to the government departments and 
apply for funding to repair and upgrade the facilities in the village. In July 2021, the then 
village head Jiang Yuxian said that due to the lack of government funding support, the ditch 
beside the main road of Tiang Dua New Village had been damaged for several days and was 
unable to be repaired and upgraded due to insufficient funds. The village head also said : " 
Some people think that the village head has done nothing. A small ditch has not been 
repaired for many years. In fact, the village committee has no money to repair it."("Sin Chew 
Net", July 22, 2021) 
 
Two months later, Tiang Dua New Village received a grant from the Melaka Public Works 
Department. In early September, the Public Works Department arrived at Tiang Dua New 
Village to upgrade the large drain that had not been repaired for more than 20 years. 

 
89 For more information, please refer to the National Archives file: Bil. PDMT 03522 
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(Guangming Daily, 2021) In May 2022, Tiang Dua New Village received RM70,000 to upgrade 
the new village construction. Village chief Jiang Yuxian said that the project will be divided 
into two phases, namely the first phase to upgrade the drain located beside the main road 
of the new village, upgrading the original one-foot wide "V" shaped ditch to a two-foot wide 
and two-foot deep "U" shaped ditch; the second phase is to upgrade the back alley drain 
on the second road in the village to solve the problem of water flowing into villagers' homes 
every time it rains in the past three years. (Sin Chew Daily, 2022) 
Water Source 
1955, the construction of water supply facilities in Tiang Dua New Village made initial 
progress. This was on February 17, 1955, when the chairman of the village committee, 
Wang Zhaobing, called on the government to subsidize $50 for the installation of water 
pipes during the visit of the Melaka Resident Commissioner H.G.HAMMETT. For the 
installation of water pipes in the village(CAM No.69/1952, Committee of the Development of 
New Village, 17 February 1955) 
 
April 29, 1955, the government approved the proposal to extend the piped water supply 
facilities to the canteen. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 29 April 1955) 
On May 27 of the same year, the village committee meeting reported that the water pipe 
installation work had been completed. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 
27 May 1955) 
 
November 25, 1955, the Chinese Affairs Officer distributed a memorandum from the 
Melaka City Government, which contained the rules, conditions and procedures for the 
installation of water supply services. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 25 
November 1955) The government clarified the rules and procedures for the installation of 
water supply services, providing guidance and support for further implementation of water 
supply construction. 
 
As the village committee had mentioned the transportation and distance issues for villagers 
to pay water bills earlier, the Chinese Affairs Officer stated at the village committee meeting 
on January 27, 1956 that the city government would send officials to visit the new village on 
the 28th of each month to check the water meter and issue bills on the spot. The Chinese 
Affairs Officer also appointed and authorized How Tien Sin, then the vice chairman of the 
village committee, who lived at No. 20 in the village, to collect water bills and pay the 
villagers' water bills to the city government on the 5th of each month. (CAM No.70/1951 F, 
Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 27 January 1956) This government move not only solved the 
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transportation and distance issues for water bill management, but also ensured the 
sustainable operation and maintenance of water supply facilities. 
 
Power supply 
April 26, 1962, the National Electricity Board issued a circular stating that the relevant 
authorities intended to review the power supply license applications of some villages, 
including Tiang Dua New Village. And instructed those who intend to supply electricity to 
the village to submit their applications before the 26th of next month. (The Straits Times, 
1962: 18) 
 
The National Electricity Board mentioned the power supply plan for Tiang Dua New Village 
in its first half report of 1968 and stated that the plan would be implemented, but it still 
needed to wait for the processing of application forms, especially applications for logging 
work 90, so that the relevant authorities could make a budget. (PTG(M) 2159 Jld II, Mesyuarat 
Mengkaji Ranchangan2 Pembangunan Negara dan Luar Bandar, 1968） 
 
Melaka Rural Development Committee(JAWATAN KUASA KERJA PEMBANGUNAN NEGARA 
DAN LUAR BANDAR MELAKA) in November 1968, the power supply project for Tiang Dua 
New Village has been assigned to state engineers and the central government has allocated 
$ 122,633. 9192(PTG(M) 2159 Jld II, Mesyuarat Mengkaji Ranchangan2 Pembangunan Negara 
and Luar Bandar, November 1968） 
 
In March 1969, the government was still taking active actions and strategies to promote the 
power supply plan for the new village. According to the report of the National Electricity 
Board, the power supply will be completed before the general election. Regarding the 
progress of Tiang Dua New Village, the authorities said that the state police had contacted 
the Kuala Lumpur headquarters to explore the application of using the area of Tiang Dua 
New Village Police Station as a substation. 93( 94P. TG(M) 2159 Jld III, Mesyuarat Mengkaji(The 
2nd term of the year was held in Luang Prabang, March 1969) 
 

 
90 Report No.: BIL.XVII. 
91 For more information, please refer to the National Archives file: Bil:157/68(84/68) 
92 For more details, please refer to the National Archives: Bil:(33) dlm.JPLB /M/2 Pt.III 
93 For more information, please refer to the National Archives archives: Bil:18/69 
94 For more information, please refer to the National Archives Bureau archives document: Bil:(18) dlm.JPLB 
/M/158 
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On 8 June 1969, Tun Tan Siew Sin said in a speech at Tiang Dua New Village that he could 
hardly imagine the riots that had taken place a while ago, after all, all races had lived in 
harmony in this place for hundreds of years. (The Straits Times, 1969:22) 
 
Fire prevention measures 
On May 2, 1955, in view of the incident in Anle New Village (On Lok New Village) fire, the 
Assistant Resettlement Officer informed the Tiang Dua Village Committee that fire 
prevention measures must be taken in the new village. The village committee agreed with 
this view and decided to install a water pump and four buckets filled with water at each 
identified fire point in the village. The fire points are :( CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua 
Resettlement Area, 2 May 1955) 
 

House Number Principal 
12 Lim Tien Seng 
20 Hou Tien Sin 
37 Tan Biyau 
72 Lim Ah Heng 

 
The establishment of these fire alarm points is aimed at increasing the awareness of new 
village residents about fire and providing the necessary fire-fighting tools for emergencies. 
Moreover, on November 25 of the same year, the Chinese Affairs Officer introduced Che 
Abdullah bin Yusof at the village committee meeting. and Che Ali bin Takip, two firefighters, 
so that they could inspect the fire prevention measures of Tiang Dua New Village. During 
the meeting that day, the village committee also requested to install fire hydrants in the 
village to prevent fire. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 25 November 
1955) 
 
Community Hall 
On November 30, 1956, the village committee proposed to renovate the community hall at 
the meeting and had obtained the approval of the Chinese Affairs Officer. (CAM No.70/1951 
F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, November 30, 1955) 
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Police Stations and Clinics 
 
In each new village there was to be a police station whose personnel were to maintain and 
guard the village perimeter, many of which would be staffed by members of the existing 
Malay police force. (Dobby 1952:177). The Melaka Medical and Health Department's Rural 
Health Project Progress Report for 1967 showed that the Tiang Dua Clinic project received 
a grant of $ 11,500 and had reached 99 % completion, with a total cost of $8842.37. 
(PTG(M) 2159.25A, Mesyuarat Mengkaji Rancang 2, the first day of the Luar Band ar, 1967. 
According to the records of the National Development and Melaka Rural Development 
Committee (JAWATAN KUASA KERJA PEMBANGUNAN NEGARA DAN LUAR BANDAR 
MELAKA), in the meeting in February 1968, the Ministry of Health reported that the clinic in 
Tiang Dua New Village was completed in 1967. ( 95PTG(M) 2159.25A, Mesyuarat Mengkaji 
(2011-02-2013). The medical and health facilities construction project provides timely 
medical services to the residents of the new village, and also demonstrates the 
government's construction and investment in medical and health facilities. 
 
Sports Facilities 

26 April 1957, the Chinese Affairs Officer pointed out that the Malayan Playing Field 
Association might approve the provision of funds for the Tiang Dua New Village playground 

 
95 For more details, please refer to the National Archives: Bil:(76) dlm.JPLB /M/2 Pt.II 

  
Figure 4.1.38 
Plaque of Tiang Dua Community hall (photographed in 2023) 
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and children's play equipment. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 26 April 
1957) 
 
Badminton 
1955, the village committee youth representative Tan Wee Sin requested the committee to 
spend $ 15 to repair the badminton court. The application was approved and the court was 
repaired by the end of the month. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 2 May 
1957). In April 26, 1957, Tan Wee Sin requested the Chinese Affairs Officer to provide 
badminton props. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 26 April 1957). On 
April 14, 1965, the MCA Youth League built its own badminton court in Tiang Dua New 
Village, Melaka. The opening ceremony was held at 7:30 pm that day. Xiong Yangbao, 
director of the welfare group of the National Central League of the MCA Youth League, cut 
the ribbon. (Nanyang Siang Pau, 1962: 13) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ping Pong 
May 27, 1955, the issue of the ping-pong room in the village has been resolved. (CAM 
No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 27 May 1955) 

  
Figure 4.1.39 
Tiang Dua badminton representative Huang Huasheng(Source: Jiang Kexin) 



ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 3 (30 JUNE 2024) 

 

NVWG/3/04-90 
 

Basketball 
The Chinese Affairs Officer informed the village committee at the village committee meeting 
on May 27, 1955 that he planned to hold a basketball game in the new village between 
Melaka Central. He hoped to contact the members of the Chinese Advisory Committee to 
donate some prizes for the champion team. Leong Ah Hong agreed and said that he would 
do his best to assist in this activity. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua Resettlement Area, 27 
May 1955) The minutes of the village committee meeting on July 28, 1955 show that the 
Chinese Affairs Officer was already handling the basketball game. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang 
Dua Resettlement Area, 28 J uly 1955) 
 
April 26, 1957, Tan Wee Sin asked the Chinese Affairs Officer to donate a basketball to Tiang 
Dua New Village. Not only that, he also applied to organize a Tiang Dua New Village 
basketball team and asked to buy a dozen player uniforms. The village committee was 
responsible for contributing $ 24 to buy these uniforms. (CAM No.70/1951 F, Tiang Dua 
Resettlement Area, 26 April 1957). In 2018, the government carried out repairs and 
maintenance work on the basketball court in Tiang Dua New Village. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Figure 4.1.40 
Project notice (photo taken in 2023) 
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Conclusion 

In general, the establishment of Tiang Dua New Village is a microcosm of the New Village 
Plan in Malaysian history. This policy was one of the emergency measures implemented to 
deal with the political and military challenges during the Malayan Emergency. As a product 
of the New Village Policy, Tiang Dua New Village at that time undertook important tasks 
such as resettling residents, maintaining social stability, and blocking the infiltration of the 
Malayan Communist Party into the Chinese. 
 
The formation and development of Tiang Dua New Village is a typical case in Malayan 
history, showing the impact of the new village policy on society during the colonial period. 
Although Tiang Dua New Village faced many challenges and problems at the beginning of 
its establishment, such as hasty construction and imperfect facilities, the residents helped 
each other and worked together to overcome many difficulties and achieved a happy life in 
the new village. With the British government's post-relocation care policy, the lives of Tiang 
Dua villagers have gradually become richer, such as the education, medical care, culture 
and other public service facilities in the new village have also been gradually improved. 
 
Political organizations played an important role during the implementation of the New 
Village Policy, especially the MCA in assisting Chinese immigrants to the New Villages. By 
issuing welfare lottery tickets to raise funds, the MCA provided assistance and services to 
the affected Chinese. However, although the welfare lottery was originally intended to 
support the Chinese community, it was banned by the British government in 1953. In 
addition, the MCA also played a role in politics, through elections and forming groups to 
represent and serve the community. In contrast, the Labour Party had a shorter presence 
in Tiang Dua New Village, being legally registered from 1966, but de-legalized by the 
government just a few years later. However, with the acceleration of urbanization and the 
continuous advancement of economic development, many young people choose to leave 
the new villages and go to cities to seek broader development opportunities and better 
living conditions, resulting in population loss in the new villages. This population loss 
phenomenon not only leads to an imbalance in the age structure of the new villages, but 
also exacerbates the increase in vacant houses.  
 
From a historical perspective, Tiang Dua New Village, as a product of the British colonial 
period, has a basic layout that reflects the social structure and planning concepts of the 
time. The existence of this phenomenon not only makes us reminisce about the past, but 
also deserves our in-depth thinking on how to better promote contemporary community 
development while inheriting historical culture. 
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Chapter 4.2 

Forced Resettlement into Regroupment Areas and New Villages  
Comparative Analysis 

 
Prepared by Dr Francis Loh Kok Wah 

 
2nd Anglo-Boer War 
 
The destruction of homes and forced relocation of civilian populations into new settlements 
first emerged as an aspect of British counter-insurgency operations during the Second 
Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902) in South Africa.  
 
It marked an important turning point from the usual conventional wars which the British 
army resorted to as it established and consolidated its colonies throughout its Empire. This 
idea of forced relocation was also influenced by the experiences of establishing settler 
colonies (like in the US, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and Israel) where the 
native communities were either exterminated, expelled or relocated into newly constructed 
“refugee” or concentration camps to separate them from the colonial settler population, 
and to expedite the interests of the colonial settlers. 
 
From the Anglo-Boer War, there developed three key tenets of conducting 
counterinsurgency: population control, food control and spatial control. Forced 
resettlement into areas controlled by the colonials would deny the insurgents access to 
supporters and recruits; to food, in this case grazing cattle and sheep; and to operational 
space for the enemy. Deportation of Boers was also resorted to.  
 
To separate the population from the insurgents, detention camps referred to as “refugee 
camps” were created. In essence, the British resorted to punishing the civilian population 
instead of the insurgent combatants whom they could not easily identify. It was argued that 
counterinsurgency operations would lessen deaths and the level of brutality; and that the 
conventional wars would be replaced by “small wars” and the use of “minimum force”.  
In fact, poor sanitation, overcrowding and the lack of food resulted in the deaths of more 
than 26,000 Boer women and children in the camps which had been constructed hastily 
and shoddily.  
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The Malayan Emergency 
 
After two World Wars and some 50 years later, the British resorted to counterinsurgency 
operations again in Malaya during the Emergency (1948-60), the name euphemistically 
referring to the anti-British independence struggle. During 1951-53, the British colonial 
government compelled 1.2 million rural dwellers, approximately one-seventh of the 
Malayan population then, into about 600 new settlements. Some 650,000 people (32% 
Malays, 45% Chinese, 18% Indians & 5% Javanese and others) were "regrouped" in rubber 
estates, tin mines and around existing towns. Another 573,000 people (85% Chinese, 9% 
Malays, 4% Indians & 1% others) were resettled into 480 New Villages (NVs), often located 
miles away from their original homes. The regroupment and resettlement processes 
formed the backbone of the counter-insurgency effort to fight the CPM.  
 
Under the Briggs Plan, the regroupment areas and NVs were securitised via barbed wire 
perimeter fencing, check points at the entrance to the NVs where body searches were 
conducted, dusk-to-dawn curfew, and so on. No doubt, resettlement cut the CPM from 
accessing its supporters and sympathisers denying them recruits, information, funds, food, 
medicine and other supplies. 
 
It has been claimed by one military analyst that “the outright brutality of the South African 
war” had “morphed into a subtler, coercive policy in Malaya”. Deportation and resettlement 
were still resorted to, but no “indiscriminate destruction” occurred. “The overall outcome 
was a reduced cost in lives”. The detention camps, now renamed “New Villages” were 
“better managed, with reasonable sanitation and facilities”. It is usually also mentioned that 
“titles to the land they farmed were also given”. It was on the basis of these improved 
circumstances that these analysts claimed that the British succeeded in winning over the 
“hearts and minds of the villagers”, in spite of their relocation and living under highly 
securitised conditions in the NVs.  
 
In fact, there were two other considerations: First, the British resorted to a “divide and rule” 
strategy disallowing popular unity among the three major ethnic groups to emerge. The 
anti-British uprising was deemed to be an uprising led by the Malayan Communist Party 
which was, in turn, dominated by the Chinese; it was not the party of all Malayans. Second, 
it was also the promise of self-rule and the proclamation of Malaya’s Independence in 1957, 
not simply its Briggs Plan to resettle more than one million rural dwellers, which facilitated 
the end of the Emergency. And in this regard, the Alliance Party was presented as a multi-
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ethnic coalition of the three ethnic groups – Malays, Chinese and Malays in contrast to the 
socialist alternative dominated by a single ethnic group, i.e. the Chinese. 
 
Comparison with “Agrovilles” and the “Strategic Hamlets” Programmes 
 
The “Agrovilles” program was conducted by the French colonial government between 1952 
to 1954 in various parts of its Vietnamese colony. It involved the resettlement and 
“pacification” of some 3 million rural dwellers throughout the colony and was co-funded by 
the US. In essence, it was a lame counterinsurgency attempt by the French colonisers to re-
establish their control over the colony after the Japanese Occupation. Although the 
Agrovilles promised community development programs for the rural dwellers, it was not 
tied to an offer of Independence. Not surprisingly, the project was resented by the 
Vietnamese in most parts of the colony. The program was terminated, and most Agrovilles 
dismantled, with the French defeat in Dien Bien Phu in 1954, which ultimately led to its 
withdrawal from Vietnam.  
 
Following the defeat of the French, the communist government led by Ho Chi Minh 
established the People Democratic Republic of Vietnam in Hanoi. Meanwhile, an 
independent government of South Vietnam, led by Ngo Dinh Diem, and propped up by the 
American government, took over in Saigon. Diem and the Americans revived the notion of 
“community development” which had been an important aspect of the Agrovilles project.  
The new programme was named the “Strategic Hamlet Program” (SHP) and Diem’s brother 
Ngo Dinh Ngu was appointed to head it. Unlike the Agrovilles, greater emphasis would be 
given to their protection as well, not community development per se.  
 
Ngu proposed two types of resettlement projects. A first type would relocate people who 
had recently arrived in the South from the North; they would usually have relatives and 
communication with other Vietnamese in the north. They were not reliable supporters of 
the Saigon government but would be given security from the Viet Cong or pro-Hanoi rebel 
groups. 
 
The second type would be new villages where supporters of the Saigon government would 
be resettled. They would be strengthened and become a centres of support for the Saigon 
regime. In both types, emphasis would be given to social engineering programs, as well as 
to establishing local defence forces who would be mobilised to share duties of defending 
their own hamlets.  
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It is well known that Sir Robert Thompson, head of the British Advisory Mission to South 
Vietnam, had played a key advisory role to the Ngo brothers as well as to the American 
advisors in their counterinsurgency programs. He stressed the importance of the civilian 
government governing by the laws of the land in order to win the hearts and minds of the 
people.  
 
Apart from Thompson, the well-known economist W.W Rostow was also recruited to advise 
on the development programs for the strategic hamlets. His advice was summarised into a 
3-Stage Program comprising: 1) “a clearing stage” when rebels in the surrounding areas of 
the hamlet would be repelled; 2) “a holding stage” when government authority would be 
restored and held; and 3) “a winning” stage when schools, new roads and irrigation canals, 
sanitation and other health facilities would be laid out. Via these 3 stages that the 
Vietnamese villagers would be propelled into modernisation. They would be attracted to 
the liberal capitalist projects being introduced and they would attracted to and buy into the 
Saigon government’s program, ultimately.  
 
In fact, the proposed programs met with much opposition from the American military who, 
surmising from their experiences in South Korea, insisted that greater emphasis be given to 
“search and destroy” operations in fighting the communists especially in those rural areas 
where the communists were influential. They opposed programmes towards consolidating 
the strength of the Saigon regime by securitising the more urban populated areas, and 
winning support of the population there. Contrary to Thompson, they opined that it was 
not useful to expand the local defence and security forces which for Thompson had proven 
critical in Malaya. 
 
In Sept 1962, 4.3 million people in South Vietnam had been relocated into 3225 completed 
hamlets. By July 1963, the numbers had further increased: 8.5 million resettled into 7205 
hamlets. Yet it was revealed that only 20% of the hamlets in the Mekong delta were still 
under the control of the government in early 1963. Many had also participated in the 
resettlement but had not abandoned the original villagers which they continued to visit, not 
least because their ancestors were buried in their original homes.  
 
There were numerous complaints that the promised aid had not been forthcoming. Many 
Agrovilles were in a state of “being unfinished”. Wide-spread corruption, and the antics of 
the Ngo brothers, who tended to favour their fellow Catholics, caused an erosion of 
support for the regime. Among those protesting against the strategic hamlets program 
were: the Cao Dai and Hoa Hao sects, the Dai Viet, dissenting Buddhist and Catholic groups.  
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With the arrest and assassination of Ngo Dinh Diem in a CIA-backed coup on 1 Nov 1963, 
the SHP was effectively terminated. Many strategic hamlets were soon abandoned and 
people returned to their original villages. Thereafter, greater emphasis was given to air 
strikes and search and destroy operations by the US military in its Vietnamese operations, 
rather than to social engineering operations as proposed by Thompson and Rostow, and as 
contained in the strategic hamlets program too.   
 
There is no doubt that the scope and scale of the Strategic Hamlets programme was just 
too widespread and large as compared to the Briggs Plan. No hearts nor minds were won 
by the American government, nor by its Saigon proxies. If the hearts and minds were won 
by the British in Malaya, it was on account its steady steps towards Independence and 
handing over control of Malaya to the Alliance leaders. It was not because all the promises 
of the Briggs Plan had been fulfilled (because deterioration of the NVs would set in quickly 
in the 1960s and 1970s).    
 
The Mau Mau Uprising, Kenya, 1952-60 
 
A last case worth citing was the anti-British Uprising which occurred in Kenya. Following a 
series of raids on white settler farms and the killing of livestock by the Mau Mau (also 
known as the Kenya Land and Freedom Party), apparently, to seize back land previously 
taken from them, the colonial government declared a state of Emergency in 1952. This land 
matter was an issue that had been raised time and again prior to the Uprising, by among 
others, Jomo Kenyata, a Kikuyu leader and head of the Kenya African Union.  
 
The Kenya Human Rights Commission estimated that an estimated 90,000 people were 
killed, tortured and maimed. As well, 160,000 Mau Mau supporters were detained without 
trial in “appalling conditions” in “an archipelago of concentration camps”. The vast majority 
of the Mau Mau were Kikuyu, the largest ethnic group in Kenya. With the arrest and 
detention of their leaders, some of whom were subsequently found guilty and hanged, 
approximately one million of the Kikuyu people, who were farmers and herders of livestock, 
were resettled into villagers like in the Briggs Plan and the Strategic Hamlet Programme. 
Apparently, conditions under the Briggs Plans were better than in the Kikuyu resettlement 
schemes. 
 
However, the successful suppression of the Uprising was not due to the resettlement 
programs. It was largely due to the “divide and rule” policy adopted by the British, as they 
also did in Malaya. So, particular ethnic groups were recruited into their British Home 
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Guards. Consequently, some ethnic groups fought alongside the British against the Kikuyu 
who dominated the Mau Mau movement. Unfortunately, bad blood between those who 
fought on opposite sides of the Uprising persists until today.  
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Chapter 4.3 

Papan 
 

Prepared by Dr Francis Loh Kok Wah 
 
 
The case to include Papan, located in the Kinta Valley, Perak, as part of the serial 
nomination for UNESCO listing is, of course, on account of its being one of the New Villages, 
as well as regroupment areas, created in the early 1950s, during the Emergency. Like the 
other cases of Chaah, Berapit, Sekinchan, etc. discussed in this submission, Papan, too was 
subjected to similar severe security restrictions – dusk to dawn curfew, body searches at 
check points at entrances, community cooking, restriction of movement, barbed wire of 
settlements, and so on.  
 
However, unlike the other New Villages in our application, the original settlement of Papan 
dates back to the 1870s. Its history and early development was directly related to the 
emergence of the Kinta District as the world’s most productive alluvial tin mining region. 
Due to this relationship with tin mining, the Kinta also emerged as the District with the 
largest concentration of NVs throughout the country. So, our discussion and inclusion of 
Papan and its New Villages cannot be divorced from this earlier history. 
 
Significantly, Papan’s tin mining history, involved collaboration between the Malay-
Mandaling Penghulus and the immigrant Chinese miners and their coolies, distinguishing it 
from tin mining endeavours elsewhere, which tended to be exclusively Chinese or 
British/European efforts. Consequently, the built heritage of Papan includes not only the 
New Villages; a Main Street with uncharacteristically high roof shophouses dating back to 
pre-WWII years; disused mining ponds behind Papan and reservoirs built on a hill to 
facilitate tin mining; but also the Mandaling-styled Rumah Asal, Rumah Besar Raja Bilah and 
an old mosque – all three reminding us of the Mandaling-Chinese collaboration.  
 
More than that, there exists a house, 74 Main Street where lived a Malaysian nurse Sybil 
Karthigasu (and her doctor-husband) who provided medical assistance to the Malayan 
People’s Anti-Japanese Army (MPAJA), the guerrilla army which resisted the Japanese army 
during its occupation (1941-45). For defying the Japanese who banned any form of 
assistance for the MPAJA, she was tortured by the dreaded Kempeitai (secret police). In 
recognition of her bravery and contribution towards the defeat of the Japanese army, she 
was awarded a George’s Medal by the British government. No doubt, her house down Main 
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Street should be restored and conserved too, visitors encouraged to visit, and the story of 
her bravery told, again and again, to Malaysians, young and old. For she was one of 
Malaysia’s greatest ever heroines.  
 
Papan’s place in history was also highlighted when thousands of its residents – young and 
old – rose to protest against the proposed siting of a radio-active waste dump in its vicinity 
in the 1980s. The proposed dumpsite - which the residents resisted due to its flimsy 
construction which they feared would result in leakage that would contaminate their water 
sources and result in undue health consequences – still stands. Street protests – a rare 
occurrence in post-Independence times - led by Papan community leaders occurred and 
the nation outside Papan was awakened to their plight as well as to the dangers of 
environmental degradation. In our era of ecological consciousness, this episode in Papan is 
an important history lesson to Malaysian peoples; for it registers how a group of common 
folk displayed much courage and foresight to stand up against radioactive waste dumping 
by investors, and disallowed radio-active waste to be stored “in our own backyard”.   
 
This, then, is our vision when presenting the Papan case. For the criteria for Papan’s 
inclusion is not based on Item no. v in the Criteria for Selection, namely, because Papan 
represents “an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement and land use which 
is representative of a culture, or human interaction with the environment that is becoming 
vulnerable under the impact of irreversible change”.  
 
Rather, it is because Papan represents “an outstanding example of a type of building, 
architectural or technological ensemble or landscape which illustrates significant stages in 
the human history of the place. By our efforts, we hope to restore and conserve not only 
Papan’s  built heritage but to present Papan as a living museum encompassing not only its 
new village and regroupment area but its history, built heritage and landscape prior to, and 
subsequent to the Emergency. This is Papan’s “outstanding universal value”, we believe.  
 
Historical and geographical background 
 
Papan is a small town located in the Kinta District, which is one of the administrative 
districts of the state of Perak. Though only 36 miles long and 28 miles broad at its extent, 
the Kinta District has been put on the global map as the most productive alluvial tin mining 
region in the world, ever since the discovery of alluvial tin there, from the late 1880s. It was 
a reputation it held until the 1980s, i.e. for about 100 years. Invariably, Papan’s own history 
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and evolution is related to Kinta’s emergence as the “capital” of alluvial tin mining and 
production.   
 
The western and eastern boundaries of the Kinta District are marked by the crests of the 
granite Kledang and the Main Ranges, respectively. From the Kledang watershed flow the 
Rivers Pari, Johan and Tumboh, and from the Main Range flow the Choh, Pinji, Raia, Sanglop, 
Teja and Kampar.  All these tributaries feed into the Kinta River, which flows through the 
District from north to south before joining the Perak River. Half the District’s 724 square 
miles is jungle-covered mountain, while the other half forms the triangular-shaped valley, 
which is some 8 to 10 miles wide through the length of the District. This riverine system 
contributed to the harvesting of head waters used in hydraulic sluicing of the tin bearing 
soil, as well as the transportation of tin ore in the Kinta as well.   
 
Origins as a timber outpost 
 
According to historical records available, Papan is the oldest town in Kinta, perhaps in Perak 
state as well. The name of the town is derived from the Malay word papan which means 
plank. For Papan began as a timber outpost where the forest around Kampong Chengal 
and Ulu Johan close-by were logged, since the early 18th century. Its proximity to Sungai 
Johan, otherwise known as Sungai Papan, was also critical because the logs could be easily 
transported via the river to Papan, where the logs were sawn into planks, floated 
downstream to Pengkalan Pegoh, then onwards via Sungai Kinta and Sungai Perak to Teluk 
Intan located at the river mouth, for export elsewhere. The much sought after chengal 
hardwood was reportedly used to build boats, for construction of buildings and the making 
of furniture. 
 
That said, Papan is better known as a mining town, perhaps the first mining town in the 
Kinta. Around 1873, according to historical records available, a Chinese miner had acquired 
a plot of mining land from Sultan Ismail, then the monarch of Perak who claimed ownership 
rights over the said land, and so determined the issuance of mining permits. The permit 
allowed the Chinese towkay to mine at a place called Tongkang, and to establish a small 
settlement along Sungai Johan. Reportedly, some 250 Chinese coolies worked the mine.  
 
Raja Bilah and the Mandailing Connection 
 
After Sultan Ismail was ousted by the British following the Perak War in 1875, his mines in 
the Kinta were confiscated by the British authorities and awarded to Raja Asal, the “warlord 
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of the Mandailing” (who originated from North Sumatera), who had sided with the British 
against Ismail in the Perak War.   
 
In 1876 Raja Asal was appointed as the Collector of revenue (on behalf of the British) for 
the mukim of Papan and Sungai Johan. After his death in 1879, his nephew and adopted 
son, Raja Bilah, succeeded him. In fact, Raja Bilah was appointed as Penghulu (district head) 
by the British colonial government in 1882, and made directly answerable to the British. In 
effect, this was a new model of colonial administration which linked the British colonisers to 
the district via the appointment of a local native chief, in this case, Raja Bilah.  
 
As Penghulu, Raja Bilah assumed “multifarious duties”, the most important being 
maintaining law and order, administrating justice, and the collection of revenue (land rent 
on smallholdings, passes for timber cutting and gutta collection, fishing stake licenses, and 
the kerah (corvee labour) tax. To better execute his duties, he relocated his family and his 
followers from Pengkalan Kacha to Papan, the most significant tin-producing area at the 
time. Together with his uncle he was responsible for establishing the Mandailing settlement 
in Papan as well.  
 
Hence, a feature of the tin mining industry in Papan, was the partnership of the Mandailing 
leaders with Chinese tin miners. This cooperation contributed towards the rapid growth Of 
Papan and turned it into one of the richest towns in the 1880s and 1890s. The beautiful 
Rumah Asal (or Bagas Godang) that Raja Asal built on the hill in Papan in 1883, and the two-
storey mansion Rumah Besar Raja Bilah built in 1896, are testimony to the wealth and 
involvement of the Mandaling leaders in the tin mining industry during this time. Partially 
restored, both buildings have been listed on the National Heritage Register.  
 
A mosque was built in 1888, opposite the Rumah Asal; it was constructed in the pure 
wooden peg-and-mortise style of Mandailing architecture. As the earliest mosque in the 
district, the Papan Mosque was attended by Muslims from miles around - from Pusing, 
Lahat, Batu Gajah, Siputeh and as far as Tronoh. Subsequently, this Mandailing settlement 
in Papan was named as Kampong Masjid. 
 
Developments during the Kinta Tin Rush  
 
From the available historical of this early phase of tin mining, Hugh Low, who was the third 
Perak British Resident, apparently visited the Papan's tin mines which he remarked were 
“very productive and abundant”. John Errington de la Croix, the French mining geologist 
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who visited Papan in 1881, wrote that "thirteen mines [were] in full swing, and [involved] 
500 men, Chinese and Malays". (In fact, these "Malays” were the Mandailing people; there 
were also Rawa and Minangkabau peoples involved). De la Croix further mentioned that a 
four-mile road was being constructed from Papan to Batu Gajah, then the capital of the 
District. 
 
In 1884, the first British owned mining company in Kinta, the Perak Tin and Smelting Co., 
was granted a concession of 250 acres of mining land in Papan. In a map drawn by the 
French explorer Jacque Morgan, it was shown that the Mandailing, Chinese and the 
Europeans were mining side by side in Papan along the Sungai Johan, under the Gunong 
Hijau foot hill. Another European company called the Shanghai Tin Mines obtained a huge 
concession near Papan as well. It was reported that the Governor of the Strait Settlements 
Cecil Clementi came to visit “one of the most productive tin mines of Kinta, in Papan”, in 
1889. 
 
There is also an account of “a riot” occurring in Papan. In 1886, reportedly, some of the 
houses in Papan town were burnt in a case of arson, arising from “rising tensions between 
two rival Chinese secret societies”.  Tensions worsened and in November 1887 a fight 
occurred in Papan - some 500 men from the nearby mining settlements attacked a few 
mining kongsi’s (lodging houses) in Papan. Raja Bilah, with the support of the British, 
prevented a further escalation of the conflict.  
 
Rebuilding must have taken place. For it was reported in 1888 that a new police station had 
been built after the riot. As well, along its main street could be found 146 houses of which 4 
were brick, 80 were zinc-roofed, and 60 were attap-roofed wooden houses. In 1889, a new 
market was built.  There were also “gharry stables, post office, police barracks, fire brigade, 
temples, theatre, dispensary and a school”. The temple mentioned must have been the 
Guan Yin Gu Miow (Temple of the Goddess of Mercy), first built in 1874, and then rebuilt 
and relocated in 1898. The temple still stands magnificently today after yet another 
rebuilding exercise. In fact, there was also a smaller Taoist temple which practiced 
shamanic rituals and charm chanting. Yet another temple was named Tze Yeh Miu; it was 
abandoned after WWII. 
 
In 1892, it was reported that Papan’s population comprised “1,523 souls”, and its main 
street had become “the main business centre of Kinta with entertainment outlets such as 
club house, restaurant, gambling house and opium smoking den and mixed with high 
density of living souls in each shophouse”. The Straits Trading Company had set up a tin 
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smelting plant at the end of the main street. With all these attractions and amenities, Papan 
served as a hub for new miners flocking into Kinta. Presumably, they sailed up the Perak 
River, into the Kinta River and stopped at Papan, to regroup and replenish their necessities, 
before navigating further north to the newly opened towns of Menglembu, Lahat, Farlim 
and Ipoh.  
 
In 1901, the population in Papan reached 2,441 people. The Ipoh-Batu Gajah railway 
opened and had a station in Papan. A gaol was built to house the inmates who worked in 
the quarry in Papan in 1910.  
 
In 1916, a new Magistrate's Court was established at Papan, to relieve the congestion in the 
Ipoh Magistrate's Court, as well as to serve the districts of Menglembu, Tronoh and Papan. 
Presumably, the Court helped to resolve not just criminal cases but civil disputes regarding 
the tin mines.  
 
During the Inter-War years, several privately-owned and operated Chinese schools were 
also launched in Papan. Initially, they offered an education based on the traditional 
educational system adopted in China. In 1926, the “modern education system” established 
after the Chinese Revolution led by Dr Sun Yet Sen, made its way to Papan. So, the Papan 
Wah Kiau Public School was established with 150 students. The school has survived until 
today and is part of the national educational system in Malaysia. 
 
All these developments contributed towards the built heritage of Papan. Of pride of place 
was its Main Street flanked with unusually large pre-war shophouses which used to belong 
to some of Perak's wealthiest Chinese tin-miners. The bucket dredge, which was 
successfully adopted in Kinta in 1913, led to the issuance of numerous mining concessions 
to western-owned dredging companies throughout Kinta. In 1920, one of them, the British-
owned Johan Tin Dredging Co. obtained 700 acres of mining lease in Papan. Its presence 
further contributed to wards Papan’s development. Significantly, Papan, a booming town 
was flanked by four tin mining settlements nearby, namely Tampoi, Kongmei, Tongkang and 
Kap Ban Hao. Within a short distance from the town and settlements were the mines, now 
marked by disused mining ponds (where fresh-water fish is reared commercially). A water 
reservoir was also built on the hill behind Papan to collect water but also to control and 
manage the use of water in the mines and in the booming town; this is yet another 
testimony to the historical legacy of Papan.   
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Not forgetting the Rumah Asal and Rumah Besar plus the old mosque which were 
established and used by the Mandailing community residing in the little hill just outside 
Main Street.  Under the leadership of Raja Bilah and his sons, the Muslim and Chinese 
communities reportedly lived peacefully. Symbolising this relationship is the hill in Papan, 
which is a unique burial ground shared by both communities, with the Muslim dead buried 
on the western slope and the Chinese dead on the eastern slope.  
 
Papan in the Context of the Kinta 
 
Indeed, it was not only Papan that witnessed growth in the 1880s and 1890s. A slew of 
other towns were founded in the Kinta Valley. Ipoh grew rapidly and soon became the 
largest town in the District. It was declared the capital of Perak State subsequently. To the 
southwest of Ipoh could be found not only Papan and Batu Gajah, but the towns of 
Menglembu, Lahat, Farlim and Pusing. Later, still to the southwest of Ipoh, were founded 
Tronoh and Tanjong Tualang. Gopeng and Kampar located to the south east of Ipoh also 
emerged.  
 
This “urbanization” of the Kinta was directly related to the discovery of the rich tin mine 
fields and the so-called “Kinta tin rush”, beginning from the 1880s. Consequently, the 
settlement pattern was transformed and Kinta’s population grew from an estimated 4,000 
in the early 1880s to 58,587 in 1891, to 122,737 in 1901, and to 184,693 in 1911 
comprising mainly immigrant male Chinese employed in the mines. Of this population in 
1911, approximately 72 percent were Chinese immigrants, the vast majority working as 
coolies in the tin mines. (In fact, the numbers employed in the Kinta tin mines peaked at 
123,000 in 1913 due to increasing mechanization of the mining industry, which will be 
discussed below). 
 
The growth of Papan which was directly related to the fortunes of the tin mining industry 
began to be arrested by two related developments, namely 1) the mechanization of the tin 
mining industry during the inter-War years, which halted new arrivals to Papan and Kinta; 
and 2) the vagaries, or ups and downs of the international market price of tin. During the 
depression of the early 1920s, and especially the global depression of the early 1930s, 
Papan was badly hit with tin mines closing, and the ranks of the unemployed rising. 
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The impact of Mechanisation 
 
Population growth in the Kinta was directly related to the discovery of the rich tin fields in 
the District in the early 1880s. Since the methods then used to mine tin were labour 
intensive, increasing numbers of workers needed to be recruited.  
 
To improve productivity and increase profits, labour-saving mechanical devices were 
introduced. For example, the monitor, supplied with either a natural or artificial head of 
water at high pressure was capable of breaking the karang (tin bearing earth) through 
hydraulic sluicing at a tremendous rate. Likewise, the introduction of the gravel pump 
enabled the karang to be lifted to a palong (the sloping sluice box mounted on a wooden 
scaffolding) mechanically, instead of manually. The use of centrifugal pumps run by steam 
engines was also a faster and more efficient way to remove water from the mine pit. 
 
But the most revolutionary machine introduced was the bucket-dredge which was first 
successfully set up on a European-owned mine at Batu Gajah in 1912. It not only made 
hydraulic sluicing and lifting the karang unnecessary, but the use of the palong as well. 
Floating on a water-filled mine, its chain of buckets dug into the karang in situ and lifted it 
onto the dredge where, through use of jigs, tin ore was separated from its waste.  Its scale 
of operation was large but the number of workers required, extremely small.  
 
In 1916, only nine dredges had been floated in Perak, most in the Kinta. By 1923, 32 
dredges were in use throughout Perak. By 1928, just before the Great Depression set in, 
there were 59 dredges in use, 12 others under construction, and 7 others on order. In 
1923, the so-called “mechanical capacity” of the mines was estimated at some 50,000 hp in 
Perak. By 1929, it reached 124,721 hp. Accordingly, the absolute number of coolies in the 
mines also dropped by about half from 126,631 in 1913 to only 61,655 workers in 1923. 
Put another way, mechanisation, especially the introduction of the dredges, led to the 
displacement of tens of thousands of coolies.  
 
The vagaries of the International Tin Price.  
 
During the First World War, due to shipping difficulties, the price of tin fell considerably and 
the mines were closed. The colonial government diverted the unemployed to increase food 
production instead. The same problem cropped up during the 1920-22 economic slump, 
when employment prospects in the mines were curtailed. Once again, the government 
encouraged the mine coolies to cultivate food crops. Temporary Occupation Licenses 
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(TOLs) were readily issued to cultivators who grew food in temporary Food Production 
Reserves which were specially created. 
 
Due to the two related developments: mechanization and the vagaries of the tin mining 
industry caused by the ups and downs of the global tin price, the development of Papan 
was arrested even before the outbreak of the Second World War. The population in Papan 
fell and many of the government amenities were closed and moved out from Papan, 
beginning from the 1920s. The Straits Trading Company closed its operations in Papan, and 
did not return.  
 
The Japanese Occupation – Papan as an MPAJA stronghold  
 
The Japanese invaded Malaya in December 1941. Within a few weeks, they had taken over 
Ipoh and the Kinta Valley as well. All mining activities ceased. From a thriving business 
centre, Papan became a remote small town during the Occupation. The unjust rule and 
cruelty of the Japanese towards the Chinese in Malaya due to their support of the anti-
Japanese movement in mainland China since 1937 resulted in the sook ching in all the 
major towns, including in Ipoh. Consequently, many urban residents fled to smaller towns 
like Papan, and to the countryside generally. As well, unemployed workers turned to 
farming food crops to feed themselves and their families; there emerged a food crisis. 
Moving to the rural areas was also a means to escape harassment by the Japanese army 
and its proxies.  
 
Before the British surrender to the Japanese in early 1942, plans had been hatched by the 
British to organize a “stay behind” force and to train Malayans, including the local Chinese 
to fight against the Japanese occupiers. Hence, we saw the formation of Force 136, the 
group of guerrillas comprising Kuomintang (KMT) cadres and supporters who were hastily 
trained as the Japanese marched down the peninsula, from Penang and Ipoh, down to 
Kuala Lumpur and the Slim River, downwards to Johore Baru and Singapore. Another group 
of trainees comprised members of the so-called Malayan Peoples’ Anti-Japanese Army 
(MPAJA), which was actually directed by the Malayan Communist Party (MCP). Trained and 
armed by the British, these two groups of guerrillas re-entered the peninsula quietly and 
moved into the rural areas, especially where the Chinese agricultural squatters resided. 
MPAJA sympathisers in these rural areas organized recruits, food and other supplies, and 
provided money and information to the guerrillas. At no point during the Occupation did 
the MPAJA or the Force 136 pose a threat to the Japanese. However, in certain districts 
throughout the peninsula where they had a base and presence, they provided protection 
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for the rural Chinese dwellers in particular. However, they also established camps in the 
forests where they provided military training as well as indoctrination on their political 
ideology. 
 
As it turned out, the MPAJA established their bases in the mountain ranges. One of their 
wings, organised as the 5th Independent Regiment of MPAJA operated from the Chemor 
Hills in northern Kinta. Using the Kledang Range as their “superhighway” they organised 
sabotage activities that compromised Japanese interests and targeted in particular those 
who served as Japanese agents or "running dogs". Papan town, located between the 
southern end of the Kledang Range, Gunong Hijau, and the major road from Ipoh to the 
southern regions of the Peninsula was strategically situated along this “superhighway”. 
Indeed, one had to by-pass the Papan Hills and Gunung Hijau in order to get to Sitiawan in 
order to rendezvous with British agents who arrived in Pulau Pangkor via submarine. These 
British agents travelled past the Papan Hills again to return to the 5th Regiment’s base in the 
Chemor Hills, apparently, to prepare for a proposed Allied invasion of Malaya (which, 
however, did not materialise). 
 
A stop on the superhighway aside, Papan also served as a catchment area to recruit people 
into the MPAJA, a place for the MPAJA to replenish food and other supplies, a centre to 
gather information about Japanese movements in the vicinity, as well as the progress of the 
War generally, information derived from those Papan people who had access to wireless 
sets which they listened to clandestinely.   
 
Sybil Kartigasu - the "Nightingale of Malaya"  
 
Residing at No. 74, Main Street in Papan during the Japanese Occupation was Sybil 
Kathigasu and her doctor-husband who, like so many people, had fled from Ipoh to a small 
town, namely Papan, to escape the attention and harassment of the Japanese. How wrong 
that proved to be! In fact, No 74 turned out to be the site to which the MPAJA turned when 
members of its brigade in the Papan Hills fell ill. So, she provided medicine, syringes and 
other medical necessities to treat malaria and other diseases. There was also need for one 
of MPAJA leaders to be operated on which had to be conducted at No 74. Since Sybil 
Karthigasu kept a shortwave radio set and listened to the BBC World Service broadcasts, 
she also shared information about the progress of the War with others, including the 
MPAJA. 
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Alas, her husband was arrested in July 1943 and she was arrested a month later. They were 
both subjected to cruel methods of torture by the Japanese's Kempeitai. She even had to 
endure watching her husband and children getting tortured in front of her. 
 
Despite being interrogated and tortured severely by the Japanese military police for two 
years, she persisted in not disclosing information about the existence of the guerrillas. Her 
jaw was broken as a result of kicks to her face while she suffered a fracture of her spinal-
cord due to incessant multiple beatings. Fimnally, she was found guilty, given a life 
sentence, and thrown into the Batu Gajah jail in February 1945; her husband was 
sentenced to 15 years imprisonment. Fortunately, Japanese surrendered in August 1945 
and the War ended. Released from prison, she returned to her home in Papan where she 
was given rousing reception and pronounced a wartime heroine. Since she needed 
immediate medical attention, the British Military Administration (BMA) Government flew her 
to Britain. Although her spinal-cord injury was contained and she could walk again, her 
broken jaw could not be treated in time and septicaemia set causing her death on 12 June 
1948. Several months before her death, she received the George Medal which is awarded 
to civilians for their bravery. 
 
Numerous Malayans showed up at her funeral service in Malaysia. Among them were the 
MPAJA, who sent her a bouquet of flower and referred to her as the "Mother of the 
Guerillas", while the media honoured her as the "Nightingale of Malaya". 
 
Fortunately, this brave woman recounted her story in the war-time memoir No Dram of 
Mercy which she wrote before her death. The account would later become the basis of a 
movie Apa Dosa Ku? starring Elaine Daly (a local actress who was a former Ms Malaysia and 
grand-niece of Sybil Kartigasu) which was directed by Bernard Chauly. Surely No 74 Main 
Street must be restored, conserved and turned into an commemorative cum educational 
hub about the evils of the Japanese Occupation and of the courage of Sybil Karthigasu who 
stood up for Freedom and the Truth. 
  
The Emergency, New Villages and Resettlement 
 
The resettlement process conducted during the early 1950s was just as transformative a 
process as the Kinta Tin Rush in the 1880s and 1890s.  According to The Corry Report 1954, 
34 New Villages were created, involving the relocation of 106,889 people. Although the 
number of NVs accounted for only 27.4% of the total number of NVs created in the state of 
Perak, it involved the relocation of 54%, or more than half of all people relocated in Perak.  
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The Table below combines the data obtained from the Corry Report 1954, and two other 
sources: Ooi Jin Bee’s study which is based on 1952 data, and the findings by the Malayan 
Council of Churches, from its 1959 Survey of all NVs in the Peninsula. Each of these sources 
omits a few NVs which were either too small or attached to existing townships (thereby 
being accounted for as a part of the established towns). From these three sources, we 
conclude that a total of 41 New Villages were created throughout the Kinta District.  
 
In addition, another 214 regroupment areas were created involving the relocation of the 
residents of 324 mines and 73 estates. The accompanying maps show how the creation of 
these NVs and regroupment areas have transformed the settlement pattern of the District 
dramatically, over a period of only a few years. In the event, one-half of the Kinta District’s 
population was resettled either into these 41 New Villages and another 214 regroupment 
areas. This made the Kinta, the district with the highest concentration of NVs in the entire 
peninsula. 
 
Why were there so many New Villages in the Kinta?  
 
This was because the labourers displaced from the tin mining industry turned to the 
cultivation of food and other cash crops to make a living. Beginning as a small group of 
farmers, squatter agricultural communities soon appeared throughout the Kinta. The 
greatest expansion of the squatter agricultural communities occurred during the great 
Depression of the early 1930s and the Japanese Occupation.  
 
During the Depression, there occurred mass unemployment in the mines. The erstwhile 
Food Production Reserves of the 1920s slump were re-established and financial aid 
provided to farmers to plant, among others, tapioca and groundnuts. Alas, after the 
Depression was over, the Reserves were discontinued and labour encouraged to return to 
the mines, again! Evidently, every small plot of land in the Kinta contained tin ore. 
Accordingly, beginning from the 1920s., the colonial government adopted the policy that no 
permanent titles should be issued to squatters on mining or potential mining land 
anywhere in the Kinta.  
 
Additionally, during the Japanese Occupation, due to the closure of mining activities and 
acute food shortages, a massive expansion of the squatter agricultural activities occurred. 
And since a food shortage crisis persisted in the immediate post-war years, the farmers 
were encouraged to continue their planting activities. Hence an unprecedented large 
population of former tin mine workers were engaged in the cultivation of food crops for a 
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decade - for four years during the Occupation, and another five years after the War had 
ended. Due to the on-going food shortages, the squatter agricultural communities became 
a permanent feature of the Kinta landscape. (No longer a productive tin ore region, Kinta is 
more well known for the tapioca, groundnuts, pomelos, jambu, chili, and green vegetables 
produced and for the fresh water fish reared in the disuse mining ponds)  
 
Papan – New Village and Regroupment Area 
 
One of the 41 NVs created in the Kinta was locatyed in Papan. According to oral historical 
research conducted with Papan residents, there were four traditional villages located near 
Papan town. Three of these villages were forcibly relocated to the Papan town area, 
resulting in the establishment of Papan New Village. This relocation was classified as a Type 
C New Village, i.e. as a suburb or appendage to an existing town or large village, but which 
has a unique identity of its own. However, one of the villages was compelled to resettle in a 
new site called Sungai Durian, near Tanjung Tualang.  
 
These traditional villages were:   
(A) Kong Mei 港尾 (Johan Tin's mining site)  
(B) Tampoi 淡背 (near Tampoi River)  
(C) Kap Ban Hao 甲板口 (near railway station)  

(D) Tongkang 东庚 (near Papan Tin) 

 
However, the village of Tongkang, located near Papan Tin's mining site was compelled to 
relocate to the Sungai Durian Resettlement Camp in Tanjung Tualang. Due to decades of 
mining, agricultural and development activities in the area, there is no longer any trace of 
these villages except for the memories of the older generation and the odd records 
salvaged from a deserted school building that provided evidence of their earlier existence. 
Prior to the resettlement in the 1950s, Papan had a population of approximately 2,000 
inhabitants. From 1950 to 1952, the population rose to 3,000 and occupied an area of 
approximately 40 acres behind barbed wire fencing. In 1952, the only Chinese school in 
Papan, Wah Kiew, applied for a grant from the Malayan Chinese Association (MCA) to 
construct three additional classrooms to accommodate the increasing number of students. 
At the beginning, Papan New Village was divided to two areas. First, called Gai Cheong Bui 

San Chun 街场背新村, means new village behind the main street. Second, just called San 

Chun (新村, means New Village). In 1952, the former was addressed as North New Village, 
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and the latter was addressed as South New Village. Later, two more settlements appeared 
and addressed as Resettlement Area and Regrouping Area respectively.  
 
Villagers caught in between 
 
In Papan, like in other NVs, the settlement was barbed wired, check-points installed and 
dusk-to-dawn curfew imposed in Papan, and even in nearby areas from time to time. The 
longest 24-hour curfew was imposed in 1951, along with nearby Pusing New Village, 
following the killing of a British Resettlement Officer in Pusing town. No one was allowed to 
leave the perimeter fencing of Papan during this time. The Pusing villagers were ultimately 
fined $40,000 as punishment. Despite the challenges, the people of Papan persevered and 
tried to make the best of their situation.  
 
Despite being enclosed by barbed wire fencing and closely monitored by the British 
soldiers and the local branch of the Kinta Valley Home Guards (KVHG), security in Papan 
was not guaranteed. Apart from the incident mentioned above, In November 1953, a fierce 
battle broke out between over 20 members of the MCP’s Malayan People’s Liberation Army 
(MPLA) and seven KVHG guards in November 1953, just 50 meters from the perimeter 
fencing surrounding Papan. On this occasion, the KVHG had seized a large quantity of 
supplies that had been gathered by sympathisers of the communist party, the min yuan 
(the people movement organization), in Papan. This caused the outbreak of the battle.   
 
According to eyewitness accounts, food and supplies were still smuggled out to the MPLA 
after this occasion. Again, according to those interviewed, this was the modus operandi 
when collecting food from Papan villagers: apparently, the min yuan would enter into the 
homes of the villagers through the back doors, which would, by arrangement be left 
unlocked at night. The families were also instructed to stay in their rooms and not to come 
out, even if they heard anything unusual. This arrangement allowed the min yuan to do its 
collection without unnecessarily incriminating the villagers themselves, since they had not 
opened the door to allow for entry. Plus, they did not witness anyone entering their houses 
either  
 
However, not all villagers were willing to take the risk of helping the MPLA. In such cases, 
the Min yuan resorted to monetary extortion and often threatened to harm them or their 
families if they did not comply with their demands. Reportedly, these villagers who refused 
helping the MPLA were occasionally accused by their enemies and subsequently 
kidnapped, unfairly tried, and ruthlessly killed by the MPLA. 
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Indeed, the villagers recounted that Tan Liew Kiew, the leader of the 9th Division of the 
MPLA and District Committee Member was particularly ruthless and oppressive. Tan had 
gone into hiding at the start of the Emergency in 1948 and had built a fearsome reputation 
for himself as the "Terror of Papan". Consequently, he was one of the MPLA leaders most 
wanted by the 2nd Battalion Malay Regiment who operated in the Papan area. With Tan's 
death and the surrender or death of almost half of his followers in February 1958, the 
threat from the MPLA in Papan was substantially reduced. The villagers were most relieved 
when Papan and its nearby towns were declared as a "White Area" in September 1958. 
Their town, finally was free from all restrictions, inconveniences, and dangers. 
 
Danger looms for town with tin fortune 
 
Alas, the peace which accompanied the end of the Emergency in 1960, was soon disrupted. 
In 1964, the Perak State government gazetted the entire town as mining land and opened it 
for mining tenders. This was a massive shock. So, the residents formed a committee to 
object to and to protest against the decision, which had been taken arbitrarily. Although the 
government announced and instructed the winning mining company to provide proper 
compensation to those who would be affected before any mining activities could begin, the 
residents were not appeased. Why were they being forced out of the homes? In fact, the 
company which won the tender failed to comply with the government’s request. The 
villagers felt they had been deceived and taken for granted. 
 
The conflict between the mining company and the villagers persisted for about a decade. 
However, in 1975, the company, feeling increasingly frustrated, began mining at the North 
New Village, even though some villagers still lived in the homes that stood on the site. The 
situation became chaotic, and the state government had to step in to negotiate a 
settlement between the two sides. Eventually, the mining company agreed to provide a new 
location and compensation to the 52 households that remained in the North New Village. 
So, emerged the New Papan New Village. The former residents of the North New Village 
were relocated a few miles away from Papan town 
 
After the mining gazette in 1964, several residents of Papan began to leave and relocated 
to nearby towns, while land ownership was transferred to the tin mining company. Papan 
was expected to disappear from existence, but ironically, the crash of tin prices in 1985 put 
a stop to all mining activities and saved the town from being destroyed. Many of the 
remaining residents in Papan were low-income earners who could not afford to demolish 
their old houses and build new ones. As a result, about 80 houses in the new village, with 
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approximately 150 inhabitants, remained untouched, that is with their original design and 
materials intact. This unexpected turn of events has resulted in Papan being one of the 
best-preserved New Villages in Perak, serving as a reflection of the hardship and history of 
the forced resettlement movement during the Emergency Period in Malaya. 
 
Papan’s Infamous Radioactive Dump Site 

The town was caught in another unfortunate incident arising from the Asia Rare Earth (ARE) 
factory located in Bukit Merah, about 9 km away. ARE’s major shareholder was Mitsubishi 
Chemicals.  
 
In 1984, the villagers of Papan discovered that drums of radioactive waste from the factory 
were dumped and buried illegally near the town, raising grave health concerns and further 
accelerated the abandonment of the town. The dump sites that were being used had been 
constructed shoddily. So, the villagers feared that the radioactive waste would leak into the 
soil and contaminate their water supply.  
 
In a country that had disallowed street marches to be held, nonetheless the villagers – 
young and old, male and female - turned out in force. A series of strong protests were 
organized by residents of Bukit Merah and Papan supported by environmentalist groups 
from outside. It was, perhaps, the first occasion when the residents of a village, and the 
people of Malaysia more generally, stood up to protest against environmental degradation, 
a demand for environmentally sensitive development that is sustain able.  
 
Reportedly, there had been a few cases of children born with defects and disabilities to 
workers from the factory and to villagers staying nearby the factory. Papan residents took 
the factory to court, and the prolonged agony finally ended in 1992 when the court ordered 
the closure of the factory and the removal of the radioactive waste. In this court case, 
scientific experts from America and Japan were among those who testified on behalf of the 
villagers. The case put Papan on the global map of people who bravely stood up to protest 
against threats of environmental degradation of their homes by big corporate interests with 
global connections.  
 
The town and new village cover an area of about 69 acres and have about 60 shophouses 

in the old town area and 80 village houses surrounding it. Many of these houses are in a 

state of disrepair and have been left to rot.  
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Association  
 

Papan has two clan association, Cheng Loong 增龙会馆and Dong Ann 东安会馆. Cheng 

Loong Association existed around 1880 and Dong Ann Association registered in 1935. Both 
mainly focused in helping those who are not afford or nobody to take care of their own 
funeral in the beginning. More functions such as arranging job, accommodation, arbitrary, 
celebration, fund raising, charity developed in later stage. 

• Worshipping places 
• There are two Chinese temples in Papan.  
• Church 
• School 

 
Economic activities 
 
Papan’s resident are mostly retired. Some 30 acres of vegetable farms scattered are being 
worked by farmer who are not staying in Papan. About 30 ex-mining ponds used for fish 
farming or aqua-culture. Few bigger plots of land planted with oil palms. A private cemetery 
company occupied about 10 acres of land for burial purpose. The waste treatment 
company has used 30 acres land to build a waste water processing plant next to Papan 
town.  
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Chapter 4.4 

Kampung Papan Site Studies 
 

Prepared by Ar Alan Teh Yee Neng 
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