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Europe —
a rich natural and cultural heritage

Europe boasts a stunning variety of plants, animals and
landscapes for its small size. Much of its fauna and flora is
found nowhere else in the world. Di erences in climate,
topography and geology have played an important role in
shaping this unique biodiversity — so has Europe’s long
association with the land.

From the Arctic Circle to the Mediterranean Sea, from
the Carpathian Mountains to the Atlantic Coast people have
worked their land for centuries in accordance with local
conditions. This has created an intricately woven pattern of
semi-natural habitats that are exceptionally rich in wildlife
yet entirely dependent on continued management for their
survival.

This rich natural and cultural heritage is a defining
element of our European identity. It brings communities
together and builds shared understandings of the places we
live in. It is also a very useful resource that can enhance
social cohesion, employment and economic growth.

Throughout 2018 - the European Year of Cultural
Heritage — events are planned all over Europe to encourage
people to discover and engage with Europe’s cultural and
natural attractions, and to reinforce our sense of a European
belonging. The European Year will also be an occasion to
reflect on the place that cultural and natural heritage
occupies in all our lives and to remind ourselves of the need
to protect such unigue values for generations to come.

Alpine marmots, Austria.

Natura 2000 —
a showcase of EU natural heritage

Europe has worked hard over the last 25 years to create a
network of nature conservation areas across the EU, called
the Natura 2000 network, in order to halt and reverse the
loss of biodiversity in Europe. We can be justly proud of the
fact that this is now one of the largest coordinated networks
in the world spanning all Member States.

The Natura 2000 network currently contains some 27,000
sites and covers almost a fi h of the EU’s land area as well
as a significant proportion of its marine waters. Thanks to its
size and breadth it enables all EU countries to work together
within a common legal framework to conserve our most
endangered species and valuable natural habitats.

In reality, itis much more than just a refuge for endangered
species and rare habitats. It also preserves countless other
valuable species, healthy ecosystems, time-honoured land
uses, while embracing important aspects of our rich and
diverse cultural heritage.

As a major showcase of EU natural heritage, Natura 2000
o ers plenty of opportunities for tourism, recreation, as well
as spiritual reflection in a healthy environment, incorporating
related cultures and lifestyles. Indeed, many Natura 2000
sites are closely associated with cultural sites. For instance,
of the 365 World Heritage Sites in the EU, almost 20% are
located in, or directly on the border of a Natura 2000 site. A
further 142 sites (or 42%) are within walking distance (2 km
or less away).

Natura 2000 o ers lots of opportunities for discovery.
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