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FOREWORD

I would like to congratulate on the new volume of Heritage at
Risk. This publication series started in 2000 under the initiative
of our Honorary President, Michael Petzet, who unfortunately
passed away in 2019. For the last 20 years, this publication series
has shown many heritage sites with problems and difficulties, and
has drawn the attention of a wider audience to risks caused by
various types of natural disasters, destructive human activities,
and excessive economic development. This particular volume
covers many cases in 23 countries during the period from 2016
through 2019. I would like to invite you to take this volume in
your hand, and to remember Michael and his twenty-year-long
achievement through this publication series.

As I am writing this, I just learned that two explosions have

President of ICOMOS

AVANT-PROPOS

Je tiens a féliciter pour le nouveau volume de « Heritage at Risk ».
Cette série de publications a débuté en 2000 a I’initiative de notre
Président honoraire, Michael Petzet, qui est malheureusement dé-
cédé en 2019. Au cours des 20 derniéres années, cette série de pu-
blications a présenté de nombreux sites du patrimoine rencontrant
diverses difficultés, et a attiré I’attention d’un public plus large
sur les risques causés par différents types de catastrophes natu-
relles, les activités humaines destructrices et un développement
économique excessif. Ce volume particulier couvre de nombreux
cas dans 23 pays au cours de la période allant de 2016 a 2019.
Je voudrais vous inviter a prendre ce volume en main et a vous
souvenir de Michael et de ses vingt années d’accomplissement a
travers cette série de publications.

Au moment méme ou j’écris ces lignes, je viens d’apprendre
que deux explosions ont lourdement endommagé la ville de

heavily damaged Beirut. ICOMOS should offer long-term sup-
port to Lebanese colleagues to help with the recovery. Michael’s
long-term contribution through this publication series reminds
me of such a fundamental stance for an expert organization like
ICOMOS.

All of us are now going through an unprecedented disaster ev-
erywhere in the world. Impacts of this pandemic may last very
long, since it affects all kinds of activities. In order to identify
how this pandemic may affect cultural heritage and its conserva-
tion, [COMOS has started a long-term survey on COVID-19 and
heritage conservation. A special issue in this series could perhaps
be an idea as a future project?

Last, but not least I would like to thank ICOMOS Germany for
continuing with this important initiative. Starting something new
is difficult, but continuing is at least equally difficult.

Toshiyuki Kono

Beyrouth. L’ICOMOS offrira un soutien a long terme a ses colle-
gues libanais pour les aider a se remettre sur pied. La contribution
de Michael a travers cette série de publications me rappelle I’im-
portance pour une organisation d’experts comme ’ICOMOS de
prendre position dans une situation comme celle-ci.

Nous vivons tous actuellement une catastrophe sans précédent
partout dans le monde. Les effets de cette pandémie pourraient
durer trés longtemps, car elle affecte nos activités de multiples
fagons. Afin de déterminer comment cette pandémie peut affecter
le patrimoine culturel et sa conservation, I'’ICOMOS a lancé une
enquéte a long terme sur I’impact du COVID-19 sur la conserva-
tion du patrimoine. Un numéro spécial dans la série « Heritage at
Risk» pourrait peut-étre constituer une idée de projet futur?

Enfin, je tiens a remercier [ICOMOS Allemagne de poursuivre
cette importante initiative. Commencer un nouveau projet n’est
jamais chose facile, mais le poursuivre est au moins tout aussi
difficile.

Toshiyuki Kono
Président de 'ICOMOS



PREAMBULO

Me gustaria felicitar por el nuevo volumen de Heritage at Risk.
Esta serie de publicaciones comenzo en el afio 2000 gracias a la
iniciativa de nuestro presidente de Honor, Michael Petzet, quien
lamentablemente fallecié en 2019. Durante los Gltimos 20 afios,
esta serie de publicaciones ha mostrado muchos sitios patrimo-
niales con problemas y dificultades, y ha llamado la atencion de
una amplia audiencia sobre los riesgos causados por los diversos
tipos de desastres naturales, las actividades humanas destructivas
y el desarrollo econémico excesivo. En concreto, este volumen
incluye numerosos casos en 23 paises durante el periodo de 2016
a 2019. Me gustaria invitarle a tomar la publicacion entre sus
manos y recordar a Michael y su éxito de 20 afios de duracion a
través de esta serie de publicaciones.

Mientras escribo esta carta he tenido conocimiento de que dos
explosiones han causado graves dafios en Beirut. ICOMOS de-

beria ofrecer apoyo a largo plazo para que nuestros colegas li-
baneses puedan ayudar durante la recuperacion. La contribucion
a largo plazo de Michael a través de esta serie de publicaciones
me recuerda la postura fundamental de una organizacion experta
como ICOMOS.

Todos nosotros y en todas partes del mundo estamos lidiando
con un desastre sin precedentes. Los impactos de esta pandemia
pueden durar mucho tiempo, puesto que afecta a todas nuestras
actividades. Para identificar como la pandemia puede afectar al
patrimonio cultural y su conservacion, ICOMOS ha puesto en
marcha una encuesta a largo plazo sobre la COVID-19 y la con-
servacion del patrimonio. ;Un numero especial de esta serie po-
dria ser quizas una idea para un futuro proyecto?

Por ultimo, pero no menos importante, me gustaria dar las gra-
cias a [ICOMOS-Alemania por continuar con esta importante ini-
ciativa. Comenzar algo nuevo es dificil, pero continuarlo es, por
lo menos, igual de complicado.

Toshiyuki Kono
Presidente de ICOMOS



INTRODUCTION

The ICOMOS World Report 2016-2019 on Monuments and
Sites in Danger (Heritage at Risk) is the latest volume of what
is already a whole series of World Reports started in 2000 and
followed by the volumes H@R 2001/2002, H@R 2002/2003,
H@R 2004/2005, H@R 2006/2007, H@R 2008-2010,
H@R2011-2013 and H@R 2014/2015. The series has also been
complemented by four special editions: H@R Special 2006 Un-
derwater Cultural Heritage at Risk/Managing Natural and Hu-
man Impacts, H@R Special 2007 The Soviet Heritage and Eu-
ropean Modernism, H@R Special 2008 Cultural Heritage and
Natural Disasters / Risk Preparedness and the Limits of Preven-
tion, and the new H@R Special 2020 Heritage Under Water at
Risk: Threats, Challenges and Solutions. The continuation of the
successful series, also widely disseminated via the internet, is
related to Resolution 26 of the 16th General Assembly of ICO-
MOS in October 2008 in Quebec, which resolved to “request the
Heritage at Risk Series to be continued and that actions be taken
to enhance its communication and impact so as to support protec-
tion and conservation of the cultural heritage world-wide and to
better serve ICOMOS and its Committees to define priorities and
strategic goals”.

The new World Report2016-2019 consists of contributions
from 23 countries, among them reports from national and inter-
national scientific committees of ICOMOS, but also, as usual,
reports by individual experts, complimented by short information
on the World Heritage Watch network, founded in 2014, and by
press releases on the Europa Nostra programme “The Seven Most
Endangered Heritage Sites in Europe” launched in 2013.

Natural impact on cultural heritage

Very welcome is yet another report from the International Polar
Heritage Committee IPHC (pp. 1401ff.) on global warming, the
greatest threat to the polar regions, because the diminishing sea
ice produces coastal erosion by rising sea levels. Among the mit-
igation attempts digital documentation but also satellite technol-
ogy for monitoring are mentioned (see also the UK report on pp.
163 f., which suggests that ICOMOS should consider establishing
an ISC on Space Heritage). Similar threats caused by rising sea
levels, for example floods or shore erosion are reported from the
San Francisco Embarcadero Historic District (p. 124), the Tidal
Basin of Washington D. C. (pp. 126 f.), or from Turkey (pp. 1211.).
Serious impacts of the global climate change (already subject of
a special focus in H@R 2006/2007, pp. 191-227) on the natural
and cultural heritage are extensive droughts and forest fires, re-
ported from the Mediterranean, e. g. from Greece (2008) and Tur-
key (pp. 121f.), or the devastating bush fires of 2019 in Australia
(pp. 181.). Other impacts are storms or cyclones, like the back-to-
back hurricanes of late 2017 in Puerto Rico (pp. 125f.), which
damaged 11 of 12 historic zones. Several earthquakes (from Izmir
1999 to Istanbul 2019) are reported from Turkey, some followed
by tsunamis and floods (pp. 121 f.), from San Francisco (p. 124),

Mexico 2017 (p.89), Romania (pp. 110f)) with damages caused
by repeated seismic activities, and finally from Nepal (pp.95f.):
The latter is a follow-up report on the post-disaster rehabilitation
process after the earthquakes of April and May 2015, confirm-
ing that a reconstruction of the settlements and the cultural sites
will only be possible by ensuring cultural continuity — through
knowledge and skills of the community being passed on from
generation to generation.

War and inter-ethnic conflicts

An analysis of the reports shows that, apart from the general risks
to heritage from natural disasters and physical decay of struc-
tures, there are certain patterns in human activity that endanger
our heritage, such as risks from war and inter-ethnic conflicts,
as documented in the previous volume H@R 2014/2015 where
reports focussed on the situation in the Near East (pp.63-101)
and Yemen (pp. 141f.). Unfortunately, the conflicts persist and
the ICOMOS Working Group for Safeguarding Cultural Heritage
in Syria and Iraq, established in 2012 and validated in Novem-
ber 2014 by resolution of the General Assembly in Florence, is
continuing all the activities of monitoring, research, formation
and training courses for cultural heritage professionals. A pre-
carious and vulnerable situation of the heritage is reported from
Kosovo (pp. 82 1), resulting from the consequences of the armed
conflicts of 1998/99, where due to lack of maintenance and im-
proper management a significant number of sites are at risk of
being completely ruined. Professional and technical training in
the various fields of cultural heritage preservation is necessary as
well as a reform of the responsible institutions.

Development pressure

Human-made risks from development pressures caused by pop-
ulation growth and progressive industrialisation are reported
from all parts of the world, resulting in ever-greater consump-
tion of land and destroying not only archaeological evidence, but
entire (even protected) cultural landscapes. Examples of such
development pressures are the various dam projects, some of
them already mentioned in previous Heritage at Risk editions,
e.g. Allianoi and Hasankeyf, both in Turkey (H@R2011-2013,
p-150), or Belo Monte, Brazil (H@R 2011-2013, p.52). From
Mexico five dam projects from different parts of the country are
reported (pp. 88 f.) which will cause the displacement of thou-
sands of indigenous people. But also the opposite might happen,
as we learn from the report on the Estonian Watermills (pp. 29 t.),
where the Environmental Board of Estonia demands the uncon-
ditional demolition of the historic dams to restore the spawning
grounds of fish (part of the EU water policy since 2000)! And
a water infrastructure project is threatening the historic town of
Rassawek, Virginia (pp. 130f.). As already mentioned in previous
editions, large-scale mining projects continue to threaten cultural
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landscapes, like the open-cast gold mining in the archaeological
zone of Xochicalco (World Heritage Site) in Mexico (pp.87f.),
or the silver mining, forestry, tourism and drug trafficking ac-
tivities in the Sierra Tarahumara (state of Chihuahua) in Mexi-
co (pp.90f.). Other projects are threatening cultural landscapes
as well, like the annexation of 2.200 acres of land by the city
of North Charleston inside the protected historic landscape of
the Ashley River (pp. 124 f.), the recently started oil-gas-devel-
opment by drilling hundreds of new wells that will produce oil
through fracking inside the Chaco Culture National Historic
Park (pp. 130), or the transmission line built in 2018 across the
James River inside the protected Colonial National Historic Park

(pp-130f1)).

Tourism

Often it is also the political will that is missing, for instance if
the extant legal regulations and structures are not put in use, are
weakened or even changed, as happened with the Bears Ears cul-
tural landscape in Utah, designated a national monument in De-
cember 2016 by President Obama, but revoked in December 2018
by President Trump. The original protected area was replaced
with two much smaller areas, one million acres of land with thou-
sands of archaeological sites thus being unprotected and exposed
to looting, vandalism and incompatible use (pp. 128 f.). Less dra-
matic but with possible serious impact on the cultural heritage
is the governmental modernisation project of the Zhinvali-Larsi
traffic road through the Khada Valley (pp.48ff.) in Georgia. And
the planned “Mayan railway” in South-Eastern Mexico (p.89),
which aims to connect different tourist points between Yucatan
and Campeche to boost tourism, will cross not only the ecological
reserve of Calakmul (World Heritage Site), but also vast archaeo-
logical remains that might be affected by the construction of this
railroad project. Tourist development facilities are planned inside
the Sintra cultural landscape (World Heritage Site) in Portugal,
including a palace of the 19th century that is to be converted in-
to the new Quinta da Gandarinha hotel project (p.108), while
the eastern cloister of the Alcobaga Cistercian monastery (World
Heritage Site) has been granted to a private holding group for
transforming it into a luxury hotel (p.107). And from the his-
toric centre of Porto (World Heritage Site), severe threats to the
property are reported (pp. 108 f.), all characterised by fagadism,
a result of depopulation and tourism pressures, explained in the
thematic report on “Airbnb Reshapes Historic Cities” (pp. 138f.).
The problems described in this report can also be applied to many
other cities worldwide.

Lack of use and maintenance

Neglect and/or lack of use and maintenance are very often the
source of possible deterioration or destruction. It applies to indus-
trial buildings, like the Roundhouse in Berlin-Pankow (pp.59f.)
or the ‘Tobacna tovarna’ (Tobacco factory), the mixed-use Ko-
lizej building and the Bezigrad stadium, all in Ljubljana, Slovenia
(pp. 11211.), the Esplanade Mansion of Mumbai (pp. 69 ff.) or the
Mitchell Park Domes in Milwaukee (p. 124), but also to places of
worship, like the remains of the Temple Synagogue in the Neus-
tadt of Hamburg (pp. 52 f.) or the monastic building complexes
in Albania (pp. 12 ff.) and the David Gareji monasteries in Geor-
gia (pp.441f.); for both documentation initiatives are reported.
Unfortunately, very important church buildings may be damaged
either by lack of political will, as the illegal destruction of the

interior of Berlin’s St. Hedwig’s Cathedral shows (pp.57f.), or by
fire, as happened on April 15, 2019 to the famous Cathedral Notre
Dame in Paris (pp.361f.). And on 12 November 2017, the archae-
ological World Heritage Site of Ventarrdon, Peru (pp. 104 ff.) was
also seriously damaged by fire.

Threats to urban districts

Even historic urban districts all over the world suffer from ne-
glect, lack of maintenance or careless, often totally unplanned
renewal processes, like the demolition of urban residential neigh-
bourhoods in Uzbekistan’s cities (even those in World Heritage
Sites) (pp. 1321f.), projects to ‘contemporise’ the sacred town of
Varanasi (pp. 73 ff.) or Chandni Chowk, the Mughal Ceremonial
Avenue of Shahjahanabad (pp. 76 f.), both in India, or the plan
to build five skyscrapers in the historic harbour area of Batumi,
Georgia (pp.391f.). Visual impacts caused by planned or already
erected high-rise buildings are reported from Prague (pp.261f.),
from Amsterdam, where the city administration is planning the
new residential area of ‘Sluisbuurt’ with 14 high-rise buildings at
slightly more than two kilometres distance, just outside the buft-
er zone of the World Heritage canal ring area (pp. 101 ff.), and
from Vienna (pp.21ff.), where six high-rise towers are planned
within the buffer zone already on the List of World Heritage in
Danger. There the problems inside the core zone concern the il-
legal practice of converting empty roof spaces into apartments.
And the core zone of Amsterdam (p.100) is faced once again
with giant advertisements on scaffolding, as already reported in
H@R2008-2010 (pp.215f.).

Focus: 20th century heritage

In this volume, special attention is given to reports focussing
on the built heritage of the 20th century, with the International
Scientific Committee on 20th Century Heritage (ISC20C) pre-
senting examples of the “Heritage Alert” process, which provides
a method for assessing and publicising a range of modern risk
cases to focus international attention on alternative conservation
solutions. Launched in 2009, it has been quite successful for the
conservation of many modern heritage sites, but there are loss-
es as well, as reported from the Palacio de Bellas Artes in San
Sebastian, Spain (pp. 117ff.) or the Y-Block in Oslo, Norway
(pp. 143 1t.), as well as unresolved cases like the Viking Ship Hall
in Roskilde, Denmark (pp. 145 ff.).

Other reports from members of the ISC20C committee present
either losses, like the ‘Hall of Nations Complex’ from 1972 in
New Delhi, demolished in 2017 (pp. 148 {f.), the Kala Academy
building in Goa under threat of demolition (pp. 151 ff.), or threats
of ‘redevelopment’, as faced by the Central Vista of the British
Imperial Capital, New Delhi (pp. 1561t.). These reports are an
appeal to change the attitude towards our recent heritage.

A good example for the problem of attitude is the Buzludzha
building from 1981, a monument to praise the glory of the Bul-
garian Communist Party, abandoned after 1989 and suffering
from vandalism and decay, as already reported in the previous
volume H@R 2014/2015 (pp.32-34). After the reassessment of
this most iconic and significant building of post-war modernism
in Bulgaria an international team of experts started in 2019 to
develop a conservation and management plan (pp. 24 f.). Similar
problems are reported from Chemnitz, former Karl-Marx-Stadt,
GDR (pp.62ft.), where of the ensemble of the bus station of
1968, an outstanding example of Eastern Modernism (and con-
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sidered the most modern bus station in Europe), today only the
suspended pylon roof is protected. More delicate are the problems
reported from Peenemiinde, Germany (pp. 65 ff.) concerning the
remains of the former experimental plant, part of the Army Re-
search Centre (from 1939 until 1943). And the Malmi airport in
Helsinki (pp.32ff.), built from 1935 to 1938, an icon of Finnish
modernism (see DOCOMOMO catalogues of 1991 and 2017) is
under threat, because the city of Helsinki is consistently working
on transforming the ensemble into a residential area. In Germa-
ny, in the year of the Bauhaus centenary the city administration
of Bad Neuenahr decided to demolish the spa buildings from
1937 (pp. 541t.), while in Berlin two iconic buildings of — not yet
protected — brutalist architecture, the Institute for Hygiene and
Microbiology (1966—74) and the Central Animal Laboratories
(1967-81), nicknamed Mouse Bunker (Mausebunker), are still
under threat of demolition (pp. 60 ft.).

All these reports on threats (not only to World Heritage Sites) can
be considered as the result of continuous proactive observation,
a preventive monitoring of the state of conservation, which lies
in the responsibility of the National Committees of ICOMOS (ar-
ticle 4 of the Statutes), and, as explained in the Introduction to
the previous edition on p. 10, such preventive monitoring for the
World Heritage Sites is part of the responsibilities of the adviso-
ry bodies ICOMOS, IUCN and ICCROM. Despite the positive
results of some preventive monitoring groups for World Herit-
age Sites organised at national level a couple of years ago (e.g.
in Germany, Austria, and Hungary) and published in the H@R
editions since 2006/2007 (including this volume), further defi-
nition and improvement under the guidance of ICOMOS will be

welcome, as Resolution no. 31 of the GA 2017 resolved: Devel-
opment of an ICOMOS Methodology on Preventive Monitoring.
Let’s hope we have it soon!

At the moment, all of us are suffering from the worldwide
COVID-19 pandemic, which affects all kinds of activities, includ-
ing those related to the conservation of cultural heritage and all
the people involved, indifferent of their speciality or social status.
ICOMOS has started a long-term survey on the impacts of the
pandemic on cultural heritage conservation, and, as our president
of ICOMOS suggested in his foreword, this might become a spe-
cial issue in our H@R series.

With this volume of Heritage at Risk we hope to have succeed-
ed in giving a certain overview of the threats, problems and trends
regarding the protection of monuments in different regions of the
world in the period 2016-2019. We are well aware of the gaps in
our work and of the limits of what we can do. Thanking all col-
leagues who have contributed to this publication and made their
pictures available to us, we would also like to note that, in line
with ICOMOS policy, the texts and information provided for this
publication reflect the independent view of each committee and
the different authors. Our special thanks are addressed to Gaia
Jungeblodt, our director at the International Secretariat, who over
the last years has collected all the relevant information for our
editorial work. At the secretariat of ICOMOS Germany in Berlin
we would like to thank John Ziesemer who was in charge of the
editorial work and the English translations, and Dorthe Hellmuth
for her administrative work. Finally, we wish to extend our thanks
to the German Federal Government Commissioner for Cultural
Affairs and the Media who once again provided the necessary
financial and organisational framework for this publication.

Christoph Machat
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ALBANIA

Monasteries of Albania, Abandoned
Monuments. Key Study on a Survey
and Documentation Initiative

Introduction

Most of the existing monasteries, mainly located in central
and southern Albania, date back to the post-Byzantine period
(16th—19th centuries)'. Historical records reveal that many of
them were founded in earlier times,* but the buildings preserved
nowadays belong to post-Byzantine times, as a result of the on-
going reconstructions. The basis for these conclusions has also
been the recordings of various western travellers, who testified
to ruins mainly in villages after the stabilisation of the “Pax

Ottomanica”.?

Monasteries were founded in the countryside and in mountain-
ous areas, and, especially during the first period of the Ottoman
occupation, along the communication routes.* They were built in
dominant places as well as in the most protected and picturesque
spots (Fig. 1). The defensive character is a feature of the monas-
teries, which in the first period was more pronounced. They were
surrounded by high walls (Fig.2) and equipped with turrets and
sometimes with guard towers. Over time this defensive charac-
teristic abated.’

Constructions inside the monastery complex have different
functions; the following can be mentioned: the church, the dining
room, facilities for administrative and clergy accommodation,
guest houses or places of worship for believers, facilities for ser-
vants and the monastery, as well as auxiliary facilities, livestock
barn, pantry® etc.

Water supply was always a concern for monastic life. The
water was provided by wells or sterols (water cisterns) which

Fig. 1: St. Mary of Driano monastery



Fig. 2: Surrounding walls of the monastery of St. Mary of Driano

collected rainwater through gutters from the roofs of buildings.
Often sterols were treated with particular architectural care. An
example is the case of the Vanishta monastery sterol (Fig. 3), built
in the form of a high tower.”

Protection status

A considerable part of the monasteries in Albania are protected
by obtaining the status of cultural monument of Category I and
thus being included in the list of monuments by a joint decision in
1963.% By this order, the Tirana State University Rectorate placed
under state protection a long list of religious monuments for each
district of the country, including all typologies that were of cul-
tural or historical value for the country. Only Christian monu-
ments in central and southern Albania were counted: 21 churches
in Berat, six churches and one monastery in Erseké, five churches
and three monasteries in Fier, 19 churches and 14 monasteries
in Gjirokastra, 27 churches and one monastery in Korga, five
churches and one monastery in Lushnja, 20 churches and eight
monasteries in Saranda, 12 churches and three monasteries in
Vlora.

Cultural revolution

In 1967 Albania proclaimed itself to be the only atheist coun-
try in the world. In February 1967 the leader of that time, Enver
Hoxha, delivered a speech entitled “Further Revolutionizing the
Party and the Power”. Immediately afterwards, the only journal
of the time, The Voice of the People, published the article: “With
the sharp sword of party ideology, against religious ideology,
prejudice, superstition and backward customs”. This caused great
damage to the monuments of religious heritage, leading to the de-
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Fig. 3: The water cistern of the monastery of the Annunciation
to the Virgin in Vanishta




Fig. 4: Students from the Department of Archaeology and Cultural Heritage
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Fig. 5: Template for the inventorisation of monuments in FileMaker programme

struction of a large number of icons, frescoes, religious books and
so on. Due to their location in dominant areas, most monasteries
were converted into military bases. Moreover, many churches and
monasteries were removed from the list of protected monuments.
Berati numbered 15, Elbasani eleven, Durresi five, Erseka four,
Fieri four, Gjirokastra 25, Korca 27, Kruja two, Peshkopia two,
Pogradeci five, Permeti seven, Saranda 22, Shkodra three, Tirana
two, Tropoja three, and Vlora 17.

There was a contradiction in the following years, because on
the one hand there was a fight over the churches and other reli-
gious buildings; and on the other hand, a large number of church-
es were put under state protection, namely in 1970, 1977, 1980,
and 1983.

After 1991, with the political changes, the state policy towards
religious heritage changed immediately, although the damage
to religious culture heritage buildings had suffered a powerful
shock.

Monasteries at the beginning of the 21th century

Monasteries today are centres that have not retained their func-
tion, as their monastic life has for the most part been extinct

since the beginning of the last century. In these complexes to-
day only the church has been preserved, while the konak-s are
mostly uninhabited and consequently damaged.’ Therefore, the
documentation of the monasteries is considered a priority step.
For this purpose, ICOMOS Albania has undertaken a documen-
tation initiative, thanks to a project that has also been supported
by the Ministry of Culture, Institute of Cultural Monuments,
and made possible by the US Ambassador’s Cultural Heritage
Fund.!®

The project that started two years ago deals with documenting
(214) churches and monasteries that hold the status of “cultur-
al monument” and are located throughout Albania. For a better
organisation of the field work, we considered it appropriate to
include a team of experts from various professional fields: GIS
specialists, architect conservators, archaeologists, and art con-
servators. The survey team also includes three students from the
Department of Archaeology and Cultural Heritage assisting with
the field training. Also, this will help them to become familiar
with the religious heritage of the country through first-hand ob-
servation and field work.

In particular, the project will provide them with personal
knowledge and experience, thus enlarging the knowledge of the
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Fig. 6: Graphic documentation of the iconostasis at St. John’s church

state of conservation of the materials in the historic buildings.
The student groups will change with each trip in order to give all
of them the opportunity of first-hand experience (Fig. 4).

The in-depth information will be accessible to all Albanian
institutions of cultural heritage (Ministry of Culture, Centre
for Cultural Heritage Inventory, National Institute of Cultural
Monuments, and the Regional Directorates of Cultural
Monuments) and will allow them to develop a national and com-
prehensive strategy of conservation, including setting preserva-
tion and conservation priorities.

Likewise, each site visit involves the participation of a GIS
specialist who is responsible for taking detailed coordinate data,
developing the coordinates on a GIS mapping system using the
Vector GIS Capabilities, transferring data, and training a special-
ist from the Institute of Cultural Monuments during the project
time.

The project aims to carry out a detailed photographic documen-
tation, drawings, as well as other types of documentation regard-
ing problems of deterioration, providing a report and fulfilling a
schedule for every single monument in FileMaker, one for the
building and the other for the mural art and other types of deco-
ration (Fig. 5, Fig. 6).

The assembled materials for each site produced during the proj-
ect will be deposited at the archives of the Institute of Cultural
Monuments, and at the archives of the Regional Directorates of
National Culture in six cities all over Albania, and another copy
with be deposited at the National Centre for the Registration of
Cultural Property. This comprehensive collection of technical fich-
es will constitute the entire survey. A 3D modelling solution has
aimed at creating professional quality 3D content from still images
by using Agisoft Metashape. At the end of the project, a catalogue
will be developed in order to reflect all the work done on site.

Edlira Caushi

Department of Archaeology and Culture Heritage
Faculty of History and Philology

Tirana University (Albania)

Elio Hobdari

Department of Late Antiquity and Middle Ages
Institute of Archaeology

Academy of Albanological Studies

Tirana (Albania)
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AUSTRALIA

Heritage at Risk

Australia has endured a ferocious summer in 2019/20, with crip-
pling drought and massive bushfires, all of which have profound-
ly impacted cultural and natural heritage. Many now see this as
evidence of the climate emergency (Fig. 1).

The ocean surface around Australia has warmed over recent de-
cades at a similar rate to the air temperature. Sea surface tempera-
ture in the Australian region has warmed by around 1°C since
1910, with eight of the ten warmest years on record occurring
since 2010. Australia’s climate is notorious for its volatility, but
the high temperatures of the current 2019/20 summer have been
at the extreme end of any scale. The country sits between two
major oceans and is buffeted by the shifting circulation patterns
of both. The weather over Australia can change drastically from
year to year and become hard to predict. The Indian Ocean Di-
pole, the cycle of the temperature gradient between the eastern
and western parts of the Indian Ocean, was in its positive phase
in 2019. That led to much less rainfall over Australia as prevailing
winds pushed moisture gathering above the Indian Ocean away
from the continent in the spring.

In addition to the dry spell, Australia set a new record for its
hottest day in December 2019, with temperatures over 40°C in
most of the nation’s major cities, with inland areas of Victoria,
New South Wales and South Australia eclipsing 50°C. Recent-
ly, researchers carried out an analysis of the impact of climate
change on the risk of wildfires happening all over the world.
The study looked at 57 research papers published since the last
major review of climate science in 2013. All the studies in the
review showed links between climate change and the increased
frequency and severity of fire weather. This has been seen in ma-
ny regions, including the western USA and Canada, Scandinavia,
Portugal, Amazonia, Indonesia, and even the Arctic.

In Australia, while most are convinced, it is only now that con-
sensus is beginning to form that the extreme weather events are
climate change-related. As of January 19, 2020, 80 percent of
the Blue Mountains World Heritage Area has been devastated
by bushfires. In the state of New South Wales alone, 21 human
lives have been lost, over half a billion animals killed, five mil-
lion hectares burnt and more than 2100 structures destroyed. By
the end of the fire season, the figures are expected to be far high-
er. Heritage places are amongst the casualties and include urban,
rural and industrial heritage, Aboriginal heritage, archaeological
sites and cultural landscapes.

Weather conditions across Australia are changing due to hu-
man-induced climate change. We can expect ever increasing
droughts and bush fires, disastrous storm events, floods and
cyclones. The intensity of each of these will increase, though
perhaps not linearly each year, and prediction will prove dif-
ficult. Risk to heritage is clear and increasing. Mitigation and
preparedness are paramount and at the forefront of discussions

Fig. 1: Bushfires of 2019 (photo courtesy of ABC)

pertaining to heritage protection. While all bushfires cannot be
prevented, good preparation can assist in minimising the effects.
Adaptation and mitigation measures, emergency response plans
and actions, including removal of fuel through controlled or
cultural burning, will be critical to the survival of Australia’s
heritage. Australia ICOMOS is currently reviewing and updat-
ing guidelines for managing cultural heritage places affected by
disasters.

The listing and mapping of heritage places throughout Austra-
lia varies from state to state, and there are many places of heritage
value that have not been formally assessed or documented. As-
sessments are in accordance with the principles set out in the Aus-
tralia ICOMOS Burra Charter. Management is guided by site-spe-
cific conservation plans. The identification and management of
disaster risk to Australia’s heritage places will add another layer
to current management practices. The collections and archives
sector are better prepared with disaster plans and response proto-
cols in place for most major collections, and training is provided.
This is far less common in the heritage places sector, but must
become part of our common practice.
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Vision

Our natural, historic and Indigenous heritage places are valued by Australians,
protected for future generations and cared for by the community

Y

¥
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Fig. 2: “Current and emerging risks to Australia’s heritage”, Mackay R (2017). Australia state of the environment 2016: heritage, independent
report to the Australian Government Minister for the Environment and Energy, Australian Government Department of the Environment and Energy,

Canberra

Community expectations regarding the conservation of histor-
ic cultural heritage are debated and continually evolving within
Australia, as they should be. Legislative protection of cultural
property at the national level is under the auspices of the En-
vironment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
(the EPBC Act). The Act was recognised at a time of significant
change in heritage policy. The EPBC Act established the National
Heritage List in 2004, which currently recognises the outstand-
ing Indigenous, historic and/or natural heritage values of more
than 100 places across Australia. Also, of significance is the 2015
Australian Heritage Strategy pertaining to the recognition and
protection of cultural property, which recognises that heritage is
diverse and encompasses natural, historic and Indigenous values.
It considers ways in which Australia’s heritage places can be bet-
ter identified and managed to ensure their long-term protection.
The Heritage Strategy will be reviewed in 2020 by the Australian
Government, with subsequent periodic monitoring, evaluation
and review of objectives and actions as required. In order for the
Strategy to be effective it will need to be embraced by individual
state governments, NGOs and community groups (Fig. 2).

In Australia, State of the Environment (SoE) reporting occurs
at both the national and state/territory level. The Commonwealth
(national) State of the Environment report prepared in 2016 iden-
tifies risks to heritage (with text prepared by Professor Richard
Mackay AM) (Fig.3):

“Australia’s heritage continues to be under-resourced, and at
risk from both natural and human factors. Some risks, such as
catastrophic fire or extreme weather event, may not be easily
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Fig. 4: The Koonalda Cave contains within finger markings in the
soft limestone made over 22,000 years ago
(photo Department of the Environment)

mitigated, and instead may require post-event response. Events
such as the removal of statutory protection or large-scale re-
source extraction from reserved lands could have catastrophic
impact, but would arise from deliberate decisions and are un-
likely. However, major risks arise from the effects of climate
change, such as damage from extreme weather events, more
frequent fires, loss of habitat or increases in invasive species. In-
digenous cultural heritage continues to be at risk from some loss
of traditional knowledge and incremental destruction, because
development approval affords priority to site-specific heritage
impact, rather than cumulative incremental impact. Resourcing
is also a major risk factor, including lack of data to inform deci-
sion-making, limited funding, lack of incentives, neglect arising
from rural population decline, or the loss of specialist heritage
trade skills. Development and resource extraction projects con-
tinue to threaten the nation'’s heritage at both a landscape and
individual site scale. Development impacts are at risk of being
exacerbated by inadequate pre-existing survey, assessment and
statutory protection.
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vation of heritage values”

In the context of climate change, globally, we are recognising
what must be done. “Appropriate design of policies, institutions
and governance systems at all scales can contribute to land-relat-
ed adaptation and mitigation while facilitating the pursuit of cli-
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Historic Centre of Vienna on
UNESCO’s List of World Heritage
in Danger

In 2017, the Historic Centre of Vienna, inscribed as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site in 2001 under criteria ii, iv and vi, was put
on the List of World Heritage in Danger.

From the very beginning UNESCO and ICOMOS had warned
the responsible city authorities to avoid high-rise building struc-
tures within and around the World Heritage site. In 2001 the eval-
uation by the advisory bodies promoted the nomination for hav-
ing kept “all the attributes that sustain its Outstanding Universal
Value, including its architectural and urban qualities and layout”,
and added that “the Historic Centre of Vienna has also main-
tained its characteristic skyline” (ICOMOS 2001). Parallel to the
preparation of the nomination file, the city authorities worked on
a significant infrastructural development project. The first plans
of the building complex, well known as “Wien Mitte” included
six high-rise towers within the buffer zone of the proposed World
Heritage site. Hence, the World Heritage Committee awarded the
inscription “with the recommendation that the project be eval-
uated in terms of its compatibility with the visual integrity of
the historic city”. It also “recommended that special attention be
paid to the observation of all changes in the morphology of the
existing historical buildings and emphatically recommended the
reduction of all larger re-vitalization projects within the buffer
zone in future.”

In spite of previous discussions and recommendations the
project Hotel Intercontinental/Heumarkt was launched in 2012.
This project is located within the core zone of the World Heritage
site and near the famous “Ringstrasse”, which represents the
“Griinderzeit” period, one of three key periods of European
cultural and political development, and one of the key elements
of the Outstanding Universal Value of the Historic Centre of
Vienna. Not only the advisory bodies of UNESCO but addition-
ally the Austrian Chamber of Architects already warned during
the preparation of an international design competition that, if
high-rise structures replaced the existing Hotel Intercontinental,
the integrity and authenticity, as described in the nomination,
would be severely threatened. These warnings were ignored and
the competitors could choose between three scenarios, of which
only two were compatible with the OUV of the World Heritage
site as well as within the legal frame of the local planning reg-
ulations.

In scenario 1 the planners could choose to retrofit the existing
Hotel Intercontinental. In 1963, the construction of this hotel
complex had been influenced by contemporary US architecture.
It has some significant qualities of international modernism, but
it has not yet been placed on the national list of protected mon-
uments.

In scenario 2 they could also hand in projects which assumed
the hotel to be torn down and replaced by so-called Viennese
duplex blocks; a building typology with strong reference to the
morphology of the “Ringstrasse”. In that case the built struc-
tures would be situated at the edge of predefined new city-
blocks, densely grouped around small courtyards and limit-
ed to the height of the other buildings within the zone of the
“Ringstrasse”.

Scenario 3 allowed, even encouraged, to keep the Hotel
Intercontinental but “reshape” and “optimise” its urban qualities
through tearing down parts of it and replacing them with a high-
rise of double the height of the existing structure.

The winning project by Isay Weinfeld from Brazil was de-
signed on the basis of the third scenario. Again, ignoring the
strong protests from all sides — NGOs, neighbours, architects,
even politicians — in June 2017 the city council changed the
spatial planning law to legalise the project. Even the city’s own
planning principles, e. g. a high-rise exclusion-zone concept, were
modified to make the project possible and a “Masterplan Glacis”
tried to argue in favour of high-rise buildings within the area of
the “Ringstrasse” (Figs. 1 and 2).

Systemic risk potential identified

In preparation for the UNESCO-ICOMOS Joint Advisory
Mission and in cooperation with experts and concerned citizens
ICOMOS Austria systematically analysed the wider context of
the project and discovered several serious issues of mismanage-
ment which had accumulated over the years. These allowed the
situation to finally arrive at the current state.

First, the specially protected zones of Vienna (Wiener
Schutzzonen) do not match with the buffer and core zones of
the World Heritage site. The area of the Hotel Intercontinental/
Heumarkt is not located within these specially protected zones
of Vienna and is therefore not protected under Viennese law.
Second, the existing object, the Hotel Intercontinental, is not a
nationally listed monument, although it has monument qualities
according to new findings. Third, the management plan to pro-
tect the World Heritage site Historic City Centre of Vienna was
never ratified by the provincial authorities of Vienna (Wiener
Gemeinderat).

In addition, another project on a far smaller dimension
not comparable to the “Heumarkt Neu” project but within
the same core zone has raised public awareness concerning
the possible damage of the Outstanding Universal Value of the
Historic Centre of Vienna: an open-air restaurant in the private-
ly owned and managed gardens around Palais Schwarzenberg.
This case was solved through an intensive dialogue between
ICOMOS Austria, the owners of the gardens and the planners.
The project was improved in a way that satisfied all stakehold-
ers’ needs.
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Figs. 1 and 2: The proposed project “Heumarkt Neu” within the core zone of the UNESCO World Heritage and its simulated impact on the site “Historic
City Centre of Vienna” (Source: v-cube/Philipp Tebart/michael kloos planning and heritage consultancy)

Outstanding individualistic architecture and heritage

Another threat to the more than a hundred historic town centres
of Austria in general is the still booming adaptive use of former
empty roof spaces. Certainly, the additional use of roof space un-
der the usually pitched or hipped roofs enables the retrofitting of

the historic building structure underneath, as the profits generated
with these new apartments are much higher than with the other
spaces (especially as rents for apartments in older buildings are
strictly regulated). Hence, “ambitious” architecture of “outstand-
ing individualism” (© Nicholas Clarke, [COMOS South Africa)
quite often destroys the characteristic silhouette of the roofscape.
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Figs. 3 and 4: The eroding traditional roofscape as part of the UNESCO World Heritage site “Historic Centre of Vienna” (photos Jaeger-Klein 2018)

ICOMOS Austria started campaigning for better practice in 2018
by intensifying the dialogue at eye-level with the site managers
about architectural qualities in general and the essential attributes
of their site in particular.

ICOMOS Austria reorganised the monitoring of heritage sites
from single-person observation to group-observation to accom-
modate for this shift. Emerging professionals are part of each
monitoring group. It also implemented workshops for students to
show them more modest and harmonious solutions for construc-
tions within a historic context in general (Figs.3 and 4).

Synopsis

Besides individual cases of inappropriate new building structures
within cultural heritage landscapes, ensembles and sites, various
systemic failures are currently threatening the cultural heritage
of Austria:

References

ICOMOS (2001). Advisory Body Evaluation (ICOMOS) http://
whc.unesco.org/document/151582.
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— The Federal Monument Protection Act has not embedded the
UNESCO World Heritage sites so far and is very weak in pro-
tecting historic gardens as well as cultural landscapes.

— The various building codes and spatial planning regulations in
Austria refer, if at all, to World Cultural Heritage and only deal
marginally with cultural landscapes. The natural sites and land-
scapes are much better protected through other legal frames.

— The Austrian monument protection authorities have not yet
been efficient enough in listing all monuments of the modern
movement to protect them from severe changes and/or destruc-
tion of industrial or technical heritage sites. It is obvious that
the monument protection authorities urgently need more capac-
ities to fulfil their mission.

— Austrian universities neither provide a specific higher educa-
tion in monument protection nor do any educational institu-
tions train cultural heritage experts and/or conservation archi-
tects specifically on a professional level.

to the Historic City Centre of Vienna, Austria [1033] from 11 to
15 November 2018. Paris-Vienna.

Wehdorn, Manfred (2004). Vienna. The Historical Centre:
UNESCO World Heritage Site, Wien-New York.
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BULGARIA

The Buzludzha Monument'

History

The Buzludzha monument is one of the most iconic and significant
buildings of post-war modernism in Bulgaria and in Europe. It is
located in the Central Balkans on a historically significant moun-
tain peak with an altitude of 1432 metres. Its purpose was to cele-
brate the history of Bulgarian socialism. Buzludzha was financed
with public donations — with the intent that it would become a na-
tionwide cause. The project took more than seven years, starting in
1974, and over 6000 people worked on the monument, including
Bulgaria’s finest architects, artists, sculptors and engineers.

The building was opened in 1981 and during the monument’s
eight years of use, it was visited by more than two million people
and served as a political museum and ceremonial venue. After the
political changes in 1989, the new democratic government had no
interest in maintaining the most significant symbol of the previ-
ous ideology. The following three decades of looting, vandalism
and neglect have left it in its present deteriorated condition.

Social significance

Similar is the destiny of several hundred smaller monuments
built during the socialist regime in Bulgaria and the entire former
Eastern Bloc. The common young heritage in the post-socialist
countries is often traumatic or unfamiliar to the broad public. This
leads to the destruction of great human tangible achievements.
They are witnesses of a period that is not discussed, taught, or
remembered by museums and schoolbooks in Bulgaria. This lack
of open discussion and education regarding communism allows
for speculation, political manipulation and deep social polarisa-
tion. Buzludzha as the most iconic and controversial artefact of
Bulgaria’s socialist era can become an example for the rational
reassessment and preservation of Bulgaria’s and Eastern Europe’s
difficult heritage.

Artistic significance
In addition to its unique architecture and dynamic engineering,

it contains a real gem of 910 square meters of precious mosaics,
which make it also one of the largest mosaic artworks in Europe.

Fig. 1: View of the Buzludzha monument today (photo Les Johnstone)
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Figs. 2 and 3: Impressions of the damaged interior (photos Nicola Miller and Dora Ivanova)

“While the architecture provokes and inspires emotions, the mo-
saics tell stories”, explained the architect of the monument, Georgi
Stoilov. The revival of mosaic art on and in functional modernist
architecture is one of the most prominent features and important
achievements of so-called East Modernism (Socialist Modernism).
It was widely used, not only in governmental buildings, but also
in apartment buildings, kindergartens, schools, hospitals, railway
stations, airports, stadiums, theatres, and museums. These mosa-
ics were designed to inspire, instill virtue, and impart collective
community values. They are undoubtedly the representative form
of art for the generation born after the Second World War. The fine
art of the Buzludzha Monument is the most valuable and at the
same time the most vulnerable element in the building.

First steps of reassessment

In the last years the monument has increasingly gained internation-
al popularity. It was featured by media such as BBC, Discovery
Channel, National Geographic, CNN, Reuters, and many more.
Because of increased interest and illegal tourism, since April 2018
the regional administration of Stara Zagora has organised a round-
the-clock security police at the monument. This measure has
stopped people going inside the monument, thus preventing van-
dalism and accidents. Moreover, the listing process for a National
Heritage Site designation has also been initiated and is in progress.

In 2018, the Buzludzha Monument became one of the “7 Most
Endangered” heritage sites in Europe, a programme run by
Europa Nostra and the European Investment Bank Institute. The
result was an expert mission and a technical report recommend-
ing feasibility studies and urgent measures to be implemented as
soon as possible.

Footnote
! The Buzludzha Monument was already introduced in Heritage
at Risk 2014-2015 (published in 2017), pp. 32 ff. under the

Conservation and management plan

Because of its significance and due to the quality of the pro-
posed project, in 2019 the Buzludzha Monument was awarded
a 185,000 US dollar grant by the Getty Foundation within the
“Keeping it Modern Program”. Thanks to this grant a detailed
Conservation and Management Plan (CMP) is being created.
An international team of experts started the project in August
2019 and plan to complete it in September 2020 with a public
report. The project partners are ICOMOS Bulgaria and ICOMOS
Germany, the University of Architecture, Civil Engineering and
Geodesy (UACEG) in Sofia, the Technical University of Munich,
and the Buzludzha Project Foundation with Dora Ivanova as
on-site-manager.

The Getty project, which is still in progress (until autumn
2020) at the time of writing this report, includes the creation of
a database through archive digitisation, three-dimensional laser
scanning and model representation for mapping damages and
measures. The result is a detailed state-of-conservation report,
including restoration and financing proposals for the static-con-
structive consolidation of the building and for ensuring the pres-
ervation of the original surfaces. In addition, revitalisation pro-
posals for a conversion of the disused property are to be made,
a business and marketing concept is to be developed and acutely
necessary emergency safety measures are to be pointed out to
prevent further damage and loss of the mosaics due to weather
and vandalism.

The restoration and revitalisation of the Buzludzha Monument
require highly qualified conservation measures and extensive in-
vestments in the coming years as well as sustainable development
and utilisation perspectives in the long run.

Contact: buzludzha.project@gmail.com
For further information: www.buzludzha-project.com

chapter heading “Buzludzha. Forbidden History of a Neglected
Masterpiece”.
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CZECH REPUBLIC

Heritage at Risk

Summing up the heritage conservation issues in the Czech
Republic within the period 20162019, definitely the greatest
concern was the proposal for a new Building Act. Ordered by
the Ministry of Regional Development and prepared by a group
of private attorneys, the proposal significantly reduces possibili-
ties of state heritage conservation, namely the National Heritage
Institute, to interfere in the building practice. The same would
apply to conservationists’ NGOs. The ICOMOS Czech National
Committee carefully reviewed the proposal, but its objections,
just like different objections of many other professional boards
and even objections of the Czech Ministry of Culture, were most-
ly not taken into consideration. There is strong pressure from
building and development companies to push this act through,
deceitfully arguing that the proposed change helps to accelerate
economic growth and especially new residential building, insuf-
ficient until now. The professional debate on the act is ongoing;

the Czech government will discuss the current proposal during
the summer months of 2020, expecting its effect as from 2021.
Regarding individually protected landmarks, the Czech her-
itage conservation enjoyed great international recognition with
two new World Heritage properties listed in 2019 (Landscape
for Breeding and Training of Ceremonial Carriage Horses
at Kladruby nad Labem and Erzgebirge/Krusnohofi Mining
Region). Moreover, several first-class heritage buildings were
quite successfully renovated with the financial support of
European Union funds and governmental or local programmes.
Among these buildings is the 19th-century main building of the
National Museum in Prague. On the other hand, the “stock™ of
interesting heritage items has suffered several considerable loss-
es: two great industrial areas in Brno, the Zbrojovka vehicles and
firearms factory, and the VInéna (former Stiassni) textile factory,!
the latter’s history dating back to the 18th century and operat-
ing until the 1990s, were almost completely demolished between
2016 and 2018, in order to make room for new commercial glass-

Fig. 1: Brno, to the left of the cathedral new office blocks replacing the former Vinéna textile factory
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Figs. 2 and 3: Prague, the city centre with highrises on its horizon

and-steel blocks (Fig. 1). Industrial areas seem the most endan-
gered category of architectural heritage in the Czech Republic;
they were largely privatised in the 1990s after the end of pro-
duction, without being listed. Unlike other countries (United
Kingdom or the Netherlands), the Czech Republic boasts very
few examples of clever re-use of authentic industrial remains or
constructions within a new architectural design.

The country’s capital, Prague, is constantly confronted with
demands for the erection of highrises on its horizon, which are
easily visible from historical view platforms (Figs.2 and 3). The
recommendations of international conservationists’ missions to
safeguard the traditional panorama and vistas have been widely
debated in the press; however, without proper action of the mu-
nicipal authorities.

|| T

Figs. 4-6: Olomouc, Romanesque Zdik’s Palace with roof and visitors’ bridge from the 1980s, both intended to be replaced by glass-and-steel

structures
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Although the Czech Republic generally does not support the
building of spectacular cultural temples designed by internation-
al starchitects, some institutions attempt to imitate this fashion,
albeit in a provincial manner with provincial capacities. In the
city of Olomouc, renowned for the second-largest protected his-
torical core after Prague and for the baroque Holy Trinity column,
a designated World Heritage property, the Olomouc Museum of
Art together with the Archdiocese of Olomouc would like to
re-restore the unique Bishop Zdik’s palace from the 12th century,
used as part of a permanent exhibition of the museum since 2006.
Its unique Romanesque walls were conserved and presented to
the public in the 1980s, with an elevated wooden pathway and a
wooden roof designed by Jan Sokol, a distinguished period archi-
tect. His additions harmoniously integrated the medieval torso in-

Footnotes

' Area images of its demolition see here: https://encyklopedie.
brna.cz/home-mmb/?acc=profil udalosti&load=5279

2 For the new project see: https://www.sepka-architekti.cz/
index.php?lang=en&page=project&name=new-presenta-
tion-of-zdiks-palace-olomouc-

to the cluster of buildings of the Olomouc cathedral hill. Because
of this sensitivity, as well as the thoroughness of research and
elaboration of details, the renovation of the 1980s belongs to the
most important achievements of the Czech architectural conser-
vation of the post-World WarlII decades. In 2018 the Olomouc
Museum of Art as the present administrator published a con-
troversial project by Jan Sépka, a Prague-based architect, for a
replacement of Sokol’s “aesthetically obsolete” elements by a
compact glass display window and a mono-pitched steel roof
(Figs.4—6).> The Czech National Committee of ICOMOS has
highlighted the value of the previous renovation and doubted the
arguments for the proposed intervention, unfortunately without
an answer.
The construction will take place from July 2020.

Martin Horadek
ICOMOS Czech National Committee

All images by Martin Horacek
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ESTONIA

Estonian Watermills are Threatened
by Fish

Estonia has been a country of watermills since at least the 13th
century when several watermills were mentioned in the early
written documents on Estonia. The mills became primary eco-
nomic units of Estonian manors and thus important strategical
and economic landmarks that were marked on the historical
maps of Estonia. Watermills have shaped the Estonian landscape
to a significant extent — the dams with their bridges directed the
course of the roads; the dammed-up lakes characterised the ma-
norial landscapes and the rural landscape to this day.

In the 1930s there were around 800 operating watermills in
Estonia. Even before World War II, many watermills were con-
verted to produce electricity, with hydropower stations remain-
ing important energy sources during the first decades after the
war. Nowadays, there are 96 objects related with watermills pro-
tected as national monuments and many more are recognised by
local people as important landmarks. However, most of them are

Fig. 1: Hellenurme watermill (photo Mae Juske)

no longer in operation. There are a couple of watermills where
the historical machinery has been preserved and only one of
them — Hellenurme — operates daily as a mill-museum. There
are a few that operate as hydropower stations producing elec-
tricity. The majority of the watermills and their dams are pro-
tected as elements of manor ensembles. A huge number of them
are empty and unfortunately in bad condition, because without
proper maintenance they are fragile due to the destructive power
of water.

While so far maintenance was considered the biggest chal-
lenge in protecting this important type of heritage, since 2013
there has been an unusual conflict between the National Heritage
Board and the Environmental Board of Estonia. The latter de-
mands the unconditional demolition of the historic dams to re-
store the spawning grounds of fish. The Environmental Board
substantiates its demands with the Water Act:! “The passage
of fish both up- as well as downstream shall be ensured by the
owner or possessor of a dam on the dam built on a water body
that has been approved as a spawning area or habitat of salmon,
brown trout, salmon trout or grayling, or on a stretch thereof on

e




Fig. 2: Linnamae hydrostation (photo National Heritage Board)

the basis of subsection 51(2) of the Nature Conservation Act.”
(§ 17(4)). The nature protection legislation is based substantiates
on the principles of the Directive 2000/60/Ec of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2000 establishing
a framework for Community action in the field of water poli-
cy.? The Directive states that Member States shall implement the
necessary measures to prevent deterioration of the status of all
bodies of surface water (art 4.1.1).

Despite years of negotiations between the Boards and the
Ministries of Culture and Environment, the problem has still not
been solved. The Chancellor of Justice gave his opinion as early
as 2015 proposing amendments in the Water Act to enable the
weighing of values.?

The enthusiasm of the Environmental Board is partly based on
the European Union funds provided to improve surface waters.
There are enormous subsidies to build passages for fish even in
small rivers. The European Parliament resolution on the protec-
tion of the European natural, architectural and cultural heritage
in rural and island regions* that calls on the Commission and
Member States not to provide Community funding for projects
which will demonstrably result in the destruction of valuable
parts of our cultural heritage (art. 17) has been completely ig-
nored.

By now several damns have been destroyed and in some rivers
passages for fish have already been built. However, there is no
substantiated data if the fish population in the rivers interrupted
by dams for 100 to 200 years has increased or been restored. As
mentioned before, the dams and dammed-up waterbeds have in-
fluenced the development of the cultural landscape, the landscape
and nature in general. They have also influenced the way of life
of local communities.

The National Heritage Board has agreed to a compromise for
some watermills, but there are several highly valuable mills and
dams where a compromise is not a solution and a choice has to
be made between centuries of man-made landscape and trac-
es of history on the one hand, and the hypothetical restoration
of spawning grounds on the other. Historic mills threatened by
strict environmental regulations are for example Hellenurme and
Linnamdée.

Fig. 3: Peedu-Nuti watermill (photo Mae Juske)

Hellenurme dates from the 1880s and is still in operation with
the machines and equipment dating from the 1930s. The complex
also includes a sawmill and in the late 19th century there was
even a distillery. Hellenurme is now the only watermill in Estonia
operating daily. As a mill-museum it presents and continues the
tradition of mill work.

The issues of the dam are multilayered and thus the ongoing
conflict regarding the dam is even more confusing. First of all, it
is the most valuable of all existing watermills in Estonia as it has
preserved all its equipment and is still in operation as a traditional
flour-mill. Any long-term interruption in the work of the machin-
ery influences the historic tools. For example, the belts may lose
their tension if they haven’t been used for a longer period.

The dammed-up lake is an integral part of the historicist manor
ensemble; the main building is reflected in the water. The lake
itself is relatively shallow and with very slow inflow of water.
Every reduction of the water level results in a long recovery peri-
od. The manor buildings house a local kindergarten and a nursery
home for nearly 300 people with special needs. These institutions
are heated by the ground heating system that takes the heat from
the lake. The lowering of the water level severely influences this
system. The river downstream the 2.9 m high dam is very narrow
and indented between the saw mill and the high banks, which
makes the potential construction of a passage extremely compli-
cated.

Even if the changes are made, the operation of the mill will
become an economic burden for the owner as she also has to
maintain the very costly passage. Lastly, the proposed construc-
tions will lengthen the spawning grounds of the fish only by eight
kilometres. So far there has been no significant increase in the
population of fish downstream the same river where dams were
already destroyed several years ago.

Linnamée hydropower station dates from the 1930s and is sig-
nificant both for its architecture and its function. The daily op-
erating green energy station was carefully restored a few years
ago. The dammed lake is an important local recreation area. The
potential demolition of the dam would destroy the national mon-
ument and also one of the very few sites where the production of
green hydro energy on a larger scale in Estonia is possible.
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The above-mentioned watermills like the majority of others
are in private ownership. The conflicts have generated a situa-
tion where the owners are torn between different regulations. The
Conservation Act prohibits the alteration and demolition of a pro-
tected monument while the Water Act imposes it. Unfortunately,
the arguments of the National Heritage Board that cultural her-
itage should be handled as a primary value and the compromise
that a few dams out of many should be handled as exemptions

Footnotes

' Water Act. RT 1 1994, 40, 655 https://www.riigiteataja.ce/en/
eli/ee/Riigikogu/act/526022019001/consolide.

2 Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the

Council of 23 October 2000 establishing a framework for

Community action in the field of water policy: https://www.

envir.ee/sites/default/files/veepoliitika raamdir200060ecen.

pdf

Oiguskantsler Ulle Madise: Riik ei tohi sundida inimest sea-

dust rikkuma https://www.oiguskantsler.ee/et/0iguskants-

ler-iille-madise-riik-ei-tohi-sundida-inimest-seadust-rikkuma.

has not been accepted by the Environmental Board. The disagree-
ment has been so significant that the owners of both watermills
turned to the court and the question of Linnamie was discussed
in the Government of the Republic of Estonia on Oct 10th, 2019.
According to the statement of the Government, the environmental
interests have not proved to be more significant than social and
economic interests. All stakeholders are expected to further sub-
stantiate their positions.’

Riin Alatalu

* The European Parliament Resolution on the Protection of
the European Natural, Architectural and Cultural Heritage
in Rural and Island Regions (2006/2050(INT)) http://
www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//
TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2006-0355+0+DOC+XML+V0/EN

5 Valitsus leidis, et keskkonnahuvid pole Linnamée paisul kdige
olulisemad
https://www.err.ee/991864/valitsus-leidis-et-keskkonnahu-
vid-pole-linnamae-paisul-koige-olulisemad.
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FINLAND

Helsinki-Malmi Airport Under Threat

Helsinki-Malmi International Airport (architects Martti Vélikan-
gas, Dag Englund, Onni Ermala and Vera Rosendal) was built in
1935-38, though operations at the airport began as early as 1936.
Experimental reinforced concrete wall construction enabled the
use of, for instance, strip windows around the entire cylindrical
main terminal building. At the centre of the three-storey building
with a circular floor plan is a terminal hall extending the height of
the entire building and lit by a skylight. Two low wing buildings
at right angles to each other protrude from the main building. In

Malmi Airport is a versatile general aviation centre

Malmi Airport is one of the world’s best preserved, still func-
tioning airports built before the Second World War. It provides a
venue for a broad range of aviation activities, special events, and
leisure and recreational activities. Not only is the airport used
by private commercial pilots; there are also five commercial
aviation schools and several aviation clubs. Parachuting and the
training operations linked to it, as well as hot-air ballooning have
provided interesting spectacles for residents of the neighbouring
areas.

Fig. 1: Aerial view of Malmi Airport in 1948. In the centre is the circular
terminal building with symmetrical wing buildings on the sides.

In the foreground is the aeroplane hangar with its mono-pitched roof.
(photo Veljekset Karhuméki 25.9. 1948, Helsinki City Museum)

addition to the terminal building, the airport complex comprises
an aeroplane hangar and four runways. The reinforced concrete
pillars and steel lattice trusses of the hangars represented in their
time the latest in building technology.

Malmi Airport also possesses considerable symbolic signif-
icance in both aviation history and Finnish cultural history,
in addition to its architectural and structural engineering val-
ues.

Malmi Airport was established near the Tattarisuo marshes on
a watery ground, which at that time had no other use. Beneath the
runways is a 39-kilometre-long drainage system that still keeps
the runways dry. The area of the airport is approximately one
hundred hectares. The airport, with its runways and buildings,
is regarded as a cultural landscape, where over the years unique
flora and fauna have become established.

Fig. 2: Malmi Airport terminal building, with the aeroplane hangar in the
background, small planes in their own parking stands, 1972
(photo Sky-PHOTO Méller, Helsinki City Museum)

Various aviation service companies and aircraft repair and
maintenance companies operate at the airport. Approximately 300
people are in employment at the airport. In addition to the small
planes nowadays stationed in Malmi, there is a heliport offering
chartered flights. The airport is used by thousands of active pilots,
about 700 of them amateur pilots. With approximately 40,000 an-
nual landings, Malmi is the second busiest airport in Finland.

Besides flying operations, Malmi Airport also offers training
opportunities for a variety of sports, public gatherings and test-
ing activities that require a lot of space. It is possible to organise
large-scale events on the airfield, such as rock concerts, which,
due to noise problems, cannot be held in the city centre. Air
shows and various events aimed at the general public enliven the
area and entertain aviation enthusiasts.

The airport area provides an invaluable open landscape for lo-
cal residents. The area is a regular destination for birdwatchers.
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Fig. 3: Frame plan for Malmi Airport area, 1.12.2015. The terminal building and aeroplane hangar to be preserved are shown in black at the bottom

centre of the image. They are overshadowed by new buildings and the open field landscape is destroyed.
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Fig. 4. Central hall of Malmi Airport terminal building in 1972
(photo Juho Nurmi, Helsinki City Museum)

Circumscribing Malmi Airport is a popular jogging track and
outdoor trail that offers interesting experiences and views of the
local nature.

Airport conservation values have been identified
and protection is actively pursued

Malmi Airport’s international cultural-historical value is undenia-
ble. It has been included in the selection of works of Finnish mod-
ernism approved by the international organisation DOCOMOMO
(catalogues 1991 and 2017). In 2016 the airport was listed among
the world’s endangered cultural environments by the World Mon-
uments Fund. In addition, in 2015 it was designated by Europa
Nostra Finland as the country’s most endangered cultural heritage
site.

Malmi Airport, including its runways, terminal buildings and
aircraft hangars, has been included in the Finnish Heritage Agen-
cy’s inventory of Nationally Important Cultural Environments
(RKY 1993 and 2009). The government decision requires that the
listed sites must be preserved. In addition to the Finnish Heritage
Agency and a number of other expert organisations, the unprec-
edented active civic engagement demands that Malmi Airport be
preserved for aviation use.

Friends of Malmi Airport was established in 2002 with the ob-
jective of preserving Malmi Airport for aviation use. The associ-
ation has documented the airport’s operations and published an
in-depth history of its construction and operations. Furthermore,
the association has made a proposal to protect Malmi Airport un-
der the Act on the Protection of Buildings, and has often appealed
against development projects that would lead to the airport’s de-
struction. In doing so, it has invoked international agreements and
commitments ratified by Finland, such as the Faro Convention.
The association has also launched a municipal initiative to hold
a consultative referendum to preserve Malmi Airport, as well as
a citizens’ initiative to establish a nature reserve there. Tens of
thousands of signatures have so far been collected. Friends of
Malmi Airport has proposed that a special law, Lex Malmi, be
created to protect the airport, but in 2018 the Finnish Parliament
dismissed the proposal. At the same time, however, the Parlia-
ment insisted that a substitute airfield would have to be found
so that aviation could continue. No replacement airfield has yet
been found.

The petition launched by Friends of Malmi Airport for preserv-
ing the airport has so far attracted almost 74,000 signatures. The
active association has not given up on its objectives, although
some of its initiatives and appeals have been rejected. It has main-
tained its optimism that the ongoing protection initiatives and ap-
peals will be successful.

Controversial plans for the future

All stakeholders agree that Malmi Airport is a nationally impor-
tant cultural environment, but their interpretation of the scope
of the protection differs significantly. The City of Helsinki is
consistently working on transforming Malmi Airport into a res-
idential area, despite the fact that the Finnish Heritage Agency
and Friends of Malmi Airport are working to retain also aviation
operations there. The City of Helsinki has terminated the ground
lease contracts for Malmi Airport, coming into effect by the end
of 2019.

The city has a monopoly on land-use planning and intends to
draw up a development plan that would convert the airport site
into a dense area of apartment blocks (25,000 inhabitants and
2,000 jobs). The development planning defines the land-use of
the area. The city aims to fill the airfield with residential build-
ings during the period 2020-2045. The development plans would
preserve the individual airport buildings, although their functions
would change and they would lose their dominance in the land-
scape. Part of the runways would remain as roadways or vistas as
a sort of memory trace of the lost runways. Otherwise, the open
airfield would become enclosed. At the same time, the physical
conditions for flying would disappear from Malmi Airport. The
aviation operators’ lease contracts are being terminated, and thus
aviation operations are in danger of coming to an end in the near
future.

Although the Finnish Land Use and Building Act requires that
the Inventory of Nationally Important Cultural Environments
(RKY) must guide land-use planning so as to protect sites, and
the Finnish Heritage Agency in its statements and appeals has
emphasised the importance of aviation activities in Malmi, the
city authorities have not taken into consideration the overall con-
servation objectives of Malmi Airport.

Appeals have been made against the land-use planning deci-
sions and the termination of contracts, and some of the appeals
are still pending.
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As Malmi Airport has not been protected through land-use
planning, efforts have been made to protect the airport under spe-
cial legislation. The state has a broader decision-making power in
the application of the Act on the Protection of Buildings, but here
too, disagreements have arisen. The conservation proposition by
the Friends of Malmi Airport was rejected in the summer of 2018.
When appealed, the Ministry of the Environment overturned the
negative decision and returned it for renewed preparation in the
summer of 2019. The ministry focused in particular on safeguard-
ing the area’s original aviation operations. At the same time, the
ministry took a stand for maintaining the operations of the airport
by stating: “The regulations, however, may indirectly prevent or
restrict some particular use. Protection may, in practice, also con-
tribute to the preservation of the site such that it remains suited
for its original purpose.” The ministry required that the decision
be justified from the point of view of the Act on the Protection of
Buildings and not refer to the Land Use and Building Act (land-
use planning).

In the summer of 2019, a new supplementary decision dismiss-
ing the protection proposal was adopted, again shifting the issue
to land-use planning: “It is possible, sufficient and appropriate to
protect Malmi Airport by means of land-use planning.” This new
dismissal is still subject to appeal. The Finnish Heritage Agency,
together with the citizens’ association, have been active in ad-
vocating for the preservation of Malmi Airport as a whole. The
appeals are pending.

Differing views on conservation objectives

The Finnish Heritage Agency, conservation experts as well as the
general public want to preserve Malmi Airport as a living and
functional entity, which includes the buildings with their interiors
and the surrounding areas, as well as the runway area with its
structures, equipment and underground drainage systems. This
would provide a framework for continued aviation operations.
The development planning proposal currently under preparation
is based, however, on the preservation of only parts of the airport
complex.

Behind the City of Helsinki’s objectives lies the need for build-
ing affordable housing with good traffic connections. What has
sparked debate, however, is the fact that building on the Malmi
Airport area would be expensive and difficult. The airport’s soggy
clay soil extends to a depth of 10-25 metres and massive piling
would lead to expensive construction. It has been calculated' that
a total of around 14,000 kilometres of reinforced concrete piles

References

Malmin lentoasema. Ympdristohistoriaselvitys (2016).
Arkkitehtitoimisto Freese Oy ja Arkkitehtitoimisto Schulman
Oy 30.6.2016

Sipild, S., Haikarainen, R. & Wahl, H.-M. (2008). Malmi —
Helsingin lentoasema. Himeenlinna.

Plannings for Malmi Airport (City of Helsinki)

Inventories, statements and appeals of the Finnish Heritage
Agency

would be needed, thus generating more than 350,000 tonnes of
carbon dioxide. More than two million cubic metres of earth-
works would increase the project’s enormous carbon footprint.
The construction on Malmi Airport is thus at odds with Helsinki’s
aspiration for carbon neutrality. There is also a dangerous layer of
sulphide clay in the subsoil and the unexploded wartime aircraft
bombs left around the airfield would also pose a major risk to the
builders. Instead of replacing the soil and heavy piling, aviation
would be the optimum use for the watery and springy land. The
airfield could be developed into an intelligent aviation hub, with
diverse cultural and aviation services.

Citizen activists emphasise the nature and recreational values
of Malmi Airport and its importance as an airfield for both train-
ing and transportation. The opportunities offered by an operation-
al airfield for a variety of recreational activities and large-scale
events have been highlighted. Many rare species of plants, birds
and insects are also an asset to the airport. All of these would be
lost if the airfield were redeveloped as a dense area of housing.

The conservation activists are worried that the residential
building on the airport grounds would permanently eliminate
Helsinki’s only airport and its immeasurably valuable, living cul-
tural treasure. According to the Finnish Heritage Agency, the use
of Malmi Airport for aviation purposes would be the most natural
solution for safeguarding both international and national values,
and at the same time the correct premise for any decision about
its preservation.

Malmi Airport has indeed a future potential that, according to
conservation activists, the city has not sufficiently recognised.
If properly developed, the airport could also be a major cultur-
al tourist destination. For example, it could be the site for the
Finnish Aviation Museum, which is currently looking for a new
location in the Helsinki Metropolitan Area. Various large-scale
cultural and nature-related events would also add to the attraction
of Malmi. The city has also not understood the importance of
Malmi Airport as a provider of non-scheduled air traffic servic-
es and as a stand-by airport in times of crisis. The pace of de-
velopment in motor technology is staggering. In the near future,
electric aviation will eliminate the noise pollution of flying and
reduce adverse climatic effects. Might this enable finding a com-
promise? In any case, drone cargo deliveries are becoming in-
creasingly common, and the unmanned piloting of clients (UTM,
Unmanned Traffic Management) will fundamentally change avia-
tion operations. In such a case, an airport for small planes situated
in an urban area would provide an unparalleled competitive factor
for the city.

ICOMOS Finland
Maire Mattinen
Contact: maire.mattinen@icloud.com

Footnotes
' Suomen Kuvalehti, 30.11.2018.

Translation
Gekko Design, Helsinki; Kristiina Kolhi & Gareth Griffins
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Lincendie de Notre-Dame de Paris

Point de la situation fin septembre
2019

Rappel des faits

Un important programme de travaux de restauration avait débuté
sur la cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris comportant entre autres,
la restauration de sa fleche. Fin 2018, un important échafaudage
avait commencé d’étre installé. Le 15 avril 2019, un incendie ra-
vageait 1’édifice. Son départ, situ¢ a la base de la fleche, signalé
une premiere fois a 18 h 18 par une alarme mal interprétée, ne sera
pleinement reconnu qu’une demi-heure plus tard.
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Fig. 1: Travaux de consolidations provisoires, octobre 2019

Les premiers pompiers arriveérent a 19h00. Rapidement, ils
constatérent que le feu qui dévorait les combles ne pouvait plus
étre maitrisé et qu’il fallait s’attacher a le circonscrire. Il sera dé-
claré sous contrdle a 22h 30 et éteint a 2h 00 le matin suivant.
Environ 600 pompiers intervinrent sur le feu.

Le combat qu’ils menérent durant ces quelques heures est
connu, ayant fait I’objet de plusieurs récits et reportages. Outre
la parfaite organisation militaire du commandement et le profes-
sionnalisme de ces hommes et de ces femmes qui eurent a pro-
gresser dans le labyrinthe qu’est un édifice gothique, on retiendra
quelques points :

— En plus de drones aériens, 1’utilisation de drones terrestres pour
installer des lances a eau dans des endroits inaccessibles car
trop dangereux,
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Fig. 2: Croisée du transept, mai 2019
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— La réalisation de croquis par des pompiers dessinateurs per-
mettant des vues synthétiques immédiatement opérationnelles
contrairement au numérique,

— La proximité de la Seine qui a permis d’avoir 1’eau néces-
saire,

— Leur bonne connaissance du batiment et des ceuvres qu’il abrite
par des exercices réguliers.

Pour les ceuvres d’art, ils seront aidés par les services du
Ministere de la Culture, propriétaire de 1’édifice, et les person-
nels de 1’évéché, rapidement arrivés sur place. Leur évacuation
commenca de se réaliser pendant que les pompiers luttaient
contre le feu. De fait, elles furent toutes sauvées et rapidement
mises en sécurité.

Premiers constats

L’ensemble des couvertures hautes a été détruit. Le plomb fondu
s’est en partie rependu sur les voutes, a coulé par les gargouilles,
ou, en gouttelettes, est principalement parti avec les fumées en
les colorant en orange. L’effondrement spectaculaire de la fleche
a 20h 00 a entrainé la destruction d’une partie des voutes de la
croisée du transept. Sauf ponctuellement, les autres voutes ont ré-
sisté a la chute des fermes désorganisées. Par ces ouvertures, des
gravois incandescents sont tombés sur le sol entrainant la des-
truction d’aménagements modernes du cheeur et la rubéfaction
de piles de la nef. Pour des raisons de sécurité évidentes, 1’aus-
cultation des magonneries des parties hautes (pignons, voutes)
étaient impossible a faire mais elles apparaissaient grandement
fragilisées a la fois par la disparition de la charpente et par les
importantes quantités d’eau utilisées qui ont longtemps ruisselées
des voutes.

Premiéres interventions

Une premicre phase, dite « d’urgence impérieuse », est immé-dia-
tement mise en place par I’administration du Ministere de la
Culture. Elle était conditionnée par plusieurs critéres : la sécurité
des personnels, des ceuvres et de 1’édifice. L’acces aux parties
dites a risques, essentiellement la nef et le cheeur, ont été stricte-
ment interdite aux personnels. Pour cette raison, des drones ter-
restres ont continués d’étre utilisés cette fois-ci pour 1’évacuation
des gravois.

Dés leur sortie de 1’édifice, les services de police scientifique
procédaient a des investigations en recherche des origines du si-
nistre, puis les services de 1’archéologie, le laboratoire des mo-
numents historiques, les triaient en fonction de leur nature, de
leur intérét scientifique et de leur éventuelle récupération. Les
vestiges sont actuellement encore entreposés dans des « barnum »
sur le parvis.

Les ceuvres d’art toujours en place, grands tableaux, vitraux,
ont pu étre déposées. Celles présentant un caractére d’immeuble

Photos © JF Lagneau

ont été protégées apres un traitement d’urgence (grand orgue,
chaire, stalles, ...) dans I’attente de leur remise en état.

La consolidation des parties accessibles des magonneries les
plus fragiles a été réalisée, un parapluie provisoire installé, des
étais posés sous les arcs-boutants. Des planchers ont ensuite été
posés sur et sous les voutes afin de pouvoir commencer de les
examiner sans risque et de sécuriser les intérieurs.

Cette premiére phase, en cours de finition, permettra enfin et
seulement de commencer la dépose de 1’échafaudage métallique
toujours en place au droit de la fléche. Cette dépose devrait étre
achevée au printemps 2020. Un parapluie définitif pourra alors
étre installé sur 1’édifice et le diagnostic véritablement commen-
cer permettant aux autorités de décider de la nature des travaux
a conduire.

Le temps des polémiques

Mais, passé le temps de 1’émotion patrimoniale mondiale qui
s’¢était immédiatement exprimée, arriva naturellement le temps
des polémiques : Recherche des responsables, décisions de res-
taurer trop rapidement 1’édifice, couts prévisibles des travaux,
soupgons sur 1’affluence des dons et sur la nature des donateurs,
possibilité d’une intervention contemporaine, loi d’exception.
Celle-ci était destinée a déroger partiellement aux régles de droit
et créait une structure administrative apte a répondre efficacement
a cette situation.

Alors que cette derniere loi, aprés quelques modifications
consensuelles, avait fini par étre votée en juillet, un événement a
perturbé grandement ce protocole: la crainte de la pollution en-
trainée par la dispersion du plomb sous toutes ses formes. Alors
que les risques, bien réels, de ce matériau sous forme native ou
de sa présence dans d’autres composants comme la peinture ou
la pollution urbaine, sont maintenant connus des spécialistes, ce
n’était pas encore le cas du grand public. Une véritable hystérie
médiatique s’est alors emparée du sujet a la suite de révélations
alarmantes d’associations. Il en est résulté une interruption des
travaux de pres de 2 mois.

Ensuite, des travaux de dépollution généralisés des abords au
sens large de la cathédrale et surtout une application inconsidérée
des précautions a prendre par tous les personnels travaillant sur
le chantier seront décrétés. Sans rentrer dans leur détail, on peut
estimer que le temps de travail sur le chantier est de fait réduit de
moitié, la nature des travaux ne permettant pas de mettre plus de
personnel.

Tel est I’état des lieux fin septembre 2019, la phase dite «d’ur-
gence impérieuse » ne semblant pas pouvoir se terminer avant
la mi-2020. La cathédrale fait également 1’objet d’un important
chantier scientifique associant de nombreux laboratoires de spé-
cialités diverses qui accompagneront les travaux et enrichiront la
connaissance de I’¢difice.

Précisons également que 1’origine du sinistre n’est toujours pas
connue.

JF Lagneau
ICOMOS France
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GEORGIA

Batumi Urban Heritage at Risk

The urban development of Batumi began in the second half of the
19th century. The city on the Black Sea coast of Georgia devel-
oped fast due to the increasing economic development processes
in the 1880s. “Porto Franco” operating in 1878—1885 had greatly
contributed to the capital accumulation in Batumi. The most con-
venient way for oil transport from Baku to the rest of the world

The main challenge of Historic Batumi’s preservation is how
to protect its homogeneous urban fabric formed during one short
historical period. The so-called rehabilitation/reconstruction ac-
tivity launched in Batumi in 2009 was based on a modernisation
of the cultural heritage, rather than on conservation principles for
historic buildings. Many listed buildings were altered and lost
their historic features. Some of them were demolished on pur-
pose. In some places, old buildings were replaced by multistorey,

Fig. 1: Former post office before the modernisation of 2009
(© Shota Gujabidze)

was via Batumi Port. The layout of the town was defined by the
setting and topographic features of Batumi cape. The settlement,
spread in the valley along the coast, was characterised by an un-
usual sense of place. The specificity and universal value of histor-
ic Batumi are defined by its homogeneous urban fabric, peculiar
landscape and coastal town identity.

From an artistic-stylistic point of view, the architecture of
Batumi features a variety and synthesis of styles — eclecticism
consisting of neo-classical, baroque, Renaissance or Gothic
motifs characteristic of the period. Later, these motifs were
replaced by motifs inspired by Romanticism, Modernism or
Constructivism.

Batumi’s urban pattern of the late 19th to the early 20th cen-
turies consisted of a regular street network, uninterrupted blocks
of buildings, cosy streets, moderate buildings on a human scale
with plain, modest facades, “closed” indoor courtyards, and di-
verse exotic greenery, which are characteristic only of Batumi.
Therefore, Batumi belongs to the list of historic towns, which are
rich in cultural heritage and exceptional settings. The creation of
this extremely expressive artistic-architectural image of the city is
due to the harmonic conformity of these two components.

Fig. 2: Former post office after the modernisation of 2009
(© Shota Gujabidze)

large-scale buildings inappropriate for this area. The moderate
and human scale of the historic town, the intimate environment of
the old quarters, the urban rhythm, stylistic simplicity, traditional
landscaping were sacrificed to the “renovation” of Batumi. The
historic context of old Batumi — the urban fabric created from
the late 19th to the early 20th centuries — which was the main
attraction of the old city, and the “spirit of the place” have been
greatly compromised.

The study and recognition of Batumi’s urban heritage have a
long tradition. The first Protection Zone for the historic district
of Batumi was designed in 1987 and expanded later. In 2007, in
accordance with the Law on Cultural Heritage, the Ministry of
Culture funded the elaboration of a “Historic-cultural Framework
Plan for Batumi Historic District”. The plan justifies further ex-
pansion of the Protection Zone borders and defines basic princi-
ples for the conservation of the historic district. 250 heritage sites
are recorded and listed in the cultural heritage list defined by law.
Despite this, processes have become unmanageable in the histor-
ic centre and the urban heritage of Batumi is at risk, which has
provoked protests in professional groups as well as in heritage
advocacy groups and among the local community.
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Fig.4: Former Hotel London before its demolition (© Shota Gujabidze)

One of the key problems is that values of historic Batumi are
not clearly shared by all stakeholders and interested parties. This
is confirmed by the inconsistent position of the local authorities
and the weak political will, when it comes to the management of
the historic centre and decision-making processes. An example:
In October 2018 the fact was revealed that the City Hall had arbi-
trarily removed part of Batumi’s historic harbour area, so-called
Batumi Riviera, from the Protection Zone. The construction of
five skyscrapers and of an artificial channel for the yacht club are
planned in this area. One of the main attributes of the authenticity
of Batumi as a coastal town is Batumi’s old town harbour. The

Fig. 5: Former Hotel London, demolition of a listed building
(© Shota Gujabidze)

Historic-cultural Framework Study attaches special importance
to this place for the preservation of old Batumi’s setting, its spa-
tial layout, its harmonious connection with the historic core of
Batumi, and for the integrity of the historic district. The study al-
so refers to the protection of the seaside panorama and concludes
that the construction of residential blocks in this area is unac-
ceptable. The proposed plan will eventually destroy the identity
of Batumi as a historic coastal town and will block the only re-
maining open space, which connects Batumi’s historic core with
the sea and the surrounding environment. This issue provokes
justified protests permanently held by the local community.
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Fig.6: Former Hotel London, imitating the reconstruction of a historic building (© Shota Gujabidze)

Fig. 7: Batumi historic harbour area, so-called Batumi Riviera (© Shota Gujabidze)
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Fig. 10: Rendering of the proposed plan for the Batumi Riviera by Silk Road Group Presentation, view of the coast (Courtesy: NGO “Batomi”)
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Fig. 11: Batumi historic district in the 1920s (Courtesy: Shota Gujabidze)

An analysis of the institutional structure showed that the
management system of the urban heritage of Batumi is based
only on procedural issues and it is completely deprived of
any meaning. This system focuses only on issuing permits in
Historic District Protection Zones, which works without pro-
fessional expertise. There is no management agency for Batumi
urban heritage that coordinates processes within the historic
district.

The conservation experts’ community and local heritage groups
demand:

References

Chichileishvili Maia. Urban landscape of Batumi in the XIX-XX
centuries, 111, 2013, pp.262-268.

Chichileishvili Maia. Some aspects of Old Batumi Reconstruction.
Batumi. Past and Present/Contemporaneity/ Modernity, IV,
2013, pp.334-342.

Chichileishvili Maia. Streets of Old Batumi (Davit Kldiashvili
street neighbourhood). Batumi. Past and Present/Contem-
poraneity/Modernity, VI, 2015, pp.307-316.

— Establishment of the relevant management system/plan for
Batumi historic district, which will ensure the application of
those important management tools that fortunately are already
available;

— Establishment of a management agency for urban heritage
within the Batumi urban management framework;

— Encouragement of the local population to commit themselves
and considering their position in the decision-making process;

— Cancellation of the project to build skyscrapers on Batumi
Riviera and to stop the demolition of Batumi historic district.

Dr. Nino Inaishvili
Shota Gudjabidze
NGO “Batomi”

ICOMOS Georgia

Historic-Cultural Framework Plan of Batumi. Insight of protec-
tion, rehabilitation and prospective development of historic
part of Batumi, Ministry of Culture and Sports of Georgia,
2007.

Tsintsabadze Nato. Analysis of challenges of Batumi Urban
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Davit Gareji Monasteries and Hermitage

The Davit Gareji Monasteries and Hermitage are among the
most important Georgian cultural, religious and natural heritage
landmarks. They were founded in the 6th century and are located
25 km from Tbilisi, on the lori Plateau in Eastern Georgia. The
site occupies a 100 km? semi-desert area and consists of 22 inde-
pendent rock-hewn monasteries and more than 5000 sanctuaries

Fig. 1: Lavra, 6th century, general view (© Marita Sakhltkhutsishvili)

and caves/cells, some of which extend to the present territory of
Azerbaijan. The combination of historic rock architecture, medi-
eval murals, prehistoric archaeology, rich paleontological fields
and bio-geographical features makes the site a masterpiece of
Georgian culture and an important part of Eastern Christian her-
itage. The monastery complex is registered as a Monument of
National Importance of Georgia and is included in UNESCO’s
World Heritage Tentative List. In 2018, it was listed among the
“7 Most Endangered” heritage sites of Europe within the pro-
gramme run by Europa Nostra in cooperation with the European
Investment Bank Institute as founding partner.

Each of the Davit Gareji monastic complexes consists of main
churches, sanctuaries, cells and refectories hewn into the rock on
several levels. There is a variation of rock church architecture to

be emphasised: along with single-nave chapels, there are cases of
imitated dome churches, such as cross-domes, drum-Iess, etc. The
complex also includes several built churches like “Lavra” and
“Udabno”. Many of the Gareji Monasteries are characterised by
a significant number of preserved mural paintings ranging from
the 8th to the 18th centuries. The site is also notable for its natural
environment. Situated in the only semi-desert area of Georgia, it
is distinguished by its biodiversity, eco-system and landscapes,
which makes the site also a significant natural landmark. The

Gareji Monasteries were an important cultural centre for centu-
ries. The earlier mural paintings testify that the development of
monastic painting in the 9th and 10th centuries was linked with
the emergence of a distinct school of painting in Gareji, which
founded one of the largest and most significant schools of medi-
eval Georgia. Its best examples are represented at “Bertubani”,
“Udabno”, “Didi Qvabebi”, “Dodos Rqa”, and others, depicting
the medieval iconographic schemes as well as the royal portraits
of King Tamar and Lasha Giorgi. Gareji is also interesting from
the archaeological point of view. Discovered stone and bone tools
and remains of early Bronze-Age settlements reveal additional
data regarding the development and geography of inhabited areas
in this territory. Therefore, the site has a great academic value for
researchers working in the fields of cultural studies, archaeology,
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Fig. 3: Sabeerebi Monastery, slope fagade with recent pillar collapse, situation in July 2019 (© Mikheil Elashvili)

anthropology, art and religious history, biodiversity, ecology, so-
ciology, etc. However, more in-depth studies and investigations
need to be conducted.

The main problem the Davit Gareji Monasteries are currently
facing is the instability of the physical condition due to the dis-
integration of the rocks, which causes irreversible deterioration.
The intense erosion badly affects the rock-hewn churches, with
some structures partially collapsed, which aggravates the process.

During the second half of 2018, two separate field surveys
were carried out in the Davit Gareji monastic complex area. The
monasteries Dodo, Lavra, Natlismcemeli and Sabereebi were
jointly investigated by an Italian-Georgian team: the UNESCO
Chair at Florence University (Italy), the Italian National Institute
for Environmental Protection and Research (Italy), and the
Prevention and Sustainable Management of Geo-hydrological
Hazards and Cultural Heritage and Environmental Studies Centre
of Ilia State University (Georgia).

For each, the following has been carried out: laser-scanning
topographic survey and drone-based digital photogrammetry

1
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Fig.4: Mravaltskaro Monastery, rock collapse (© Mikheil Elashvili)
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Fig.6: Sabereebi Monastery, 6th church, 9th century (© Marita Sakhltkhutsishvili)
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Fig.7: Dodorka Monastery, 13th century (© Marita Sakhltkhutsishvili)

with UAV (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle); structural and geo-me-
chanical surveys; infrared thermographic surveys and global ki-
nematic analysis; samplings for laboratory tests. The distribution,
typology and frequency of the potential instabilities have been
identified, and possible triggering and/or predisposing factors
have also been highlighted, both endogenous (e. g. lithology,
structural setting) and exogenous (e. g. water infiltration, ther-
moclastism, weathering), as well as the triggering factors (e. g.
heavy rainfall).

During the missions, different monasteries were surveyed in
order to collect additional parameters, verify and calibrate pre-
liminary stability models, define preliminary mitigation measures
and implement the monitoring system. IRT and global kinematics
surveys were carried out in all of the selected sites in order to
define landslide processes affecting the sites and potential factors
of damage (e. g. ledges-niches system, moisture sectors, erosional
patterns). As preliminary conclusion the following main predis-
posing factors were recognised:

— The Davit Gareji monastery complex area consists mainly
of soft sedimentary rock promoting instability processes and
weathering, especially under climate change conditions;

— Geo-structural setting, joint and stress release promote rock in-
stability processes in all the investigated monastery complexes;

— Rock sample collection and laboratory tests are underway; they
will define the main strength and deformation parameters use-
ful for future stability models;

— Geological and geomechanical models are useful tools to de-
fine landslide mechanisms and activities as well as the priority
of mitigation measures;

— A monitoring system is one of the main non-structural, sustain-
able and low-impact mitigation measures for the management
of the tourist use of the sites.'

The collapse of the rocky structure also results in the deteriora-
tion of the wall paintings, which are losing their foundation and
thus collapse: “In all the monasteries the mural paintings are in
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Fig.8: Dodorka Monastery, upper level of the church, 7th to 9th centuries
(© Marita Sakhltkhutsishvili)

a state of advanced deterioration. In general, the main problems
encountered affecting the mural paintings are:

— the collapse of some plasters that leaves visible the rock support
in areas that in some cases are wide (on the left Natlismtsemeli
and on the right Bertubani);

— the detachment of wide surfaces of the plasters from the rock
support with risk of collapse;

— the cancellation of the faces of the saints and the presence of
graffiti that in some cases, as in Bertubani and Sabereebi, cov-
er all the paintings without any respect for their artistic and
cultural values;

— the fading of the paints that in many cases are not easily read-
able anymore as in Udabno;

— the deteriorations of the colour of the pigments that in some
cases appear very different from how they were originally (sad-
ly some of these processes are not reversible);

— the presence of superficial deposits such as dirt, black smoke,
powders, salt concretions, etc.

In some cases, the eventual intervention is complicated by the
presence of two different layers of painting from two different
epochs that cannot be separated.

— the presence of cracks and the percolation of a solution of
water and mud. The main causes of deterioration for the mu-
ral paintings are strictly related to the context in which they
are inserted: the instability of the rocks, during time, leads
to cracks, collapses and water penetration and to the open-
ing of some spaces that used to be closed, thus exposing the
paintings to the sunlight and, in some cases, also to meteoric
precipitations.”?

Another important problem of the site is man-made destruction.
Since the Middle Ages the site was invaded numerous times and
ravaged by the invaders. However, the most recent substantial
damages were caused in the 1980s by the artillery range of the
Soviet Army, which contributed to the demolition of the rock,
thus speeding up the processes of destruction.
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Another human impact is non-regulated tourism. Presently,
with no tourist trails, signage, guidance or monitoring the site is
completely open to tourists who access the site independently and
create the high risk of inappropriate handling. It is obvious that
the monastery complex needs significant improvements to meet
the requirements of its tourist use.

And finally, the site is affected by a territorial problem: as
part of the Davit Gareji complex is situated on the territory of
Azerbaijan, that part is less accessible for the Georgian research-
ers. The complex measures for the safeguarding of the site will be
subject to inter-state negotiations.

Taking into account the scale, number of objects and exist-
ing threats of Davit Gareji Monasteries and Hermitage, the full
conservation and rehabilitation of the site is a long-term process,
which apart from studies and rehabilitation works includes con-
tinuous maintenance every day. The measures to be taken include
providing a full inventory and a multidisciplinary study of the
complex for clarifying the existing situation and outlining the
priorities. The next step should be the elaboration of conserva-
tion and master plans of the site. Considering the significance and
potential of the site, it should be included in different regional and
national documents such as the regional development plans of
the Sagarejo, Sighnaghi and Gardabani municipalities, in strategy
documents of the Ministries of Education, Science, Culture and
Sports; Regional Development and Infrastructure; as well as in
those of the National Agencies of Tourism and Recreation, and of
Protected Areas. The fundraising for the implementation of emer-
gency works and of the mentioned steps for the safeguarding of
the site has been started.

Mariam Dvalishvili
Georgian Arts and Culture Centre/Europa Nostra
Representation in Georgia

Khada Cultural Landscape at Risk

The Government of Georgia has initiated a Regional Development
Program (2018-2021) aiming to improve the country’s major
roads, including the modernisation of the Zhinvali-Larsi road that
crosses the Caucasus Mountains. It is to support transport and
transit of goods between Georgia and its neighbouring countries
and Russia.

The Zhinvali-Larsi road plan, developed by the Roads
Department of Georgia, consists of three stages. The first
“Kvesheti-Kobi Section” is the most difficult one and the imple-
mentation of its major part is planned in the in many ways excep-
tional Khada Valley. Thus, it is essential to study the impact of the
road plan on the cultural heritage in the area.

In July 2018, in response to a letter (No. 6049/01; 13.07.2018)
from Ms. Nino Tandilashvili, Deputy Minister of Environment
and Agriculture of Georgia, the National Agency for Cultural
Heritage Preservation of Georgia (No. 10/3026; 03.08.2018) un-
derlined that the Khada Valley is characterised by an abundance
of important cultural heritage sites. At this stage, these sites had
not been completely identified and studied. The letter also stated
that an environmental impact assessment had not been carried
out and the documentation on the archaeological assessment
of the territory, required by the Georgian Law on Cultural

Heritage (Article 14, paragraphs 3 and 4), had not been present-
ed to the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation
of Georgia.

In the framework of the project, a thorough assessment of the
impact on the cultural heritage in the Khada Valley — unique from
various perspectives — has not been undertaken to date. It should
be emphasised that the Khada Valley (Dusheti region) with its
early medieval defensive and ecclesiastical sites, and its high
concentration of epigraphic monuments plays a special role in
North Georgia’s cultural heritage. That clearly demonstrates the
actual importance of the Valley for the country’s past political
life. Furthermore, its largely untouched natural environment and
setting are of exceptional beauty.

Located near Tbilisi, the nine-kilometre-long Khada Valley
has a diversity of landscapes with scattered small villages and
remains with traditional housing patterns, as well as magnifi-
cent architectural monuments, such as Korogo Church (10thc.),
Tsetskhlisjvari Castle (9th—10thc.), Tukho Tower (9th—10thc.),
and more.

An outstanding example of the quality of the monuments in
the Khada Valley is the Korogo architectural complex, listed as
monument of national importance, which has a completely differ-
ent spatial arrangement of the interior. The interior and its relief
on the west facade’s cornice reflecting the construction process
indicate that Korogo occupies an important place in the Georgian
architectural heritage and has no analogy.

Furthermore, archaeological remains accidentally found in
the Valley confirm the continuous life of man here from the
Eneolithic period. An abundance of rock castles and castles with
embattlements, scattered single towers, churches, memorial sites
(Kaishauri Valley, old cemeteries), inscribed stones and high
crosses create the harmonious unity in this magical, pristine natu-
ral environment, while its cultural and historical value has not yet
been studied and evaluated.

It should also be noted that the architectural heritage sites —
churches, five-to-seven-metre-high towers, stone walls and other
structures (9th—10th, 18th and 19th centuries) — are in very poor
physical condition and require serious maintenance due to their
age and the dry construction of slate slab masonry. According
to the proposed project, one group of historic buildings is only
50 metres away from the planned construction zone, which will
cause significant losses.

This issue is briefly pointed out in the stakeholder engagement
plan submitted by the Georgian Roads Department to the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) in March
2019. It states that most of the material and cultural resources are
more than 100 metres from the proposed road. However, “Along
the project corridor there are cemeteries, churches, towers, war
monuments, religious crosses that are 50 meters away and con-
struction work may have some impact on them.”

According to the project, four tunnels (one of them on
Kaishauri plateau; nine-kilometre main tunnel beneath the moun-
tain in Tskere), six bridges, and in addition to the highway three
secondary roads are to be constructed. Technical facility buildings
will be located at the south entrance of the tunnel (within Khada
territory), which will include storage facilities, a pumping station
and a ventilation room. Appropriate landfills will be arranged for
materials collected as a result of the tunnel and earthworks.

The risk is very high for the small valley and its unique cultural
heritage sites situated along the project corridor within 50 metres
of the roads, as there is no special inventory and no recording and
study of the sites. This raises serious suspicion towards the project.
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Fig. 1: Korogo complex, 10th century (© Natalia Chitishvili)

Fig.2: Khada Valley, general view (© Natalia Chitishvili)
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Fig.5: Khada Valley, general view (© The National Trust of Georgia)

From the recent practice of implementing large-scale proj-
ects in Georgia, the case of the construction of the BP (British
Petroleum) pipeline in accordance with the Georgian Law on
Cultural Heritage (Article 14, paragraphs 3 and 4) should be
mentioned. Two years (2003—-2004) before the construction of the
BP pipeline and later throughout the whole construction period,
monuments above and below ground were studied and monitored
along the pipeline in a two-kilometre-wide corridor. This hap-
pened in less sensitive areas than the Khada Valley.

Considering the above-mentioned, without any special studies
it is clear that the road project Kvesheti-Kobi Section will create
an alarming situation for the Khada Historic Valley character-
ized by the abundance and integrity of undoubtedly remarkable
monuments of archaeology, nature, history and architecture. On
this territory with its high cultural and tourist potential, the im-
plementation of the road project will seriously damage the nat-
ural environment, cultural heritage, and local communities, and
in the future will lead to an irreversible misuse of the resources

Fig.6: Road plan: screenshot from the Road Department’s own video
of the proposed new road (© The National Trust of Georgia)

necessary for a sustainable economic development of the Val-
ley.

The proposed plan provoked a number of protests from different
professional organisations and advocacy groups concerned with
issues regarding Khada Valley: Society for Nature Conservation
(SABUKO), Green Alternative, Public Art Platform, Georgian
Incoming Tour Operators Association, Georgian Young Lawyers’
Association, Human Rights Education and Monitoring Center
(EMC), Georgian National Committee of the Blue Shield, George
Chubinashvili National Research Centre for Georgian Art History
and Heritage Preservation, ICOMOS Georgia, and the National
Trust of Georgia. These organisations are considering possible
alternatives to the present road construction project. For exam-
ple, the National Trust of Georgia has reviewed the plan and pre-
sented two alternative route options for the transportation road.
Detailed information is accessible at the following link: http://
www.nationaltrustofgeorgia.org.ge/landscape/. The severity of
the issue imposes a responsibility on all of us to protect and save
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Fig. 7: Kalaketi Tower (© Natalia Chitishvili) Fig. 9: Villages in Khada Valley: Korogo and Tskere (© Shalva Lezhava)

the Khada Valley and makes it urgent to find an alternative de-
cision to the “Kvesheti-Kobi section of Zhinvali-Larsi Road “,
which is putting the exceptional Khada Valley and its priceless
landscapes and cultural heritage at risk.

Dr. Manana Suramelashvili
Member of ICOMOS Georgia Board

Footnotes

! C. Margottini, D. Spizzichino, G. Gigli, W. Frodella, M. Elash-
vili, S. Alberti, A. Valagussa, G. Crosta, Instability process-
es affecting the rupestrian monastery complex area of Davit
Gareji (Georgia), Paper at the International Conference “Davit
Gareji — Multidisciplinary Study and Development Strategy”,
April 18-20, 2019, Tbilisi, Georgia.

2 Technical report on the rehabilitation of the Davit Gareji
Monasteries and Hermitage in Georgia, published by Europa
Nostra, 2019, pp.39-42; link: https://www.europanostra.org/
wp-content/uploads/2019/04/7ME-2019-Georgia-DavitGareji-
Monasteries-Report.pdf. Fig. 10: Tskere complex (© Shalva Lezhava)
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The Temple Synagogue in Hamburg’s
Neustadt

The remains of the former synagogue of the liberal “New Israelite
Temple Association” in Hamburg, threatened with decay, are of
international importance as an architectural and contemporary
document of Jewish history and must be preserved — also in view
of the current debate about the reconstruction of the synagogue
on Bornplatz — and be put to good use. The ruin was included
in the “Top 19 Watchlist” of the most threatened Jewish relics
in Europe by the Foundation for Jewish Heritage (London).
Hamburg’s Neustadt — an expansion of the city from the begin-
ning of the 17th century — became the residential area for citizens
of other religious communities and thus the home of many Jews.
In the course of the Enlightenment, religious ties also loosened
within the Jewish community, so that liberal aspirations became
increasingly important there. On December 11, 1817, 65 Jews
from Hamburg founded the “New Israelite Temple Association”,
whose statutes aimed at reforming religious life and increasing
social integration. The temple association’s prayer book was the
first Jewish reform liturgy. The return to “Eretz Israel” in the
promised land and the re-erection of the temple in Jerusalem were
less important thematically. The texts were bilingual (Hebrew
and German), the organ was played in the service. Religious
services initially took place in rented rooms in Alter Steinweg,
which soon became too small, whereupon a property was ac-
quired in Poolstrasse on which the new synagogue was to be built.
The foundation stone for the new temple was laid on October
18, 1842. There had been a delay in the building prepara-
tions because after the Great Fire in early May 1842, which
destroyed large parts of Hamburg’s city centre but not the
Neustadt, temporarily homeless citizens had to be accommo-
dated in buildings that were already scheduled for demoli-
tion. The plans for the temple came from the architect Johann
Hinrich Klees-Wiilbern (1800—1845), who at the same time cre-
ated the German-Israelite hospital in St.Pauli on behalf of the
banker Salomon Heine. Klees-Wiilbern was a renowned archi-
tect who also belonged to the “Technical Commission” which
developed the plans for the reconstruction after the Great Fire.
The temple itself was carried out in a generously sized courtyard
and was shielded from the street by four multi-storey houses. It
was accessible via a passage in Poolstrasse 12-13, with house num-
bers 11 and 14 also belonging to the complex. The free-standing
synagogue building had a grand western front, which was flanked
by two slender towers. A tiered arcade arched a large round win-
dow and the entrance portal, which men and women were allowed
to use together. The tablets of law were placed on the top of the
gable. The shape of the round window was based on the Star of
David. The facades had Moorish ornaments and neo-classical and
neo-Gothic elements. The interior had three naves with two side
galleries on a rectangular floor plan. The organ was placed on the
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Fig. 2: Former west facade in the courtyard

west gallery, where there was also space for a choir. The reading
desk and the pulpit were arranged centrally in the prayer room. The
pews, arranged in two blocks, were reserved for 380 men, while
up to 260 women were to sit in the galleries. The inauguration



Fig. 3: Remains of the synagogue’s apse

took place on September 5, 1844 after two years of construction.
At the end of the 19th century, many Jews settled in the new urban
expansion areas around the Aussenalster in today’s quarters of
Grindel, Rotherbaum and Harvestehude. The main orthodox syn-
agogue at Bornplatz (today: Joseph-Carlebach-Platz) was inaugu-
rated in 1906; it was set on fire in 1938 and demolished in 1939.
Recently, the regional rabbi started a discussion about rebuilding
or reconstructing the orthodox synagogue. This also drew atten-
tion to the history of the temple synagogue and its decay that had
been criticised for some time.

In 1930/31 the temple association on Oberstrasse had a new
religious building erected in a modern architectural language.
This building replaced the temple synagogue in Poolstrasse,
which was initially used as a store, but then had to be sold in
1937. The synagogue in Oberstrasse was forcibly profaned in the
“Third Reich” and passed into the possession of the city in 1941.
In 1950 the building was converted into the broadcasting hall
of the Norddeutscher Rundfunk (North German Radio). While
the exterior architecture of the building on Oberstrasse has been
preserved and, as an important example of Hamburg’s building
culture, was a major contribution to the Bauhaus year 2019, the
temple synagogue in Neustadt was largely destroyed by bombing
in 1944. Remains of the western porch, surrounding walls and the
eastern part of the building with the now visible apse niche have

been preserved. The ruins are used for instance by a car repair
shop and a gallery, but are subject to severe deterioration. In 2003,
Hamburg’s monument authority listed the remains of the building
together with the well-preserved buildings on the street front at
Poolstrasse 11-14. They were also designed by Johann Hinrich
Klees-Wiilbern, have neo-classical facade elements and accom-
modated preachers and employees of the temple association.
Together with the remains of the temple synagogue, they represent
not only an important testimony of Jewish life, but the nucleus of
international liberal Judaism, as the monument protection office
emphasised in the justification for the listing. The current owner
is planning a new building on the property. He received a security
order from the monument authority at the end of November 2019.
The ruinous state of the remains of the temple has attracted at-
tention and concern among the liberal Jewish communities in
Great Britain and the United States. In 2017, the 200th anniver-
sary of the “New Israelite Temple Association” was celebrated in
Hamburg with guests from all over the world. Only since 2004
Hamburg has had a “Liberal Jewish Community Hamburg” once
again. It wants a public meeting place and place of commemora-
tion to be created in Poolstrasse.

Jorg Schilling
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Great Frustration in the Bauhaus Year

The number of events celebrating the 100th anniversary of
the founding of the Bauhaus in 2019 was probably thousands
throughout Germany alone. Even if not everything is Bauhaus
that is cuboid and without ornament: the opportunity was very
welcome to recall the variety and range of modernity in the early
20th century. The number of buildings from this period that were
demolished in Germany in 2019 is — fortunately — significantly
lower. The Deutschlandhaus in Hamburg (although it was later
greatly altered) is one example: it gave way to a new building by
Hadi Teherani that is based on the historic model and certainly
has its qualities. In Bad Neuenahr, however, the spa buildings
from 1937 will give way to a green meadow. What has happened?

Taking a cure in Bad Neuenahr

The great period of the health resorts was the 19th century. In
Bad Ems, Baden-Baden, Wiesbaden, Karlsbad, Spa, and many
other famous places in Europe the noble, the middle-class and
the cultural elites took a cure, drank and bathed. This bathing
culture is a genuine European “shared heritage”, for which the
World Heritage title is also being sought. Around the healing
waters — whether one drank them or bathed in them — a lively
social life developed, which found its architectural expression
in spa houses, spa hotels, pump rooms, colonnades and other
historicist ensembles that still characterise many health resorts
today and represent an important asset in terms of value and
identification.

The famous Apollinaris Fountain, discovered by a winegrower,
was drilled in 1852 in the village of Wadenheim. Four years later
the healing springs were developed and in 1858 the first spa was
opened which was allowed to bear the name ‘“Neuenahr” with
the permission of the Prussian government. The community of
Neuenahr was formed in 1875 by merging Wadenheim with two
other villages. In the last quarter of the 19th century it experi-
enced its first heyday. The Ahr valley railway, opened in 1880,
ensured an influx of spa guests, and the infrastructure was further

expanded. Within a few years around 1900, the facilities that still
shape the townscape today were built, including the thermal bath
house (1899-1901), the spa hotel and the spa house (1903-05).
Especially the latter building, today a casino, represents the splen-
dour of this health resort at that time. Its neo-baroque style shows
high design standards and draws on castle architecture. The ther-
mal bath house is also richly decorated in the neo-classical style.
In historicism, many things were possible at the same time.

The attractive landscape and the spa gardens planned by Peter
Joseph Lenné offered opportunities for recreation in the fresh air.
In addition, guesthouses and hotels, as well as upscale apartment
buildings and villas, were erected. Unfortunately, especially ma-
ny hotel buildings have fallen victim to a renewal of substance.
The town is currently enjoying an unbroken influx of pensioners,
and therefore accordingly equipped apartments or “residences”
are often on offer. However, their design quality leaves a lot to be
desired, but that is another story.

Late development project

The state recognition of the healing character of the Neuenahr
springs came surprisingly late, only in 1927, and since then the
community has been allowed to call itself “Bad Neuenahr”. A
unique building project, which had few parallels at its time, was
part of this development. In 1927, the Kur AG announced the
competition for a new spa complex. The spa gardens were also to
be redesigned, and a new pump room was to be built in the cen-
tre. The old cast-iron pump room was demolished and even the
course of the Oberstralle was changed. This was done to combine
the relevant facilities into one unit. The competition was well re-
ceived throughout Germany. The jury was made up of important
representatives of the German architectural avant-garde of the
1920s — for instance, Ernst May, who two years earlier, as a city
planning officer, had proclaimed the “New Frankfurt”.

The winner of the competition was Hermann Weiser, who, in
his time, was a well-known architect. As a master student of Peter
Behrens, co-founder of the Deutscher Werkbund, Weiser was in-
fluenced by the debates of the time on contemporary architecture.
Weiser originally planned a complex that art and travel guides
today would undoubtedly call “influenced by the Bauhaus”.
He dispensed with traditional stylistic devices and chose cubic
forms, large glass surfaces and flat roofs. No “Bauhaus”, but still
in the spirit of the Neues Bauen. Construction was delayed until
the 1930s, began in 1933 and was only completed in 1937. Now
the buildings were strikingly more traditional: The division with
cornices and pillars is more of an abstract neo-classicism, even
close to Behrens’ ideas from the 1910s. But this makes the rela-
tionship to the adjacent neo-classical thermal bath house all the
more interesting!

Time layers provide information

The complex has been preserved in this form until today; a café
wing was added in the 1970s. The Great Pump Room was giv-
en a graphic ceiling design of suspended concrete elements. The
frames and partitions of the large glass surfaces, providing a view
of the spa gardens, were replaced. In this process, the profiles nat-
urally became wider. But regardless of such typical contemporary
changes, much of the spirit of the Neue Sachlichkeit is still evi-
dent in the buildings today. The complex is as important as a few
contemporary German ensembles, including Bad Mergentheim
and Bad Elster. Although many spas were (partially) modernised



Fig. 1: Bad Neuenahr, spa park and spa buildings (photo Michael Lentz, 2019)

in the 1920s and 1930s, such extensive new buildings as in Bad
Neuenahr remained exceptional. Once again in the second half of
the 20th century, numerous spa facilities with a functional charac-
ter were built. For its time, however, Bad Neuenahr can claim to
be special, even unique in quality and scope. The rotating concert
shell, which can be directed inwards as well as outwards — to-
wards the open-air concert — is a detail of rare charm.

Bad Neuenahr thus is particularly interesting as here one can
trace the development of bathing culture from the 19th century
to the present: from the garden design of Lenné to the beton brut
additions of the recent past, for whose evaluation we are still too
close.

Demolishing and building new

However, the town of Bad Neuenahr-Ahrweiler does not wish
to subscribe to this complex cultural heritage; on the contrary, it
wants to have something new. Full of empathy one may have a
certain understanding for this attitude. It is clear that taking the
cures (in modern terms: wellness) today follows different proce-
dures than in the 19th century or in the 1930s. Even the 1970s
are no longer a model for people’s demands today. Other ser-
vices are expected today and the expectations, also of new target
groups, are high. However, to make such modernisations of ex-
isting buildings possible is precisely the core idea of monument
conservation. It does not want to preserve and use buildings like a
museum, but rather in a life-related and new way. In this respect,
monument conservation is always prepared to make changes and
allow appropriate further developments. And if nothing really
works anymore, a high-quality redesign is also possible.
However, there has been a fierce debate for years if nothing is
possible with the existing buildings. The town, which took over

the facilities from the Kur AG a few years ago, understandably
argues that there is a need for modernisation. Conservation is al-
legedly not possible for technical reasons. The basic attitude of
the town which is not prepared to commission an expert opinion
explicitly on the redevelopment options remains the crucial point.
On the contrary, the existing building was only examined for its
unfitness to be preserved, which gives the conflict its unpleasant
taste. Honi soit qui mal y pense of the fact that the new build-
ing would also increase the size of the accompanying buildings,
which could be rented out as upscale apartments, offices and
shops. With this knowledge, the town’s asserted wistfulness about
the loss of heritage is difficult to distinguish from false tears.

Years ago, the state monument authorities nolens volens ap-
proved the demolition, unfortunately a partial victory for the town
which thus further legitimised the decision to dispense with an
expert renovation report. It is hoped that the decision was made
in Mainz due to insufficient information. This could have been
remedied.

The demolition seemed to fit into the town’s plan all too well,
because at the state horticultural show planned for 2022, Bad
Neuenahr wanted to present itself with a new building. Why was
it never considered what added value a well-restored Bauhaus
ensemble — let’s call it that for advertising reasons — would have
had? These are questions that were asked, for example, by the
local citizens’ initiative “Lebenswerte Stadt” committed to the
preservation and renovation of the spa facilities.

“Where there is danger, saving measures will