SWEDEN - SUEDE

The Venice Chaxrter:

its importance and imnlementation in Swed
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:The essays on restoration published by the architect and art historian
=5igurd Curman (1879-1966) after years of study abroad, e.g. in Venice
sin- 1904, were a seminal influence on Swedish cultural heritage
=management. The essay entitled «Restaureringsprinciper» (1306),-
which is virtually a manifesto, betrays powerful influence from
Camillo Boito. In addition to valuable experience of conservation and
gstoration, Curman brought home the new Italian methods of
-uncovering and conserving frescoes and mosaics and, if, necessary
m'ansferrmg them to canvas.

=Curman made use of his studies of Italian conservation techniques in -
Strangnés Cathedral in 1909 in a project which, of great importance
=to Swedish cultural heritage management, can be said to have estab-

=lished a school. Curman’s dictum, «The supreme objective .of the .
management of our cultural heritage must be, while maintaining

scientific principles, to try to merge into a superior entity the preser-.

vation of historic art with the best artistic aspirations of the new -
Fiage», became during his tenure as Director General of the Central
= Board for National Antiquities, between 1923 and 1946, a guiding’
pr1nc1p1e for the Board’s handling of conservatlon and Testoration
issues. It remains so today. '

Ever since the beginning of the 20th century, then, Sweden can be
said to have had a tradition of conservation and restoration firmly
rooted in the Italian approach. This is what makes the Venice
Charter of 1964 a natural sequel. For the purposes of conservation
policy in Sweden, the Charter became, more than anything else a
confirmation of principles observed for decades past.

The defintion in Article 1 of the Charter: «The concept of an historic
monument embraces not only the smgle architectural work but also
the urban or rural setting in which is found the evidence of a particu-
== |ar civilisation, a significant development or an historic events, was -
vitally significant to Swedish conditions. This wider view of the
management of the architectural heritage as including not only
large, artistically significant works but also more modest works from - -
the past which with the passing of time had acquired cultural -
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importance, has led in Sweden to the adoption of an objective based
e 1 e, maneral conservation of older buildings and their
131 PEINCLPAE Wi vathe giodasd &8 & .
surroundings.

Urrellt Tenewal naa entailed. 1ne overriding 10ea was that 1t should

.be possible to conserve features of interest and at the same time

remedy deficiencies.

="The importance of the Venice Charter in the education and research
of recent decades in Swedish building conservation is instanced by

schemes for the careful conversion of dwelling hnuses. Rriefly, the con-

cept of careful conversion and alteration, established at the beginning
-2 ofithe 1980s, implied: ‘

o~

ino the 1960s in connection with the managemen]*; of the S‘w:ed.isl"
]c:)tﬁzuril heritage, research was conducted inte tradl'tlonal bl.!ﬂdm‘dm
materials and their interaction with moc_lern materials. As a basmj
principle it was asserted that all materlals.must be amena}ble‘.t_l
maintenance. The importance was also undexl'h'ned of not carrying oul ]
repairs with a material stronger than the or1g1na} one. This is pa}x;tm
ularly important where, for example, rendermg is concerned. Thes
recommendations accorded fully with the Venice Ch_arter, but th
were realized in the light of current problems of heritage consery,

tion.

Preserving the character of buildings, both by preserving things '

till in working order and by selecting and positioning supplemen-
= tary interiors in harmony with the old ones; :

U sing the natural opportunities which a buiiding provides for func-
ional efficiency and a good standard of comfort; o

‘Making necessary functional alterations in such a way as to
zpreserve the original period character;

At the «Urban Renewal — Conservation» confefflnce é}? l\éoxlfemkt)e
titute of Technology, where the aeiegate: ey s . : L L
fjgi (g;dt}%?r §;ZL?BE¥ES g:ssh(i) of Rome glyjniversity, the Venic acilitating maintenance and continuing activity;

Charter was distributed in Swedish translation. This confereﬂfc:e_,,Letting the residents choose between the alternative uses ik
attended by some thousand delegates, proved to be of the utmos :

older housing generally offers.
importance to Gothenburg itself, because 1t lg'ed city officials and ppl :
ticians to reconsider; from a preservation v1ewp011}t, several of ﬂ}
area development plans pending at the time. Ceschi also lectu‘re%d in;
a Stockholm shuddering under a culminating wave of de'mohtmns
There as well, his message of preservation and' r_estoratlon of the{
historic city centre contributed to the change of opinion that led to the:
veconsideration of urban renewal of the 1970s.

e Venice Charter, even if there are differences in wording The
harter speaks of the conservation and restoration of historic monu-
ents, whereas careful conversion refers to ordinary housing. Conver-
on as a concept indicates certain architectural principles for care

however, puts much stronger emphasis on the usefulness of the build- -

ion i i in the 1970s and the ng. - o B

gﬂﬂffgﬁﬁ; ii‘ulazgg%illrfn;tg&?g: Zgggﬁche greater part of th'_1 5 jpec_:ial{%lletﬁ have been col%‘ected concerning the importance of the
a(;;c—lérdrawing up guidelines for building conservation in gener_ﬁ_- enice Charter in training for
These guidelines revealed the influence both of. the 1964 Vemr_-:
Charter and the 1975 Amsterdam document. T_h1s develqpment in:
favour of preservation and maintenance, emanating essentially fmil}
a reaction against the post-war method of urban renewal by demoli
tion and new construction, also included research and developmen
work on urban renewal, conversion and restoration. The work was—
carried out at the schools of architecture, mainly from the end of th
1960s, at the Chalmers Institute of Technolqu, the College of F_}n
Arts and the Royal Institute of 'Iéchnology_m Sfcockholm. Workin
approaches and projects differed, but the basic att1tude. was thg san;1
rooted as it was in a reaction against the destruction which t

ning for management of the architectural and
ultural heritage. As a rule, information is supplied about the
‘Charter which, for the most part, is also included in course literature.
The Chalmers Institute of Technology and Gothenburg University
have pride of place in this respect because, in 1966, they introduced
xtramural courses in alteration and restoratien which were
ttended by architects, art historians and engineers. The courses

rincluded study visits to Rome, where useful contacts were established |
ith Italian expertise. : '

‘The Chalmers Institute of Technology and its affiliated Centre for the
uilt Environment in the West of Sweden continuously offer conver- . ..
ion and restoration courses for architects and graduate engineers, as
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‘This manifesto bears unmistakable resemblance to several articles of -

nd renewal, rooted in Articles 9-13 of the Charter. The care concept, - n




well as labour market courses for structural engineers and supervi
sory personnel. During {hese courses, the Venice Charter, which 1isz
required reading, is dealt with in lectures and seminars. The impo
tant basic principles of the Charter also permeate many of the pracs
tice tasks and projects undertaken on the courses, such as taking intoz
account all the periods of building history when planning change
integrating replacements for lost parts of buildings with the overallEE=
structure while still making them distinguishable, using both earliergzes
and more recent techniques for alterations and restoration, and
including maintenance in one’s planning. The basic approach and
principles of the Venice Charter are successfully implemented .in
instruction on the planning of alterations and restoration, which' is:
the nature of development work.

summary

:In Sweden, unlike in several oth i

In . er member countries, the Venic
_Cl}llgrﬁer has not served officially as a direct object of reference frrlm(i
‘which chapter and verse have been quoted in controversial situations

e iy g L
L0 SUppPOr

P L i
d 1 Qecisions to preserve and restore historic buildings
zHowever, the Charter, which to a great extent contz;ibr::l;c\i’e:suall\;ga?i :
ncorporated in Swedish law when it was adopted, has been an im 013'i
“tant background to the provision in the 1982 Planning and Buﬂc%)in
Act_ for the needs and interests of architectural and conservatioxgi
-management. The Charter has also made its influence felt in the
-spate of norms and directions generated by International Conserva-
ion Year in 1975. An example is the general directions issued in 1981

The Institute of Conservation of Gothenburg University observe or the conservation of historic buildings.

that the Charter has become an established international canon 0
conservation and that it is virtually required reading for advanceds
study programmes in most countries. This makes it of the utmostEEE
importance that knowledge of the Charter’s existence and applicabil #55%
ity be conveyed in all studies at post-secondary level, and also in a&E

constructive and critical perspective.

‘The Venice Charter forms the back ici ' -
: ground for the official processi

: f architectural a}nd cultural heritage questions. Its univerI;al prir:l:(:f:-r '

les of conservation and restoration are applied by expert advisers at

the planning and supervision st '
: ; ages and are
simplementation process. # mandatary for the

25 The general applicability of i ' ot |
v of the Venice Charter has been questioned

“in.some quarters. Amendments and additions have alsoqbeen pro- B
o'se’d, but the proposgls have yet to result in any additions to the
riginal document or in a completely new document.

:On the strength of developments in Swedish buildir : o
t is recommended that ICOMOS wedis .ulldlng conservat.mn,.

All students at the Institute of Conservation are informed of thes
Venice Charter already during their basic courses, and also of other
important documents and basic texts relating to the theory and co
cepts of conservation. In their own scientific studies, project work an
thesis preparation, the students are expected to relate the measures
they propose to current practice and international documents whic
for example, means assessing conservation measures with referenc

to the Charter.

Labour Market Board employment training activities in Stockholns;
between 1973 and 1986 included alteration and restoration courses
for unemployed architects and structural engineers. On these inter:
disciplinary courses, attended by large numbers of immigrants fro

ten or more countries, the Venice Charter was a valuable commorn
source of inspiration. '

— ’icfke aclizon to secure priority status for environmental questions in
S Wor R

= stress that building conservation.and restération 0 -
- _ nser should wherever
poss;ble employ traditional materials and methods, and dis-.
seminate knowledge of these .

< =__discuss how the concepts of i i =
= : pts of preservation planning and careful con-
version can be added to the Venice Charter. 88 ween

"The Swedish National Committee of ICOMOS
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Résumé

Fon Sudde, contrairement a ce qui s'est passé dans d’autres pays men:’
bres, la Charte de Venise n'a pas servi officiellement de référenc
directe pour appuyer la sauvegarde ou 1a restanration d’édifices his

riques dans des situations polémiques.

En effet 1a Charte contient dans une large mesure des idées déja pré

sentes dans 1a 1égislation suédoise lorsquelle fut adoptée en 1964. En2g

revanche elle a fourni un point de repére déontologique important;
lors de 'élaboration des nouvelles lois sur I'urbanisme et la construcs
tion en 1982. Elle permit &y défendre les exigences et les valeurs i
la préservation du patrimoine architectural. -

La Charte a également exercé son influence sur les mesures de pro
tection prises en Suede a 1a suite de 'année internationale de la Con:
servation en 1975, notamment en ce qui concerne les directives géné
rales de 1981 pour la conservation des batiments historiques.

La Charte de Venise fournit le cadre référentiel 2 la gestion admirii
trative du patrimoine architectural et culturel, Ses principes univer
sels sont appliqués par des consultants experts aux niveaux de la pla
nification et des autorisations de construire et sont obligatoires da

les projets de conservation-restauration.
Certains milieux ont remis en question la valeur d’application de 1
Charte de Venise. Des amendements et des adjonctions ont été prop
sées sans que leur forme ait &t6 décidée: ajouts au texte originel o
document nouveau.

Sur la base de Pexpérience suédoise en matiere de conservation archi:
tecturale, le Comité national suédois recommande que PICOMOS

[

— gefforce de faire traiter prioritairement des questions relatives

Venvironnement des monuments historiques;
— insiste pour que les travaux de restauration utilisent, chaque fol
que cela est posible, des méthodes et des matériaux traditionnels:

et que les techniques de leur mise en ceuvre soient diffusées aupré
des professions spécialisées;
_ discute de la possibilité d’ajouter 3 1a Charte de Venise le conceptizz
de planification de la sauvegarde et de la réhabilitation douce.
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