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01  INTRODUCTION         
 

The ICOMOS Malaysia New Village Working Group (NVWG) aims to study the potential 
of showcasing selected New Villages (NVs) as National Heritage as well as candidates 
for UNESCO world heritage listing. NVWG will also act as a central Data Bank collecting 
research works and archive materials relating to New Villages in Malaya. In this regard, 
various aspects were scrutinized: 

1. New Villages and Planning  
2. New Villages and Security 
3. New Villages and Management 
4. New Villages and Religion  
5. New Villages and the economy 
6. New Villages and Education 
7. New Villages and Social aspects 
8. New Villages and Missionaries 
9. New Villages and Food 
10. New Villages and Culture 

 
1.1 Summary 

 
This publication will be our second annual report recording this endeavor. A total of 
3 symposiums as well as visits to NVs were organised between 16 May 2022 to 15 
May 2023 for position-sharing and research outcomes.  

 
Both top down and bottom up approaches were adopted concurrently in scrutinising 
its potential. The top down approach carried out was to collaborate with relevant local 
councils, with involvement of state/ national heritage department for organising 
symposium and visit to the selected NVs. Three (3) symposiums under heading “The 
Second Glace – New Vision for New Village” with visits to selected New Villages were 
held. These include symposium and visit at Berapit NV in Penang, Jenjarom NV in 
Selangor and Chaah NV in Johor.  
 
Community Participatory approach was adopted to formulate Cultural Mapping for 
the selected NVs. This includes formation local focus group, collection of oral history, 
old photos, old documents, newspaper were carried out, and then presenting and 
sharing the outcome with the relevant local council, state and national heritage 
department.  
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Three (3) galleries display about history and life within the NV were launched. These 
galleries initiated by local communities and NGOs with support from the local 
councils. Gallery at Papan NV in Perak, Gallery at Jenjarom NV and Gallery at 
Pandamaran NV in Selangor.  

 
NVWG collaborates with experts (members of NVWG) from local universities such as 
University of Malaya, New Era University College, and Taylor’s University, UCSI 
University and University Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia for events and research works. 
The potential collaboration on research works with University of Nottingham and 
University of Liverpool in the UK also in the pipeline.  
 
Scholars on from University of Hong Kong, University of Chicago, and Southeast 
University China also contacted NVWG for their research works, and when possible 
participating in activities organized by NVWG, such as visit to the NVs and meeting 
with the local at the NVs. 
 
Apart from this publication, member of NVWG will present two (2) research papers 
on NVs in upcoming ICOMOS Triennial General Assembly 2023 in Sydney from 1-10 
September 2023. Additionally, member of NVWG also contributed a chapter in book 
titled “Kedah: A History in Drawings” launched in May 2023 by Taylor’s University. 
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Figure 1-1 
Opening Ceremony of the 1st Symposium titled “Listing of New Villages in Malaysia as UNESCO WHS: 
The Second Glance – New Vision for New Village” held on 12 August 2022 at Ixora Hotel Penang.   
A 3-day event: 
Day 1: Opening Ceremony 
Day 2: Symposium (11 papers) in 3 sessions from 9:00am to 10:00pm 
Day 3: Visit to Berapit NV, Bukit Mertajam, Penang  
            Discussion session amongst members of NVWG, JWN & PJW 
 
Besides presentation by JWN and UNESCO expert, a total of seven (7) New Villages were presented 
by members of NVWG in this Symposium whereby representative from respective local councils also 
invited and joined the 3 days event for comments and feedbacks.  
 
En Rosli bin Hj Nor  initiated the Symposium and visit. The symposium fully supported by Pesuruhjaya 
Warisan Negeri, Pejabat Pesuruhjaya Warisan Negeri Pulau Pinang,Jabatan Pelancongan, Seni Dan 
Warrisan, Majlis Bandaraya Seberang Perai and  PETACE (Penang State Exco for Tourism 
Development, Arts Culture and Heritage.  
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Figure 1-2 
Visit to Berapit New Village at Bukit Mertajam, Penang on 14 August 2023. Ar Alan Teh lead the visit 
programme together with YB DUN Berapit, local representatives and communities 
 

 
Figure 1-3 
Discussion session amongst members of NVWG, JWN & PJW after the 1st Symposium on ways to 
move forward towards listing of NVs in Malaysia as National and potential for UNESCO listing. 
Members joining the discussion session are Ar Dr Goh AI Tee (Chair, NVWG), Dato’ Ir Fong Tian Yong 
(Advisor, NVWG), Dr Francis Loh Kok Wah (Advisor, NVWG), Rosli Hj Nor (Penang Heritage 
Commissioner), Lim Gaik Siang, Assoc Prof Teoh Chee Keong, Dr Ling Tek Soon, Mr Chin Soon Kead, 
Dr Tan Chin Ling, Ar Steven Thang Boon Ann.  
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Figure 1-4 
2nd Symposium under the same title “Listing of New Villages in Malaysia as UNESCO WHS: The Second 
Glance – New Vision for New Village” held on 12 & 13 November 2022 A 2 days event jointly organised 
between NVWG, PJW and local council (Majlis Perbandaran Kuala Langat). TPr. Afzal Hj Azhari (leader) 
together with Selangor Local Community Host Association leading the Cultural Mapping with community. 
Above photo taken at Balairaya Taman Yayasan Jenjarom, adjacent to Sg Jarom NV on 12 November 
2023.  
Professor Dr Jeremy Taylor from University of Nottingham UK, Director of COTCA also joint the 2 days 
event with intention to discuss on potential collaboration with ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG 
 

 
Figure 1-5 
2nd Symposium under the same title “Listing of New Villages in Malaysia as UNESCO WHS: The Second 
Glance – New Vision for New Village” held on 12&13 November 2022  
Day 2 – Symposium at Komplex Sukan Majlis Perbandaran Kuala Langat. TPr Afhar presented the Cultural 
Mapping of Sg Jarom NV, and Professor Dr Jeremy Taylor on ‘Colonial photography of resettlement and 
the New Villages in Malaya. The symposium ended with discussion with local council on way moving 
forward. New Era University College prepared and presented in poster format the research outcome of 
the Sg. Jarom NV 



ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 2 (15 JUNE 2023) 

NVWG/2/01-6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Figure 1-6 
Visit to Chapel of St Paul The Hermit on 25 February 2023, built in 1935 by French when Socfins 
developed Palm Oil Plantation at Johor Labis Estate. One of the potential tourist spot when visit Chaah 
NV.  

 
Figure 1-6 
3rd Symposium under the same title “Listing of New Villages in Malaysia as UNESCO WHS: The Second 
Glance – New Vision for New Village” held on 25 February 2023 at Chaah NV One day event visit cum 
Symposium jointly organised between NVWG, PJW, Persatuan Warisan Budaya Chaah Segamat Johor,  
and New Era University College. Support by ADUN Bekok Johor, Pejabat Daerah Segamat, Majlis 
Daerah Labis, Pejabat Daerah dan Tanah Kecil Labis, and Yayasan Warisan Johor.  
Mohd Syahrin bin Abdullah (JWN), Ar Tiong Kian Boon (President ICOMOS Malaysia), Dr Tai Kim Teng 
(former Executive Director of OMF Malaysia), Tan Kian Fatt (PhD candidate New Era University College) 
and communities leaders (Malay, Chinese and Indian) as well as associations’ leaders from Chaah NV 
presented the history of their communities. 
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Figure 1-8 
One day event at Papan Community Hall, Papan NV on 24 September 2023. Talk by Jacky Chew titled 
‘Papan: Moving towards a community of heritage tourism” followed by guided tour “Papan Heritage 
Works Observation Tour” by Jacky Chew and Leong Wai Fen. Activities also include demo of ‘Dai Work 
Fan’ cooking and Tin Mine’s lunch.  
The event fully support by YB Sivakumar (MP of Batu Gajah. Participants include members of ICOMOS 
Malaysia, Heritage Teluk Intan, HTI, PHS, ILAM, KUTAI, UiTM Perak Branch, PAM, PADAT, NVT Architect.  
 

  
Figure 1-7 
Visit to another potential tourist spot, Malay House located at Kampung Melayu within The Chaah NV. 
Dr Masadliahani bte Masduki lead the visit to a Malay House within the Chaah NV. Dr Indera Syahrul 
Mat Radzuan and Professor Ts Dr Seow Ta Wee from Universiti Tun Hussien Onn Malaysia joint the 
visit and meet with house owner Encik Daud bin Ibrahim. 
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Figure 1-9 
Opening of Papan Heritage Gallery on 24 September 2023 
 

 

   
Figure 1-10 
Opening of Jenjarom Heritage Gallery (Gan Mansion) on 14 November 2023. The Gan Mansion also 
host exhibition of UCSI School of Architecture and Built Environment’s master students design 
project on 20 January 2023 
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1.2 Members of ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG 
 

The NVWG started with 7 members from ICOMOS Malaysia and 8 invited experts on 
April 2021, and expanded to 32 members in total on April 2023: 

 
Members of ICOMOS Malaysia: 
Ar. Dr. Goh Ai Tee (Chair, ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG) 
Ar. Tiong Kian Boon (Advisor ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG, President ICOMOS Malaysia) 
Dato’ Ir Fong Tian Yong (Advisor ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG) 
Rosli Hj Nor (Leader, National and UNESCO Listing) 
Faisal Abdul Rahman (Vice President ICOMOS Malaysia) 
TPr. Afzal Hj Azhari (Board Member, ICOMOS Malaysia) 
Ar. Ahmad Najib Ariffin (Board Member, ICOMOS Malaysia) 
Dr Indera Syahrul Mat Radzuan (Board Member, ICOMOS Malaysia) 
Dr Tan Chin Ling (Board Member, ICOMOS Malaysia) 
Ar Steven Thang Boon Ann 
Dr Gwynn Jenkins 
Dr. Nik Mastura Nik Muhammad  
Kenneth Wong See Huat 
Lim Gaik Siang 
Assoc Prof Dr Keith Tan Kay Hin 
Assoc Prof Teoh Chee Keong 
Assoc Prof Dr Lew Bon Hoi 
Dr Ong Siew Kian 
Dr Masadliahani Masduki 
Norazwani bte Azmi (Student) 

 
Invited Experts: 
Dr Francis Loh Kok Wah (Advisor ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG) 
Prof Dr Lee Kam Hing (Advisor ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG) 
Dr Tan Chee Beng (Advisor ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG) 
Dr Tan Teng Phee 
Dr Wu Ming Chu 
Dr Ling Tek Soon 
Ar. Anthony Too Kar Kiat 
Ar. Lee Sze Ee 
Ar. Alan Teh Yee Neng 
Chin Soong Keat 
Ong Kah Biew 
Dr Tai Kim Teng 
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Please visit our website (https://newvillageworkingg.wixsite.com/website-2) for 
more information and updates. If you would like to contribute to the research we are 
working on, please do not hesitate to contact us via email at 
newvillageworkinggroup@gmail.com.    

 
Funding is a vital component of our work, and is especially important for organizing 
events that encourage the participation of researchers/ students/ school children and 
the wider public. Hence, do let us know if you like to sponsor any activities and 
programmes under ICOMOS Malaysia New Village Working Group.    
 
 

 

 

 
Figure 1-11 
Photos of 32 members of NVWG  
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02  SHARING SESSION: SYMPOSIUMS / WORKSHOPS  
 

2.1 SYMPOSIUM #1: “Second Glance: New Vision for New Village – Pencalonan Kampung 
Baru Di Malaysia Sebagai Tapak Warisan Dunia UNESCO” was held on 12, 13, 14 
August 2022. En Rosli bin Hj Nor initiated the Symposium and visit. The symposium 
fully supported by Pesuruhjaya Warisan Negeri, Pejabat Pesuruhjaya Warisan Negeri 
Pulau Pinang,Jabatan Pelancongan, Seni Dan Warrisan, Majlis Bandaraya Seberang 
Perai and  PETACE (Penang State Exco for Tourism Development, Arts Culture and 
Heritage.  

 
The presenters include representative from JWN and UNESCO expert, researchers for 
the 7 NVs. The Symposium was divided in the 3 sessions and moderated by, Dato’ Ir 
Fong Tian Yong and Ar Tiong Kian Boon respectively. For a fruitful discussion, local 
councils for the 7 NVs that to be presented during the symposium were invited and 
joined through the 3 days event. The session looking into the background of 
Malaysian NVs and the possibility of having them listed as our National Heritage, and 
possibility as candidates for UNESCO world heritage listing  
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Day 1: Opening Ceremony 
Day 2: Symposium (11 papers) in 3 sessions from 9:00am to 10:00pm 

Session 1: Moderator: Dr Francis Loh Kok Wah 
1 Proses Pencalonan Tapak Warisan Dunia UNESCO  

by Mohd Syahrin bin Abdullah, Jabatan Warisan Negara 
2 Serial Nomination for World Heritage Sites 

Ar. Laurence Loh, ICOMOS Malaysia and UNESCO Expert 
3 Overview Kampung Baru (New Village) di Malaysia 

by Dato’ Ir Fong Tian Yong 
4 Research on New Villages as the Representative of Malayan Historic New 

Villages 
by Ar Dr. Goh Ai Tee 

Session 2: Moderator - Dato’ Ir Fong Tian Yong 
1 Nomination Site of Papan New Village, Perak 

by Ooi Kah Biew and Jacky Chew 
2 Nomination Site of Rasah New Village, Negeri Sembilan 

by Chin Soong Kead 
3 Nomination Site of Cha’ah New Village, Johor 

by Ar. Dr Goh Ai Tee 
4 Nomination Site of Pandamaran New Village, Selangor 

by Dr Ling Tek Soon 
Session 3: Moderator – Ar Tiong Kian Boon 
1 Nomination Site of Macap New Village, Melaka 

by Dr Lew Bon Hoi 
2 Nomination Site of Berapit New Village, Pulau Pinang 

by Ar Alan Teh Yee Neng 
3 Nomination site of Jenjarom New Village, Selangor 

by TPr Afzal Haji Azhari and Assoc Prof Teoh Chee Kiong 
 

Day 3: Visit to Berapit NV, Bukit Mertajam, Penang  
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Figure 2-1 
Flyer of Symposium  #1  
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2.1.1 “Proses Pencalonan Tapak Warisan Dunia UNESCO” by Mohd Syahrin bin Abdullah, 
Jabatan Warisan Negara 
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2.1.2 “Serial Nomination for World Heritage Sites” by Ar. Laurence Loh, ICOMOS Malaysia 

and UNESCO Expert 
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2.1.3 “Overview Kampung Baru (New Village) di Malaysia” by Dato’ Ir Fong Tian Yong 
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2.1.4 “Research on New Villages as the Representative of Malayan Historic New Villages” 

by Ar Dr. Goh Ai Tee 
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2.1.5 “Nomination Site of Papan New Village, Perak”,  
by Jacky Chew Seng Leong and Ooi Kah Biew  
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2.1.6 “Nomination Site of Rasah New Village, Negeri Sembilan” by Chin Soong Kead 
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2.1.7 “Nomination Site of Cha’ah New Village, Johor” by Ar. Dr Goh Ai Tee 
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2.1.8 “Nomination Site of Pandamaran New Village, Selangor” by Dr Ling Tek Soon 
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2.1.9 “Nomination Site of Macap New Village, Melaka” by Dr Lew Bon Hoi 
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2.1.10 “Nomination Site of Berapit New Village, Pulau Pinang” by Ar Alan Teh Yee Neng 
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2.1.11 “Nomination site of Jenjarom New Village, Selangor”, by TPr Afzal Haji Azhari and 
Assoc Prof Teoh Chee Kiong 
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2.2 SYMPOSIUM #2: “Second Glance: New Vision for New Village – Pencalonan Kampung 
Baru Di Malaysia Sebagai Tapak Warisan Dunia UNESCO” was held on 12, 13 
November 2022 at Sg Jarom NV. A 2 days event jointly organised between NVWG, PJW 
and local council (Majlis Perbandaran Kuala Langat). TPr. Afzal Hj Azhari (leader) 
together with Selangor Local Community Host Association leading the Cultural 
Mapping with community. Above photo taken at Balairaya Taman Yayasan Jenjarom, 
adjacent to Sg Jarom NV on 12 November 2023.  
Professor Dr Jeremy Taylor from University of Nottingham UK, Director of COTCA also 
joint the 2 days event with intention to discuss on potential collaboration with 
ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG.  

 
Day1: 12 November 2022, Saturday 
Venue: Balairaya Taman Yayasan Jenjarom 
8:00 Registration 
8:30 Briefing to participants and form into groups for visit and Cultural Mapping  
9:30 Breakfast 
10:00 Presentation of the Sg Jarom NV Cultural Mapping  
12:30 Lunch 
14:30 Continue visit and Cultural Mapping 
16:00 Tea break 
16:30 End 
Day 2: 13 November 2022, Sunday 
Venue: Dewan Kompleks Sukan MPKL, Banting 
8:00 Meet at morning market at Jenjaram 
8:30 Breakfast 
9:00 Visit to Sg Jarom NV - local temple, Lorong 1A, Lorong 1 
10:30 Depart to Dewan Kompleks Sukan MPKL, Banting  
11:00 Registration  
 Introduction and presentation of Sketch Cultural Mapping 
 Presentation 1 

“Cultural Mapping of New Village of Sg Jarom. Tracing the Past. Inking the 
Values” by TPr Afzal Azhari, ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG 

 Presentation 2 
“Colonial Photography of resettlement and the New Villages in Malaya” by 
Prof Dr Jeremy Taylor, University of Nottingham, UK 

 Discussion on way moving forward  
Collaboration between MPKL and future visit and workshop to Tanjung 
Sepat NV.  

13:00 Lunch 
14:00 End 
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Figure 2-2 
Flyer of Symposium  #2 
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2.2.1 “Cultural Mapping of New Village of Sg Jarom. Tracing the Past. Inking The Values.” By 
TPr Afzal Azhari 
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2.2.2 “Colonial Photography of resettlement and the New Villages in Malaya” by Prof Dr 
Jeremy Taylor, University of Nottingham, UK 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 2 (15 JUNE 2023) 

NVWG/2/02-147 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 2 (15 JUNE 2023) 

NVWG/2/02-148 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 2 (15 JUNE 2023) 

NVWG/2/02-149 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  



ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 2 (15 JUNE 2023) 

NVWG/2/02-150 
 

2.2.3 Poster Presentation “Jenjarom New Village” by New Era University College 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2-3 
Poster presentation during Symposium  #2 Jenjarom New Village - Introduction 
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Figure 2-4 
Poster presentation during Symposium  #2 Jenjarom New Village – Kindship Based Association 
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Figure 2-5 
Poster presentation during Symposium  #2 Jenjarom New Village - Temples 
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Figure 2-6 
Poster presentation during Symposium  #2 Jenjarom New Village - Economy 
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2.3 SYMPOSIUM #3: “Second Glance: New Vision for New Village – Pencalonan Kampung 
Baru Di Malaysia Sebagai Tapak Warisan Dunia UNESCO” was held on 25 February 
2023 at Cha’ah NV. It is a one day event - visit cum Symposium jointly organised 
between NVWG, PJW, Persatuan Warisan Budaya Chaah Segamat Johor,  and New Era 
University College. Support by ADUN Bekok Johor, Pejabat Daerah Segamat, Majlis 
Daerah Labis, Pejabat Daerah dan Tanah Kecil Labis, and Yayasan Warisan Johor.  

 
Date: 25 February 2023, Saturday 
Venue: JPKK Kampung Baru Cha’ah, Segamat, Johor 
8:00 Registration and Breakfast 
8:30 Briefing to participants  
9.00 Visit to Chaah NV and its surrounding 
11:00 Mohd Syahrin bin Abdullah, Jabatan Warisan Negara, “Proses Pencalonan 

Tapak Warisan Dunia UNESCO” 
11.30 Ar Tiong Kian Boon, President ICOMOS Malaysia, “Pencalonan Kampung baru 

Di Malaysia Sebagai tapak ewarisan Dunia UNESCO” 
12.00 Dr. Tai Kim Teng, former Executive Director of OMF Malaysia, “‘New Villages and 

Missionaries’ (OMF in Malaya 1952-1982)” 
12.30 Tan Kian Fatt, PhD candidate, New Era University College, “Resettlement : 

Mapping of shops from Old Cha’ah to Cha’ah NV” 
12.45 Dr. Masadliahani bt Masduki, Persatuan Warisan Budaya Chaah Segamat Johor, 

“‘Chaah New Village: Kg Jawa, Kg Melayu and the Surrounding’ 
13.00 Manogaran a/l Ramachandram, Persatuan Warisan Budaya Chaah Segamat 

Johor, “‘Indian Settlement in Chaah’ 
13.15 Presentation by Local Communities  

Chin Cen Woon , “Latar Belakang: Persatuan Hakka Chaah (三合港客家公会)” 
Sum Swee Tuck , “Latar Belakang: Persatuan Kwangsi Chaah (三合港广西会馆)” 
Ng Seng Tong , “Latar Belakang: Persatuan Hokkien Chaah (三合港福建会馆)” 
Wong San Hong , “Latar Belakang: Persatuan Hainan Chaah (三合港海南会馆)” 
Chew Chong Ming , “Latar Belakang: SJK© CHAAH (三合华小 )” 
Tan Xun Kiat , “Latar Belakang: Persatuan Penganut Agama Buddha Poh Toh 
Chaah (三合港盂兰)” 
Tan Xun Kiat , “Latar Belakang: Chaah food mapping & Youth Group 
Association Planning” 

14:00 Lunch break 
15.30 Cultural Presentation by ‘Persatuan Seni Silat Chemande Harimau’ at Kg Jawa, 

Chaah 
17:00 End 
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2.3.1 “Pencalonan Kampung Baru Di Malaysia Sebagai tapak Warisan Dunia UNESCO”  

 
Figure 2-7 
Flyer of Symposium  #3 
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by Ar Tiong Kian Boon 
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2.3.2 “Chaah New Village: Kg Jawa, Kg Melayu & The Surroundings”  
by Dr Masadliahani Masduki 
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2.3.3 “Indian Settlement in Cha’ah”  
by Manogaran a/l Ramachandram 
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2.3.4 “Resettlement: mapping of Shops from Old Cha’ah to Cha’ah NV”  

by Tan Kian Fatt 
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2.3.5 “New Villages and Missioneries (OMF in Malaya 1952-1982)””  
by Dr Tai Kin Teng 
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2.3.6 Poster Presentation, “Mapping of shops from Old Cha’ah to Cha’ah NV”  
by Tan Kian Fatt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2-8 
Mapping of Shops from Old Cha’ah to Cha’ah NV 
(Jalan Dato Onn and Jalan Sim Kim Chong) 
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Figure 2-9 
Mapping of Shops from Old Cha’ah to Cha’ah NV 
(Jalan Foh Oi and Jalan Yunus) 
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Figure 2-10 
Mapping of Shops from Old Cha’ah to Cha’ah NV 
(Jalan Tun Dr Ismail) 
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Figure 2-11 
Mapping of Shops from Old Cha’ah to Cha’ah NV 
(Jalan Tun Razak) 
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03 ACTIVITIES 
  

3.1 Berapit New Village (Program under Symposium #1)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

        
Figure 3.1.1:  
Preliminary Visit to Five (5) New Villages (Berapit, Machang Bubok, Permatang Tinggi, Sungai Lembu 
and Juru) around the Bukit Mertajam on 25 June 2022. The visit lead by Ar Alan Tey Yee Neng, and 
members join the visit were Rosli Hj Nor and Ar Dr Goh Ai Tee. Besides visiting the NVs, 
opportunities for visit houses and un-structure face to face interview with the owners of these 
houses during the visit to their house were conducted. These include also visit to local small-scale 
industries developed within these NVs. Subsequent to the visit and discussion with relevant local 
council, Berapit NV selected as the site for visit during Symposium #1. 
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Figure 3.1.2:  
Symposium #1 and photos of the visit to Berapit New Village on 10-12 August 2023 
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Figure 3.1.3:  
Symposium #1 - Berapit New Village layout plan  (Prepared by Ar Alan Tey Yee Neng) 
 
 

 

  
Figure 3.1.4:  
Symposium #1 - Berapit New Village visit to religious places, small scale industry at home, intangible 
heritage – making of Hungry Ghost Festival effigy 
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3.1.2 News of the Events 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

  
Figure 3.1.4:  
News released on Symposium #1 
 
13 August 2022 – GuanMin Daily 
13 August 2022 – Kwongwah 
19 August 2022 – Oriental daily  
19 August 2022 – Sin Chew Daily 
22 August 2022 – Sin Chew Daily 
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3.2 Visit to Pandamaran New Village (Opening of Gallery) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

   
Figure 3.2.1:  
Rumah Papan, launch of Pandamaran NV Exhibition. Dato Ir Fong Tian Yong and Ar Dr Goh Ai Tee visited 
the exhibition and subsequently invite Dr Ling Teck Soon to join ICOMOS Malaysia New Village Working 
Group. Thanks to Dr Ling Teck Soon and Mr Chow for receiving us at the exhibition on 25 June 2022 
although with short notice.  
(Source: Photos by Ar Dr Goh Ai Tee) 
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3.3 Visit to Papan New Village (Opening of Gallery) 
 
 

  

  

 

    
Figure 3.3.1:  
Workshop at Papan Community Hall and focus group discussion on the potential on Papan New 
Village. 1 day event on 24 September 2022, together with opening of the Gallery of history of Papan 
New Village. NGOs participated in the event include ICOMOS Malaysia, PAM, Institute of Landscape 
Architect, The Centre for Knowledge & Understanding of tropical Architecture & interior (KUTAI), UiTM 
Perak Branch, Perbadanan Adat Melayu & Warisan Negeri Selangor (PADAT) , NVT Architect 
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Figure 3.3.2: 
Opening of Gallery for Papan New Village History on 24 September 2022 
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3.4 Jenjarom New Village (Program under Symposium #2) 
 
3.4.1 Visit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Figure 3.4.1:  
Meeting with local council - Majlis Perbandaran Kuala Langat (MPKL) on 3 November 2023 of the proposal 
for hosting symposium #2 at Jenjarom New Village. TPr Afzal Hj Ashari be representing ICOMOS Malaysia 
NVWG as liaising person between Rosli Hj Nor and MPKL 
 
    

 

      
Figure 3.4.2:  
ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG Symposium # 2 on 13 November 2023 
Presentation by TPr Afzar Hj Ashari (Cultural Mapping of Jenjarom NV) 
Presentation by Prof Dr Jeremy Taylors (Colonial Photography of resettlement and the New Villages in 
Malaya) 
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Figure 3.4.3:  
Jenjarom New Village (2 days cultural mapping and symposium #2 (12-13 November 2022). The cultural 
mapping by Selangor Local Community Host Association 
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3.4.2 Opening of Gallery at Jenjarom NV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.4.3 News of Events 
 
 

 
  

   

 

  
Figure 3.4.4:  
Opening of Jenjarom New Village Gallery on 14 Jan 2023 
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3.4.2 News of Events 
 
 
  

      

  
 
Figure 3.4.5:  
News released on Symposium #2 
30 December 2022 – SinChew 
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3.5 Visit to Cha’ah New Village (Program under Symposium #3) 
 
3.5.1 Visit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 3.5.1: Cha’ah New Village – Visit Route 
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3.5.2 News of Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 
Figure 3.5.2:  
News released on Symposium #2 
30 December 2022 – SinChew 
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3.6 Sekinchan New Village: Meeting, Visit and Presentation 
  

3.6.1 Meeting  
The preliminary meeting was arranged by our member Dr Wu Ming Chu on 6 
January 2023 (Figure 3.6.1).  The aim of the meeting is to understand the 
direction of NVWG, and if NVWG to consider having Sekinchan NVs as one of 
the examples for NVs in Malaya for promotion on National Heritage listing as 
potential for UNESCO Heritage Listing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.6.2 Visit  
The first visit to Sekinchan NV (Site A, Site B and Site C) was held on 29 
January 2023, with aim to meet the local communities as well as understand 
the site. During the visit, we managed to interview local at Sekinchan NV Site 
C, visit one of the good example of house at Sekinchan NV Site A.  
 
From the visit together with discussion with researcher (Eric Lee), we can 
categorised Sekinchan NV Site A, Site B and Site C under NVs built around 
the town. Sekinchan NV Site A slightly further apart from the Sekinchan 
Town, thus slightly more facilities were planned within the NV. The major 
different was there were already economic aspect within the site due to the 
rice field project, the villagers were relocated to these 3 camps (later be NVs) 
and still work within the previously planned rice field project.  

 
Figure 3.6.1: Preliminary Meeting on 6 January 2023 
Front: ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG (Dr Wu Ming Chu, Ar Tiong Kian Boon, Ar Dr Goh Ai Tee) 
Back:  Sekinchan New Village (Eric Lee Lih Perng, Gan Chin Siong, Gan Kian Yong ) 
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Figure 3.6.2: Visit to Sekinchan NV on 29 January 2023. ICOMOS Malaysia NVWG (Dr Wu 
Ming Chu, Dato Ir Fong Tian Yong, Ar Dr Goh Ai Tee) joint the visit. Eric Lee Lih Perng, Gan 
Kian Yong ) and YB Ng Suee Lim joint the discussion  
 
 

   
Figure 3.6.3:  
Sekinchan NV Site A (Source: Goh, Ai Tee) 
 

   
Figure 3.6.4:  
Sekinchan NV Site B  (Source: Goh, Ai Tee) 
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3.6.3 News 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Figure 3.6.5:  
Sekinchan NV Site C  (Source: Goh, Ai Tee) 

 
 
 

  

 
Figure 3.6.6:  
ICOMOS Malaysia vist Sekinchan NV  discuss Listing of New Village 
 
 
 



ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 2  (15 JUNE 2023) 

NVWG/2/03-17 
 

3.6.4 Presentation – History of Sekinchan New Village (Site A, Site B, Site C) 
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3.7 Abstract Submission for GA2023 
 
3.7.1 The Deposition of Cultural Heritage in The Malayan New Villages 
 By Ar Dr Goh Ai Tee, ICOMOS Malaysia New Village Working Group 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
Figure 3.7.1: Abstract - The Deposition of Cultural Heritage in The Malayan New Villages 
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3.7.2 Town Planning in New Villages in Malaya: Chaah New Village, Johor 
 By Ar Dr Goh Ai Tee, ICOMOS Malaysia New Village Working Group 

 
 

 
 
Figure 3.7.2: Abstract  - Town Planning in New Villages in Malaya: Chaah New Village, Johor 
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Chapter 4.1 

“From resettlement to the route of reshaping new village” 

Chin Soong Kead 

 

There used to be a Chinese Resettlement Area in Negeri Sembilan that existed prior to the 
Chinese New Village. This historical first resettlement scheme was established before the 
emergence of Rasah New Village in that difficult era of Chinese settlers, who faced 
repatriation to China by the British colonial government.  
 
This first Freedom Resettlement Area was established when the British colonial government 
declared an emergency in response to the communist uprising. The first relocation for 
Freedom Village was made possible with the approval of W.A. Gordon Hall, British Resident 
of Negeri Sembilan and the Menteri Besar of Negeri Sembilan, Abdul Malik who was in favor 
of the resettlement programme.  

 

 

Newspaper reports at that time pointed out that these re-settlers were supposed to 
be repatriated to mainland China, but fortunately, political figures and leaders of 
the Chinese community, including MCA leaders Chen Shiying, Zhang Kunqing and 
Xu Lianjin, sought the government’s help to relocate thousands of Chinese re-
settlers who had lost their homes. The re-settlers, who were rescued from being 

 
Figure 4.1.1  
NS Resettlement Area (Freedom New Village) 
(Source: Chinese Heritage Museum of Negeri Sembilan) 

 
Figure 4.1.2  
Flood at the 1st site  
(Source: Chinese Heritage Museum of Negeri 
Sembilan) 
 



ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 2 (15 JUNE 2023) 

NVWG/2/04-2 
 

repatriated to mainland China, eventually settled temporarily in the Freedom New 
Village Resettlement Area. 

One of the factors which contributed to the successful effort of compelling the British 
colonial government to draft another New Village Plan was the fear of loss of labor in the 
agricultural and small manufacturing sectors due to the tough measures of the British army 
dealing with the re-settlers in the marginal areas. 

My study of the change from resettlement to New Village status reflected a well thought out 
solution of relocation that cut off support for the Communist uprising while at the same 
time preserving the residents' opportunity of a better life in this "new" land.  

The birth of new villages in the country can be seen as an impetus to future urban 
development, as the new villages grew and became townships that were self-sufficient. We 
can say that the difficulties have moulded their progress.  

 
Figure 4.1.3 
Inspection of Site for Resettlement 
(Source: Malaysia National Achieve) 

 
Figure 4.1.4 
Rasah Resettlement Area 
(Source: Malaysia National Achieve) 
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The idea of new village originally created as part of the Briggs Plan, first implemented in 
1950 to isolate guerillas from their supporters within the rural civilian population during 
the Malayan Emergency.  

These new villages were surrounded by barbed wire and watchtowers to keep people from 
escaping, with guards ordered to kill anyone attempting to escape outside curfew hours. It 
is conceivable that the living conditions and basic amenities faced by the early Chinese new 
villages were in an awkward position. 

However, the Freedom New Village which demonstrates the evolution of the formation of 
the new village, made the British colonial government realize that the strong measures 
used to drive the settlers out of the forest edge in the early days, the repatriation of tens of 
thousands of residents of Chinese descendants who have been changed from settler status 
to refugee status, based on the conditions at that time, is hard to be implemented.  

The plan aimed to defeat guerrilla forces, by cutting them from their sources of support, 
especially among the rural population. To this end, a massive program of forced 
resettlement of rural workers was undertaken, under which about 500,000 people (roughly 
10% of Malaya's population) were eventually transferred from their homes into guarded 
camps termed "New village”. 

Briggs plan, which launched the new village plan to combat Malayan Communist activity is a 
strategic move, and it also includes a plan to build self-sufficient new villages and towns for 
residents. Even reports have claimed that eventually Rasah New Village was the first 
Chinese new village in the country under the state of emergency.  

The study shows that the plan from resettlement to new village reflects the policy of the 
relocation of the settlers and also a drastic change from a more forceful way of sending 
back Chinese settlers to China. This humanitarian way of township design of new villages 
meet the future needs and development of villages. The Rasah new village is a typical case 
study to reflect the reshaping and even to a certain extent the new born of new villages, 
which later become part of the urban development. The study also shows that there was a 
Chinese resettlement area in Negeri Sembilan which existed before the Chinese new 
villages. This historical resettlement area was established before the 1st new village in 
Negeri Sembilan, called Rasah New Village. The difficult era of Chinese settlers at that time 
began. 
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The Freedom Village is  not only one of the earliest Chinese new villages established in the 
country, but also the earliest resettlement scheme implemented by the British colonial 
government. So, in Negeri Sembilan, the first such settlement was at the 3rd mile Seremban-
Rasah Road. During the period of emergency under the British colonial government rule, 
the settlers of Ulu Temiang and Sikamat Seremban faced repatriation to China on suspicion 
of assisting and cooperating with the Communists operating in the Malaysian jungles.  

According to a newspaper clip from the Straits Time archives, the Cantonese pronunciation 
of "chee yeou san chuen" was used to refer to the resettlement area; The word "新村" is 
now used in Malaysian Mandarin, but the most commonly used terminology in English 
documents  is "resettlement area" or "new village";  this indicates that the Chinese term "新
村" appears earlier than the English term “new village”. 

The name of the earliest resettlement area discussed in this article was never finalized. All 
the while, the name “Mahua New Village” was used (note: the New Village Primary School 
has retained the name “Mahua Primary School” to this day), and the final name that is used 
until today is the local name,  “Rasah New Village”. 

In response to an appeal against the repatriation displacement was the establishment of 
the resettlement areas at the site as mentioned above. They were known as "Freedom 
Villages", and were probably the first in the country. Its original site underwent a major 
flood in 1951 and the village was finally relocated to higher ground, which remains at the 
present site until today.  

W.A Gordon Hall, the British Resident of Negri Sembilan and Menteri Besar Abdul Malek 
saw the benefits and potential of the humanitarian  programme in providing land and basic 
amenities for the new area.  The resettlement programme has helped many residents to 
stay and became citizens of the nation in   years ahead. Initially, in the Freedom new village, 
the conditions in the hasty made-shift settlement was far from ideal for dwelling. Long 
houses were built for the residents, but the living conditions were very unsatisfactory. Also, 
in the initial delineation of the location of the new village, the layout of the village 
was specially designed according to the symbolic Chinese culture of the “Ba Gua” (Eight 
Trigrams) which signified good fengshui for the future of the settlement. 

However, after field surveys and oral history, it seemed that the smaller hill on which the 
school was located was surrounded by a Ba Gua shaped-housing, and the gourd-shaped 
terrain provided a Geomancy explanation of the connection to and continuance of the 
initial Freedom Resettlement Village school established on Mambau Road. 



ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 2 (15 JUNE 2023) 

NVWG/2/04-5 
 

Although documents or evidence are not available to prove that the Ba Gua Fengshui 
pattern was used to plan the Ba Gua shape around the Mahua Primary School, we cannot 
rule out the fact that the contractors who built the houses back then privately presented 
the building model based on the Ba Gua shape  to symbolize  the Chinese culture.  

 
Figure 4.1.5 
Google map of Rasah New Village SRJK(C)Ma 
Hwa Rasah 
(Source: Chinese Heritage Museum of Negeri 
Sembilan) 
 

 
Figure 4.1.6 
Photo of Rasah New Village  
(Source: Chinese Heritage Museum of Negeri Sembilan) 
 

 
Figure 4.1.7 
Plan of Rasah New Village 
(Source: Chinese Heritage Museum of Negeri Sembilan) 
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Most importantly, this has allowed a large number of Chinese residents to stay and 
gradually become citizens of the nation in the coming year. In the present day, the Rasah 
new village is one of the well-known new villages in the country. It comprises basic 
amenities such as a primary school, commercial area, and a multi-purpose hall that was 
built by the Old Boy Association of the village’s Mahua Chinese school. The occupancy rate 
for the new village is nearly 95%.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 
Figure 4.1.8 
Photo of Persatuan Bekas Pelajar Ma Hwa 
Seremban 
(Source: Chinese Heritage Museum of 
Negeri Sembilan) 
 

 
Figure 4.1.9 
Rasah New Village SRJK(C)Ma Hwa Rasah 
(Source: Chinese Heritage Museum of Negeri Sembilan) 
 

 
Figure 4.1.10 
Completion of Freedom New Village 
Chinese School 
(Source: Chinese Heritage Museum of 
Negeri Sembilan) 
 
 

 
Figure 4.1.11 
Completion of Freedom New Village 
Chinese School 
(Source: Chinese Heritage Museum of 
Negeri Sembilan) 
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Chapter 4.2 

“New Villages and Missionaries” 

Dr Tai Kim Teng 

Traditionally, there are 3 dimensions to the Emergency and New Villages narrative; namely 
from British writers, Communist writers and New Villages writers. However, a fourth 
dimension will be presented today from the lens of the missionaries (Figure 4.2.1).  

 
My research with Oxford Centre for Mission Studies in 2022, followed by the publication of 
the book, entitled “New Villages and Missionaries” demonstrated that hundreds of Christian 
missionaries came and stayed in the New Villages to provide free medical, educational and 
social welfare services over 30 years from 1952-1982. There were all Westerners who came 
voluntarily, without any salary and did not seek any recognition or remuneration (Figure 
4.2.2) 
 

 
Figure 4.2.1 
3 Dimensions of Emergency 
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The narrative started with the Japanese occupation of Malaya from 1942-1945 when the 
Communist guerillas, which were supported by British soldiers and weapons formed the 
Malayan People’s Anti-Japanese Army (MPAJA) to oppose the Japanese. After Japanese 
surrender, the Malayan Communist Party wanted to form a “Malayan people’s government” 
and therefore fought against the returning British government though labour, trade and 
student unions. (Figure 4.2.3)  

 
The population of Malaya in 1947 was around 5 million, formed by the 3 major races: 2.4 
million (half) belonging to the Malays, Chinese-1.9 million and Indian-530,000 (Figure 4.2.5). 
On 16 June 1948, Communist insurgents murdered 3 European estate managers at Sungei 
Siput. Emergency rule was declared which lasted from 1949-1960. (Figure 4.2.6, Figure 4.2.7)  
 

 
Figure 4.2.2 
The 4th Dimensions: New Villages & Missionaries 

 
Figure 4.2.3 
Japanese Occupation 1942-1945 

 
Figure 4.2.4 
Japanese Surrender. Malayan Communist Party fought 
against British Government for “Malayan people’s 
government) 
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Regarding the Emergency, Tan Cheng Lock commented, “At present the Chinese public live 
in constant dread both of the Communist Terrorists and Government and are placed 
between the upper and nether millstones between which they stand to be crushed.” (Figure 
4.2.8). On 12 December 1948, 24 unarmed Chinese men were murdered by Scots Guards 
at Batang Kali. (Figure 4.2.9)  

 
Figure 4.2.5 
The 4th Dimensions: New Villages & Missionaries 
(Source: Economic History Malaya, Population data,  https://www.ehm.my/data/population-
data/details?eid=9c85fda7-348d-4bc9-830e-8d4499fa934a, accessed 7 December 2022) 

 
Figure 4.2.6 
The Straight Times, 17th June 1948 

 
Figure 4.2.7 
Daily Worker 

https://www.ehm.my/data/population-data/details?eid=9c85fda7-348d-4bc9-830e-8d4499fa934a
https://www.ehm.my/data/population-data/details?eid=9c85fda7-348d-4bc9-830e-8d4499fa934a
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On 3 April 1950, General Harold Briggs was appointed Operations Director and he 
implemented the Brigg’s plan which fundamentally was to resettle around half a million 
squatters along the jungle fringes into secured New Villages with the chief aim of denying 
food, medicine, information and recruits to the Communist living inside the nearby jungle. 
(Figure 4.2.10 and Figure 4.2.11)  

 
By the end of 1950, 78,000 squatters were resettled in 81 New Villages while at end 1951, 
401,698 squatters were resettled in 353 New Villages. As it was done hurriedly, the plans 
were not properly implemented. (Figure 4.2.12) 
 
On 6 October 1951, Sir Henry Gurney was ambushed and assassinated by the Communist 
insurgents while travelling up Fraser’s Hill. (The insurgents only knew that it was Sir Henry 
Gurney they have coincidentally killed through the newspaper.) (Figure 4.2.13)  
 

 
Figure 4.2.10 
3 April 1950: Briggs Plan 

 
Figure 4.2.11 
Squatters removed from jungle fridge to 
resettlement camps called New Villages 

 
Figure 4.2.8 
The Emergency and Chinese Public Live 

 
Figure 4.2.9 
Batang Kali Massacre: 24 unarmed Chinese men 
murdured by Scots Guards 
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According to the survey report by the Malayan Christian Council, 763,600 people were 
resettled in 559 New Villages by 1958. (Figure 4.2.14) Out of the 559 NV, 408 NV (73%) were 
predominantly Chinese, 147 (26%) were predominantly Malay, 3 were predominantly Indian 
and 1 others (Figure 4.2.15).  
 
95% of the NV had a population of 100 to 4,999 while 60% had population from 100 to 999 
inhabitants. The racial distribution by population was 85% Chinese, 11% Malays and 4% 
Indians. Most of the NV were found in Perak, Johore and Selangor. (Figure 4.2.16, Figure 
4.2.17, Figure 4.2.18)  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4.2.12 
Resettlement into secured New Village alone 
not the solution 
(Source: CO 1022/29 Resettlement of squatters) 
 

 
Figure 4.2.13 
Sir Henry Gurney killed in ambushed on 6 October 
1951 

 
Figure 4.2.14 
Resettlement into secured New Village alone 
not the solution 
(Source: Malayan Christian Council, A survey of the 
New Villages in Malaya, 22.) 
 

 
Figure 4.2.15 
1958: 559 new Villages 
(Source: Malayan Christian Council, A survey of the New 
Villages in Malaya, 22) 
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Figure 4.2.16 
Distribution of new Villages by size (1954) 

 
Figure 4.2.17 
Racial Distribution in New Villages by Population 

 
Figure 4.2.18 
1958: total number and population of New Villages 
(Source: Malayan Christian Council. A survey of the New Villages in Malaya, 22) 
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In fact, 10% of the nation’s population were resettled. Chaah New Village was opened on 27 
August 1951. (Figure 4.2.19, Figure 4.2.20)  
 

 
Sir General Gerald Templer (High Commissioner of Malaya from 1952-1954) commented 
that “The shooting side of the business is only 25% and the other 75% lies in getting the 
people of this country behind us.” He shifted the battlefield from the jungle to the “hearts & 
minds” of the NV. He also said, “From the point of view of the government (quite apart from 
the Christian faith) the most effective people to exploit this opportunity are missionaries” 
(Source: George Hood, Neither Bang Nor Whimper: The End of a Missionary Era in China 
(Singapore: The Presbyterian Church in Singapore, 1991), 149.)  
 
Sir Henry Gurney (High Commissioner of Malaya from 1948-1951) also opined that “one 
missionary as the equivalent to a brigade of troops in the battle to win the “hearts and 
minds” of the New Villagers”. (Source: CO 537/7270, Sir Henry Gurney to Higham) 

 
 

 
Figure 4.2.19 
Cha’ah New Village Opening, 27 August 1951 

 
Figure 4.2.20 
Aerial View: Cha’ah New Village (1960) 

 
Figure 4.2.21 
Battlefield shift from jungle to “heart & minds” 

 
Figure 4.2.22 
Sir Henry Gurney and Sir General Gerald Templer 
actively recruited missionaries 
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Both Sir General Gerald Templer and Sir Henry Gurney actively recruited Western 
missionaries to serve in the New Villages through the provision of Medical, Educational and 
Social Welfare services through meetings in London and Kuala Lumpur.  
 
Anthony Short wrote that “it is hard to avoid the conclusion that without the work of these 
voluntary associations the New Village would have rotted away” Lee Kam Hing wrote, “On 
this occasion, the New Village presented a problem to the colonial state but provided an 
opportunity to the mission. Consequently, both sides saw the advantage of working 
together.”  
 
In 1949, the Communist under Mao Tse Tung took control of China and expelled 3,500 
Western missionaries. OMF had 1,000 missionaries and around half relocated to Singapore, 
which became their new headquarters. OMF began sending missionaries into Malaya at the 
end of 1951and the numbers hovered around 100 yearly from 1952 to 1982. In total, OMF 
send 256 western missionaries; 20% were medical professionals (doctors and nurses) and 
another 25% were university graduates. They served 926 “missionary years” in NV and 
1,608 “missionary years” in NV and towns. They were resident in 40 NV and build 20 
churches.  

 
 
Figure 4.2.23 
1949: Communist took over China 

 
Figure 4.2.24 
OMF timeline: 1952-1982 

 
 
Figure 4.2.25 
OMF Missionaries in Malaya 1952-1982 

 
Figure 4.2.26 
256 missionaries 
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OMF had resident missionaries in 12 NV in Johore, including Chaah (Figure 4.2.27). 
According to the MCC report, in 1951, Chaah had a population of 4575 people with 608 
Chinese families, 131 Malay families and 74 Indian families. In 1958, the population 
increased to 4746 with a preponderance of Hakka people at 1679, Kwongsai at 637 and 
Cantonese at 504. (Figure 4.2.28)  
 

 
In Chaah, 14 resident missionaries from OMF served from 1951 to 1965. They rented 
shophouses/houses and stayed under the same living conditions as the ordinary people 
without any special privileges in order to identify with the sufferings of the people. They 
opened clinics and Dr Robert Pearce (1952-1953) treated 20-30 patients daily and 880 
patients in 6 months. They give free treatment and sometimes charge 10 cents for those 
who can afford to pay. House visitation was done for the very sick and disabled without any 
cost. (Figures 4.2.29 to 4.2.33)  

 
 

 
Figure 4.2.29 
Chaah: 10 December 1951 
Winifred Rand and Edith Cork 

 
Figure 4.2.30 
Chaah: 1951-1964: 14 missionaries 

 
 
Figure 4.2.27 
Resident Missionaries in 12 NV in Johore 

 
Figure 4.2.28 
Cha’ah new Village (Batu Pahat) 
Source: Malayan Christian Council, A survey of the New 
Villages in Malaya, 29. 
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In 1959, the MCC reported that missionaries (OMF and others) worked in 210 New Villages 
(54%), covering 468,584 people (72%). 92 New Villages have resident missionaries, while 
118 New Villages have visiting missionaries. Thus, it is evident that missionaries help to 
prop up the inadequate medical service in the NV and thus avoid “a new risk to public 
health, threatening epidemics” as forewarned by the Malayan branch of the British Medical 
Association. (Figure 4.2.34)  
 
OMF missionaries provided literacy classes among young adults, youth and children though 
daily/weekly lessons in Mandarin and English. Social welfare services to the public (elderlies, 
marginalized and disabled) and Old People’s Home were also given at Chaah NV. (Figure 
4.2.35 – 4.2.38)  
 
In 1952, the first OMF indigenous church was founded at Chaah. (Figure 4.2.39 – 4.2.41)  
Altogether, 20 indigenous and dialect speaking churches were started, 8 in Selangor, 6 in 
Pahang, 3 in Perak and 3 in Johore. (Figure 4.2.42)  
 

 
Figure 4.2.31 
Chaah: 1952 
The shophouse was rented by OMF in Cha’ah, 1952. 
Live and Identify with villagers with no privileges 

 
Figure 4.2.32 
Clinic in Cha’ah, 1952 
1952 December: Patients waiting outside the clinic run 
by Dr Robert and Mrs Nellie Pearce 

 
Figure 4.2.33 
Clinic in Chaah: 1954-1957 - David and Phyllis Day 
(SRN) 
 

 
Figure 4.2.34 
Medical Services 
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Figure 4.2.35 
Education in Chaah, 1952 
 

 
Figure 4.2.36 
Education in Chaah, 1954 – Sunday School 

 
Figure 4.2.37 
Education in Chaah, 1957 – Youth Group 

 
Figure 4.2.38 
Social Welfare – Missionaries took care of unwanted 
and homeless people who were old or disabled 

 
Figure 4.2.39 
Church – The first group of believers in Cha’ah (1952) 
Winnifred rand is in the front row sitting 

 
Figure 4.2.40 
Cha’ah Church Building, 1957 
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In conclusion, from 1952-1982, OMF send 256 Western missionaries to reside in 40 New 
Villages, investing a total of 926 “missionary years” in the provision of Medical, Educational 
and Social Welfare services. 20 indigenous churches were started in Malaya which had a 
profound impact on Christianity in Malaysia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 
Figure 4.2.41 
Cha’ah Christian Church new Building, 24 June 1979 

 
Figure 4.2.42 
Churches in Malaysia 
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Chapter 4.3 

CHA’AH NEW VILLAGE (CHA’AH NV) 
Kg Jawa, Kg Melayu, and the Surroundings – An Overview 

 
Dr. Masadliahani Masduki 

 
 
Kg Jawa and Kg Melayu during the emergency 
 
Cha’ah New Village is the most unique New Village (NV) in Malaysia. This is due to that 
Cha’ah NV is a well-planned NV and the only NV that is surrounded by estates. The Malaya 
resettlement program in 1951 involved settlement in Cha’ah whereby all families that lived 
along the riverside and in the uptown area were given a land lot each at Kg Jawa and Kg 
Melayu where they were relocated. They were forced to move due to the emergency. 
Cha’ah NV was divided into three blocks; Block A, Block B, and Block C (Figure 4.3.1). The 
existing settlement in Kg Jawa at that time was almost full, so some families were 
transferred there and the balances were in Kg Melayu.  
 

Kg Melayu and Kg Jawa were gated by barbed wire (the areas of barbed wire are 
shown in Figure 4.3.1) and food rations took place due to the emergency. Each family was 
given free meals (central cooking) every day that needed to be collected at the Socfine once 
a day. Curfews and movement restrictions were imposed. The condition at the sites during 
the resettlement was very poor and the houses were surrounded by bush. The walls and 
roofs of the houses were first built from zinc but slowly in a few years, houses were rebuilt 
through cooperation among the villagers. There were three gates at the NV (Figure 4.3.1). 
Each gate was guarded by the policemen (AC) where they performed gate checks to 
prevent villagers from smuggling food and medication for communists. Every 6 a.m. during 
the emergency, all villagers needed to queue up outside their houses where spot checks 
were performed in every house. The movement restrictions were from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
everyday. If the villagers did not enter the gate by 6.p.m, they will need to stay outside until 
6.a.m the next day. 
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Figure 4.3.1:  
The bold red circle shows the area of paddy field in Kg Sawah (now is Kg  Kangkar) and the bold red line 
indicates the area of barbed wire in Cha’ah NV. 
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Kg Jawa was named after the people - most families who lived there in 1951 were 
Javanese people who came from Indonesia by boat. It is believed that the late Penghulu 
Yunus brought the Javanese people from Tanah Java to Cha’ah so that they could work at 
the Johore Labis Estate (JLE) due to there were no workers at that time. Some of the 
villagers in Kg Jawa were also Malays. The roads in Kg Jawa were named after certain 
people. Jalan Karno was named after Lek Karno, a Kuda Kepang trainer who had the ability 
to heal kuda kepang practitioners from their unconsciousness when they were high. Jalan 
Kardi was named after a silat guru named Kardi. Jalan Mingan were named after Penghulu 
Yunus’ trusted people, while some sources said that Jalan Sidek was named after the Imam. 
There was a second opinion who said that Jalan Sidek was named after the Jawatankuasa 
Ketua Kampung. 

 
Meanwhile, most families who were located in Kg Melayu were Malay people (some 

of them were also Javanese). There were fewer Chinese and Indian families in Kg Melayu 
during the resettlement in the 1950s. When the residents in Kg Melayu received bounty 
lands for farming at Sg Lenik in the 1960s, some of them sold their land in Kg Melayu to the 
Chinese and Indian. Since then, Kg Melayu has turned into a true multi-racial village.  

 
The roads in Kg Melayu were also named after certain people. Jalan Yunus was 

named after the first village headman of Cha’ah. Jalan Othman was named after a surveyor 
from Batu Pahat who surveyed and divided Kg Melayu into lots. Jalan Dato’ Seth was named 
after the Batu Pahat district officer at that time. Jalan Dato’ Onn was previously named  
Jalan Milburn, a British man who was the Segamat district officer. Jalan Merdeka was named 
after the independence day, and Jalan Yaacob  was named after the Chaah Ketua UMNO, 
who was also a local council in 1953. In 1952, Sekolah Melayu Seri Bali was moved to the 
resettlement area in Kg Melayu (1947 was in Kg Kangkar). The building was built under the 
mass resettlement plan.  

 
In terms of economy, the villagers used to work at the oil palm factory and the 

estates (Chan Wing and Eldred). Some of them were carpenters (house builders) and rice 
farmers. There were paddy fields in Kangkar (former name was Kampung Sawah) before 
they were transformed into settlements in the 1970s (Figure 4.3.1) due to the lack of 
housing lands in Cha’ah. 
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Traditional house 
Most houses in Kg. Melayu and Kg. Jawa has been rebuilt into modern architectural forms. 
However, there are still some houses that remain its Malay traditional façade (Figure 4.3.2 
and 4.3.3). Most of these houses were built during the emergency. There are still houses 
that built on poles with verandah at the front, wooden French-like windows, and spaces 
under the house (kolong) like the house in Kg. Melayu as shown in Figures 4.3.4, 4.3.5, and 
4.3.6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figures 4.3.2 and 4.3.3 
Malay traditional house that still exists in Kg. Melayu. This house was built before 1957. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figures 4.3.4, 4.3.5, and 4.3.6 
Verandah, French-like windows, and kolong 
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The surroundings 
In December 1953, Jalan Hassan was named after the Segamat District Officer who 
inaugurated the community hall. There was an inscription carved in four languages (English, 
Malay, Chinese, and Tamil) at the front of the old community hall (Figure 4.3.7), saying that 
the hall was officially opened by the district officer. Unfortunately, the inscription then was 
destroyed when the local council built a larger hall at the same spot in 2005 (Figure 4.3.8). 
The new community hall was inaugurated by D.Y.A.M Tunku Mahkota Johor, Tunku Ibrahim 
Ismail Ibni Sultan Iskandar Al-Haj in September 2006 (Figure 4.3.9). 

 
Figure 4.3.7 
The bold red circle shows the inscription that was carved in four languages 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4.3.8 
The new community hall 

Figure 4.3.9 
Inauguration display at the wall of the new community hall 
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There is still an old building in the town area (Long Suan Restaurant) that hasn’t changed 
much since 1953 (Figures 4.3.10 and 4.3.11). According to Dato’ Hj Rahman Yunus (Late 
Penghulu Yunus’ son), this building symbolizes the development of Chaah because, after its 
establishment, the area has been fast developed. Besides this building, there were a wet 
market and a cinema that also have been built in 1953. The wet market is still there, but it 
has been rebuilt with a new look. The cinema (the roof and walls were made of zinc) has 
already been demolished long ago. 
 
In 1971, Kg Jawa Baru was developed as a new settlement due to the increase of families in 
Kg Melayu and Kg Jawa. Kg Jawa Baru got its name from a former assistant public health 
officer, David Pandian. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4.3.10 and 4.3.11 
Long Suan Restaurant symbolizes the development of Chaah NV 
 
Cultural activities 
Since 1970, cultural activities took place involving the Malay, Indian, and Chinese 
communities in Cha’ah like gatherings (Figure 4.3.12), sports (Figure 4.3.13), and festivals 
(Figure 4.3.14 and Figure 4.3.15).  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Figure 4.3.12 
Gathering involving the Malay, Indian, and 
Chinese communities in 1970 
(Source: Tn Hj Masduki bin Jarkasi) 
 

Figure 4.3.13  
Sport event at the public field in 1970s 
(Source: Tn Hj Masduki bin Jarkasi) 
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This was especially after the Malaysia 13th May 1969 event (Peristiwa Berdarah). Majlis 
Gerakan Negara (MAGERAN) under the former deputy prime minister, YAB Tun Abdul Razak 
bin Dato’ Hussein formed Majlis Muhibah Negara (MMN) in 1969 and Jabatan Perpaduan 
Negara (JPN) in 1970  to encourage unity and develop trust amongst all races.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Source: 
Interview sessions with Tn Hj Masduki bin Jarkasi (former village headman of Cha’ah), Pn 
Zarina bt Abdullah and Pn Masrah bt Jarkasih (Kg Melayu villagers), En Irman bin Ahmad 
(village headman), and Dato’ Hj Rahman Yunus (Penghulu Yunus’ heir). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figures 4.3.14 and 4.3.15 
Chinese New Year at Kg Melayu in 1980s 
(Source: Pn Zarina bt Abdullah) 
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The Malay School  
The original establishment of this school was the Sekolah Rakyat or People's School in 
1947. Then, in the same year, it has been named Sekolah Melayu Seri Bali Cha’ah, Batu 
Pahat, Johor. There were a few founders of this school:  

1. Encik Mohd Yunos bin Mohd Ali – Vice Village Headman 
2. Haji Harun bin Haji Ahmad - Vice Village Headman 
3. Encik Yacob bin Hj Sulaiman – Village Headman 
4. Encik Sidek bin Haji Siraj - Village Headman 

The table below shows the development of this school  
 

Table 4.3.1: The development of SK Seri Bali 
Date School’s Name Building 
01.07.1947 Sekolah Melayu Seri Bali 

Cha’ah, Batu Pahat, Johor 
The building was built by the villagers 
(Sekolah Rakyat/ People’s School) in Kg 
Kangkar. 

22.01.1952 Sekolah Melayu Seri Bali 
Cha’ah, Batu Pahat, Johor 

Move to the resettlement area in Kg 
Melayu, Cha’ah (Now is Sekolah Agama 
Cha’ah). The building was built under the 
mass resettlement plan. 

08.08.1971 Sekolah Kebangsaan Seri 
Bali Cha’ah, Segamat, Johor 

Move to the new building in Kg Jawa Baru. 
The building was built under the First 
Malaysia Plan (RMK-1). The former 
building in Kg Melayu turned into Sekolah 
Agama Cha’ah. 

(Source: SK Seri Bali’s Portfolio) 

 
From 01.07.1947 until the end of 1956 (Figure 4.3.16), the school was under the Batu Pahat 
administration, and from 1957 until now, the school was under the Segamat administration 
(Figure 4.3.17). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.3.16:             Figure 4.3.17:  
Sekolah Melayu Seri Bali in 1952    SK Seri Bali in 2021 
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Figure 4.3.18 to Figure 4.3.23 below show the events that happened in Cha’ah in the 1970’s. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4.3.18: Old folks home in 1970s 
(Source: Tn Hj Masduki bin Jarkasi) 
 

Figure 4.3.19: Sports championships of Sekolah 
Kebangsaan Seri Bali in 1970s at the public field 
(Source: Tn Hj Masduki bin Jarkasi) 
 

Figure 4.3.20: Former village headman, 
Masduki bin Jarkasi with one of the 
villagers in Kg Jawa in 1974 
(Source: Tn Hj Masduki bin Jarkasi) 
 

Figure 4.3.21: Former education minister, Dr Mahathir bin 
Mohamad during his visit in 1976 
(Source: Tn Hj Masduki bin Jarkasi) 
 

Figure 4.3.22: Flood in Cha’ah (1970s) 
(Source: Tn Hj Masduki bin Jarkasi) 
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Figure 4.3.23-30:  
Almarhum Sultan Iskandar Ibni Almarhum Sultan Ismail visit in 1984 
(Source: Tn Hj Masduki bin Jarkasi) 
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Chapter 4.4 

“The Crooked Path of New Kopisan New Village (NKNV)” 

Kenneth Wong See Huat 

Kinta Valley was once the largest tin ore producer by 1891, and two-thirds of the mineral 
was mined in Gopeng. The locals of Kinta South first heard the word "coffee" in 1862 and 
were fascinated by its association, hence taking the name when the colonial government 
relocated them to a barb-wired community (known as Kopisan new village) at the start of 
the Emergency period (1948-1960). As per the timeline recap, those Chinese mining 
pioneers who moved to the Teja area had established a village called Kopisan. It was until 
1948 that the British colonial government declared Malayan Emergency to combat the 
Malayan Communist Party, and the villagers of the Kopisan Village were forced to move to a 
place three miles further from their original location under the execution of the Briggs' 
Plan. The New Kopisan New Village (NKNV) was established under this circumstance, and 
the villagers were being imposed movement restrictions and curfews, just like living in a 
concentration camp. The Man Ming School Teja Branch (San Min School as its predecessor) 
also migrated with the village and was renamed the "New Kopisan Public School". 
 
After the completion of the relocation, the daily life of villagers gradually became stable, and 
Gopeng Consolidated Limited resumed its mining operation. As the migration process was 
in a rush, the NKNP had only two rows of shops (and one row of houses made of wood or 
thatch). At the end of the road in the village lay the Wong Loo Sin See Temple, which 
booming pilgrimage. During the Emergency period, the villagers ate "big pot rice" (mass-
cooked rice), and collected their portions of rice based on the "rice licence". In 1953, Home 
Guard was established in the village to protect the village from being endangered by the 
communists. Home Guards become the coordinators between the villagers and the 
soldiers or police. However, this relocation did not bring stabilization to the village. In 1962, 
the villagers were relocated again. NKNV folk were poorly hit when the world tin market 
collapsed in the 1980s. Massive unemployment saw villagers leaving in droves to big cities 
or abroad to make a living amidst the various phases of the Malaysia Plan every five years. 
The projects in the New Villages were commonly implemented in phases, and usually, the 
surge of allocations was seen as an effort to upskill the new villages into the mainstream.  
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This tentative listing trial exercise surfaces the social, cultural, and economic milieu of 
NKNV, from the public amenities to the recent planting of the coffee trees initiative. Besides 
establishing the SWOT analysis of the current baseline, the unique characteristic, the 
internal dynamics, and the intangible heritage in striving for new branding of agro-tourism 
lately. The tentative listing trial efforts open the discussion to ponder together the possible 
outstanding universal value that can contribute to the tentative listing to UNESCO 
collectively as one of the exemplary new villages and what are the chances and 
predicaments that NKNV is probably facing in years to come to sustain its nostalgia and the 
unique characteristic of rural heritage. To be included on the World Heritage tentative 
listing, NKNV is identified in fulfilling the criteria (ii) and (v) depicted in the Operational 
Guidelines for implementing the World Heritage Convention Selection.  
 
In that regard, there should be an attempt to respect and conserve the character of the 
NKNV  and safeguard its uniqueness. In this respect, alternative physical planning solutions 
should be sought in dealing with the inadequacies in the built environment of the NKNV. 
The other merit is that the Wong Loo Sin See Temple has been in NKNV for 128 years. 
Nonetheless, it has moved three times, together with the base shift of NKNV. On Oct. 15 
(Lunar calendar), there is a prominent religious feast every five years—the Wong Loo Sin 
See disciples parade around the NKNP. The talismans were only distributed that day, and 
the temple provided all visitors and residents with free vegetarian food. Arulmigu Maha 
Muthu Mariamman Thevasthanam is another Hindhu temple that held the Kumbanishega 
ceremony in 2010. The original temple was built in 1962 and was known as Kaliamman 
Kovil. It was built on land of 57,860 square feet (5,375 m2), which Gopeng Berhad donated.  
 
Nowadays, the community cohesiveness enhancement falls on the coffee planting project 
the former village head initiated in 2015. It is a good platform for training the residents to 
plant and care for the coffee trees and harvest and sell the coffee beans for side income. At 
a more significant level, this project aims to help the village achieve sustainability, 
specifically sustainable tourism, which will boost the NKNV's tourism economy, create local 
jobs, promote its culture and products, and ultimately improve the livelihood of the 
residents. Jobs created from sustainable tourism of the village aims to provide employment 
availability in surrounding towns to attract graduates to remain and help contribute to their 
own village. Sustainable tourism is also emphasized in Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) 8, 12, and 14 and SDG 15. The above is to avoid further brain drain, aging 
population, and tourism that only caters for mass tourism from China. The possibility of 
losing the intangible heritage (e.g. knowledge in practising the religious ceremony rituals) 
should also draw special attention to safeguard what has been left in NKNV.  
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Reference:  
Phang See Kong (2016), A Meander down Memory Lane: Stories about the Chinese Pioneers in 
Gopeng, Perak (1850-2000) 
Dr. Lim Hin Fui and Dr. Fong Tian Yong (2005), The New Villages in Malaysia- the Journey 
Ahead 
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Chapter 4.5 

“Machap Baru: Its Founder, Guardian dan The Places of Worship” 

Dr. LEW Bon Hoi (Head of Centre of Malaysian History, Associate Professor in Chinese Language and Literature 
Department, New Era University College, Malaysia), Ho Kok Hong（Master of Foreign Languages & Applied 
Linguistics, Yuan Ze University, Taiwan） 

 
Introduction 
 
Located in Alor Gajah District of Malacca, Machap Baru is one of the many Chinese New 
Villages in Malaysia established to deprive the Malayan National Liberation Army of 
resources in the mid-20th century. The population of this small town of 16,000 residents 
consists of Chinese Hakka people surnamed Dai (戴) and Luo (羅) who live along with other 
Chinese descended from Hainan, Teochew and Minnan areas. While the Chinese brought 
with them their culture and religious practice when the settled in a foreign land separated 
by the South China Sea, they created something unique during the flow of history, and lived 
harmoniously with the local Malays. This interracial respect is evidenced by a mosque built 
by non-Muslim Chinese for their guardian, who is also the founder of Machap Baru. This is 
the story about the guardian of Machap Baru and the solidarity between the Malays and 
Chinese. 
 
The founder of Machap Baru 
 
Around the early 16th century, there was a Bugis noble called Jailani Mendik Masap, whose 
father was the sultan of Makassar, Indonesia. He was skilled in martial art, navigation and 
well-versed in the teachings of Islam. When he arrived in Malacca to trade in 1500, he was 
met by the bendahara, who was similar to today's prime minister. Impressed by his skills 
and knowledge, he recommended Masap to the Sultan of Malacca, who later appointed 
him as the royal imam (Imam diraja). Masap also defended Malacca during the Portuguese 
invasion a decade or so later. When the Portuguese finally captured Malacca, Masap, his 
family and some followers headed north along the Malacca river. They settled in an area 
which is today’s Machap Baru. 
 
Due to his generous and helpful nature, Masap later became the head of the village, which 
eventually attracted more people to reside in that area. When the Chinese requested to 
stay in the area, Masap was concerned with their diet which included pork, since they 
needed to raise pigs as well. To ensure their way of life would not affect the local Muslims, 
he let the Chinese settle in a further area instead. Despite having their own areas, the 
Malays and Chinese often interact with mutual respect, helping and learning from each 
other. When Masap passed away, the Chinese paid respect to their beloved leader by 
deifying him into a “Datuk”, a guardian and protector of the land. It is uncommon for a 
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person to be deified by the Chinese unless the person is exceptionally virtuous and 
powerful, but Masap definitely earned his reputation in this case. 
 
The descendants of Masap also continued his virtuous act. The current direct descendant 
Shahril bin Mad Husin once told a story about his grandfather, who used to be the village 
head of Machap Baru. There was a time in history called the Malayan Emergency (1948–
1960), which was declared by the British authority to fight the communist guerrilla army 
known as Malayan National Liberation Army (MNLA). This period is a time when the Chinese 
were allocated to stay in certain villages with heavy patrol, so they could not provide any 
rations to the MNLA or interact with them. As such, the army hid in the forests of Malaysia, 
which included the forest of Machap Baru. One night, they visited Shahril’s grandfather and 
begged for his help as they wished to live a normal life. To show their sincerity, they wrote 
down their real name for him, in which he asked for amnesty from the government on 
behalf of the surrendered communists. Fortunately, they were pardoned and given the 
chance to turn over a new leaf.  
 
Who is Datuk Machap? 
 
Although the founder of Machap Baru is clear, the true identity of Datuk Machap and 
relevant details are unclear due to lack of written records. The stories about Datuk Machap 
were passed down orally, and the people who provided the information heard about it 
when they were young. Thus, the details regarding Datuk Machap are fragmented, and 
much of it might have been lost in history. 
 
While Jailani Mendik Masap is recognized as Datuk Machap, there is another legend which 
provides an alternative origin: There was once a Malays and Chinese who were best friends, 
and they often traveled to the jungle to collect rattan together. One day, the Malay 
suddenly passed away, and the Chinese friend suicided so he could forever be with his 
friend. As a remembrance to their friendship, they were worshiped as Datuk Machap.  
 
The worship of Datuk Machap 
 
Despite the various origins of Datuk Machap, it is certain that he has performed one 
miracle: During the Japanese occupation of Malaya in the early 20th century, the Japanese 
army massacred countless Chinese residents in whichever village they visited. Along the 
way to Machap Baru, they encountered an old man holding a staff, who demanded their 
reasons for visiting the village. It did not take long for the Japanese commander to suffer 
from a serious stomach ache, which forced him to cancel the mission and commanded the 
army to leave Machap Baru. That was how Datuk Machap saved the village and its 
inhabitants.  
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Interestingly, the earliest way to worship Datuk Machap was done with Islamic ritual and 
was performed in a mosque. The Chinese who joined the ceremony forbade themselves 
from consuming pork for days. Worshippers kneeled in the mosque while a cleric recited 
the religious verses. The officiant is a Malay, who would then receive a piece of yellow cloth 
from the Chinese after the ceremony. The gifting of yellow cloth means that Datuk Machap 
could grant them blessings as well. The Chinese also donated some money for the 
manager of the mosque. After the religious ceremony was over, everyone proceeded to a 
pavilion situated by the mosque to celebrate. Malay cuisine was served, and people danced 
to the Malay music performance. This method of worship has changed ever since which 
Datuk Machap was worshiped according to Taoist ritual, and nobody knows when this 
change occurred.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4.5.1 
Cigarettes, betel nuts and betel leaves; some of the 
necessary offerings to a Datuk 
(Source: https://royalleekl.wixsite.com/natukgong) 
 

 
Figure 4.5.2 
Celebration of Datuk Machap’s birthday in the 
past. (Source: Machap Baru Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/machapbarupage/phot
os/2039318149515045/) 

 
Figure 4.5.3 
A closer look at the pavilion. (Source: Machap Baru 
Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/machapbarupage/photos/203
9318266181700/) 
 

https://royalleekl.wixsite.com/natukgong
https://www.facebook.com/machapbarupage/photos/2039318266181700/
https://www.facebook.com/machapbarupage/photos/2039318266181700/


ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 2 (15 JUNE 2023) 

NVWG/2/04-35 
 

The offerings made to Datuk Machap consists of chicken curry, mutton curry, Nasi Kuning 
(Rice cooked with turmeric powder), fruits, assorted Malay desserts and so on. As a sign of 
respect to Datuk Machap’s Islamic background, pork and alcoholic beverages will not be 
offered. However, cigarettes and betel nuts will be offered instead. In the early 20th century, 
there used to be a place of worship dedicated to Datuk Machap, and worshippers even 
included Malays and Indians. People celebrated Datuk Machap’s birthday on the 13th and 
14th day of the 8th lunar month, where worshippers might come from as far as Segamat and 
even Kuala Lumpur. Likewise, worshippers did not eat pork for three days prior to the 
worship. This celebration also included a grand feast with traditional Malay dances, where 
everyone celebrated together regardless of their ethnicities. 
 
The Decline of Datuk Machap Worship 
 
In the 1960s, Malacca faced water-shortage problems, which led the state government to 
build the Tasik Durian Tunggal dam in Machap area a decade later. Unfortunately, the area 
included the pavilion dedicated to Datuk Machap, which remains flooded ever since. 
Without the place of worship, the Chinese prayed to Datuk Machap by going to his tomb 
located next to the mosque.  

 
Figure 4.5.4 
Tomb of Datuk Machap before it was barred to visitors. Image has been cropped for clarity.  
(Source: Machap Baru Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/machapbarupage/photos/2907063726073812/) 

https://www.facebook.com/machapbarupage/photos/2907063726073812/
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Figure 4.5.5 
Current Tomb of Datuk Machap, located in front of the Machap Lama Mosque  
(Source: http://artmelayu.blogspot.com/2011/09/makam-tomb-of-tok-machap.html) 
 

 
Figure 4.5.6 
Close-up image of the tomb.  
(Source: http://artmelayu.blogspot.com/2011/09/makam-tomb-of-tok-machap.html) 
 

http://artmelayu.blogspot.com/2011/09/makam-tomb-of-tok-machap.html
http://artmelayu.blogspot.com/2011/09/makam-tomb-of-tok-machap.html
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To facilitate worshippers to visit the tomb or mosque, the Chinese raised funds for the 
construction of a road leading to the location. Unfortunately, the State Islamic Religious 
Council forbade Chinese from worshiping Datuk Machap in the 1980s, stating that non-
Muslim cannot worship the Malays’ ancestors. The tomb was since surrounded by gates to 
prevent any act of worship on the site. Discouraged by the order, the villagers could only 
worship Datuk Machap in a farther location, separated by the dam which drowned the 
original place of worship.  
 

 
From that moment, the worship of Datuk Machap gradually declined. The grand 
celebrations from the past have become history, and their memories only survive in the 
minds of old villagers. If one visits the lake near the mosque, remains of the pavilion – two 
rows of columns – can still be seen on top of the water, next to countless lotus leaves and 
flowers.   

 
Figure 4.5.7 
Residents praying to Datuk Machap and their offerings.  (Source: Machap Baru Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/machapbarupage/photos/1785797531533776/) 
 

https://www.facebook.com/machapbarupage/photos/1785797531533776/
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The Machap Lama Mosque and its Stele 
 

 
The mosque next to the founder’s tomb is known as Machap Lama Mosque (Masjid 
Machap Lama). This mosque was originally a wooden structure, and was rebuilt in 1907. In 
2008, It was listed as a national cultural heritage by the Ministry of Unity, Culture, Arts and 
Heritage. Unlike a typical mosque, Chinese architectural elements can be seen on the steep 
roof with an upward curvature like the Chinese swallowtail roof. The walls were carved with 
beautiful pictures of flowers and vases, which one could see the combined Chinese and 
Islamic aesthetic in them. However, there are two sayings regarding the founder of this 
mosque. One of them stated Macap founded the mosque, while the other claimed the 
mosque was built by a Chinese Muslim preacher surnamed Chen (陈) who came from 
Hainan Island. What remains true is that this mosque has been rebuilt by the Chinese and 
Muslims, as indicated by a stele on the wall of the mosque. 

 
Figure 4.5.8 
Machap Lama Mosque  
(Source: https://mosqpedia.org/ar/mosque/1057) 
 

https://mosqpedia.org/ar/mosque/1057
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Figure 4.5.9 
Wooden gate outside the place of worship for Datuk Machap before the dam was built. The 
Machap Lama Mosque can be seen behind the pillars.  
(Source: Machap Baru Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/machapbarupage/photos/2039318216181705/) 

 
Figure 4.5.10 
Ruins of the pavilion resurfaced during drought season.  
(Source: Machap Baru Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/machapbarupage/photos/2716379808475539/) 

https://www.facebook.com/machapbarupage/photos/2039318216181705/
https://www.facebook.com/machapbarupage/photos/2716379808475539/
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Named as The Construction of Temple in Nachap [sic], the inscriptions on the stele is an 
important historical record of the mosque’s history. Despite being more than a century old, 
the inscriptions on the stela are still clear and readable. Aside from a list of donors and the 
sum they have donated, it especially mentioned that the worship of Datuk Machap has 
existed for more than two centuries; Datuk Machap had granted wishes, expelled 
misfortunes and blessed anyone regardless of their ethnicities. To show their gratitude, a 
Chinese surnamed Yang (杨) raised fund from the Chinese and Malays to rebuild this 
mosque. Donors were mainly from Malacca, and some were from as far as Kuala Lumpur 
and Singapore. Legends said that the miracle which warded off the Japanese from entering 
the village is the reason why this mosque was rebuilt. Based on the date indicated on the 
stele, there was no mentioning of the miracle, and the date which the mosque was 
renovated happened before the Japanese Occupation. Thus, it is safe to say that the 

 
Figure 4.5.11 
Stele on the wall of Old Machap Mosque 

 
Figure 4.5.12 
One of the many murals on the mosque’s 
exterior.  
(Source: 
http://artmelayu.blogspot.com/2011/09/masjid
-lama-old-mosque-of-machap-melaka.html) 
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miracle could be a later occurrence, if it has ever happened. Still, the stele not only marks 
the uniqueness of the mosque, but testified the harmony between Chinese and Malays, 
when non-Muslims donated money to rebuild a place of worship willingly and driven by 
respect. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Looking back to the stories of the founder, guardian, mosque and religious practice of 
Machap Baru, they raise intriguing questions which grow the curiosity for other to know 
more details which might have been lost in history. What seem to be usual and well known 
by the locals might be interesting stories to outsiders. But they share a similarity of 
solidarity, where two ethnicities with different linguistic backgrounds and probably 
incompatible religious beliefs manage to live together harmoniously. The Malays and 
Chinese have celebrated the legacy of their founder, received the blessings of their 
guardian, and are able to maintain such an amiable relationship despite the place of 
worship has been submerged and religious authority declined the Chinese from worshiping 
Datuk Machap. What remains true is that a fusion of cultural practices grows out from the 
friendship between ethnicities. Machap Baru is a living proof that this mutual society and 
practice can exist. 
 
 For most of human history, we have lost much of the memories which might be too 
“trivial” as they do not affect the fate of a nation. But they matter the most to the people 
who lived with it, just like everything which has accompanied us when we walk through the 
path of life. Machap Baru shares the same fate of having many hearsay and faded 
memories. As the world is heading towards the interaction between human and artificial 
intelligence, we gradually lose the history of how humans intermingled with each other, 
especially between commoners and how they interact with the unknown. When there are 
interactions between two or more cultures, we might find surprises and things of interest 
not known to the world. It is fair to say that the adventure to find more fusion of cultural 
worship or artifacts awaits all of us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 2 (15 JUNE 2023) 

NVWG/2/04-42 
 

Chapter 4.6 

“Papan New Village: Transforming A Ghost Town Into A Precious of Heritage” 

Jacky Chew Seng Leong and Ooi Kah Biew 

 

Copyright disclaimer:  
This document has been prepared for ICOMOS Malaysia as a reference for the Malaysia's New Village serial 
nomination project for consideration as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The information presented in this paper 
is intended solely for informational purposes. None of the content, including words or images, should be 
quoted or cited as a reference or publication source. 

 
Historical Background 
 
The original aim of the New Villages initiative in Malaya was to prevent the ethnic Chinese 
community from having contact with the Malayan People's Liberation Army (MPLA), which 
was under the leadership of the Malayan Communist Party. This strategy was part of the 
Briggs Plan, a military tactic developed by Sir Harold Briggs in 1950 during his tenure as 
Director of Operations for the British military in Malaya. 
 
The Briggs Plan aimed to defeat the MPLA, which was operating as a guerrilla force in rural 
parts of Malaya, by cutting off their support from the rural population. To achieve this 
objective, a massive forced resettlement program was executed, resulting in the transfer of 
605,028 individuals (approximately 10% of Malaya's total population), including 572,917 
ethnic Chinese individuals (25% of Malaya's Chinese population), from their homes to 
monitored camps known as "New Villages." These camps were typically surrounded by 
barbed wire and sentry posts, and some even imposed a 22-hour curfew on their 
inhabitants. 
 
By confining the rural population to the New Villages, the British were able to control the 
flow of resources, information, and recruits from rural supporters to the guerrilla forces. 
The camps were guarded by police and soldiers and partially fortified to prevent both 
escape attempts and guerrilla infiltration. After the resettlement program's completion, the 
British implemented a food rationing and rural farmland burning campaign, attempting to 
starve out the Communist guerrillas. 
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The Origin of Papan New Village 
 
Prior to the implementation of the Briggs Plan, there were four traditional villages located 
near Papan town. Three of these villages were forcibly relocated to the Papan town area, 
resulting in the establishment of Papan New Village. This relocation was classified as a Type 
C New Village, which are suburbs or appendages to existing towns or large villages but have 
a unique identity of their own. 
 
Furthermore, one of the villages was compelled to resettle in a new campsite called Sungai 
Durian in Tanjung Tualang. Additional information can be found on the accompanying map 
(Figure 4.6.2). These traditional villages were:  
 

(A) 港尾Kong Mei (Johan Tin area)  
(B) 淡背Tampoi (near Tampoi River)  
(C) 甲板口Kap Ban Hao (near railway station)  
(D) 东庚Tongkang (near Papan Tin) 

 
Figure 4.6.1 
Lieutenant-General Sir Harold Rawdon Briggs 
KCIE, KBE, CB, DSO 
24 July 1894 – 27 October 1952 
He was a senior British Indian Army officer, 
active during World War I and World War II 
and the Malayan Emergency. 
Source: https://alchetron.com/Harold-
Rawdon-Briggs 
 

Sir Harold Briggs was recalled to active duty in 1950 to 
serve as the Director of Operations in Malaya, where 
the Malayan Emergency was underway. The Briggs 
Plan, which involved the creation of internment camps 
known as "New Villages," was instrumental in the 
authorities' victory over the Malayan Communist Party 
rebels. These camps were intended to isolate the largely 
ethnic Malaysian Chinese villagers from contact with 
the communist guerrillas who resided in rural areas of 
Malaya. 
 
However, the creation of the New Villages resulted in the 
forced relocation of many villagers against their will. 
Following the implementation of the Briggs Plan, Briggs 
retired to Cyprus in 1951. Unfortunately, his health had 
deteriorated significantly during his time in Malaya, 
and he passed away in 1952. 
 
Sir Gerald Templer assumed the position of Director of 
Operations in Malaya after Briggs' departure. Templer 
was responsible for overseeing the successful 
implementation of Briggs' plan, which ultimately helped 
defeat the Malayan Communist Party rebels. 
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Figure 4.6.2 
Map of PAPAN in 1933. Arrows showing nearby villages (A, B, C & D) were forced to resettle in Papan town in 1950 as 
“Type C” resettlement under the Briggs Plan during the Emergency Period (1948-1960).  
(Source: Partly extracted from Map title: Parts of Kinta and Kuala Kangsar Districts, Ipoh, Perak 
https://www.nas.gov.sg/archivesonline/maps_building_plans/record-details/f8d6a329-115c-11e3-83d5-
0050568939ad) 

 



ICOMOS MALAYSIA NEW VILLAGE WORKING GROUP: ANNUAL REPORT 2 (15 JUNE 2023) 

NVWG/2/04-45 
 

The village of Tongkang (D), located near Papan Tin, was compelled to relocate to the 
Sungai Durian Resettlement Camp in Tanjung Tualang by the British Military Administration. 
This was due to the village's close ties with the Malayan Peoples’ Liberation Army (MPLA), 
which was controlled by the Malaya Communist Party. 
 
Due to decades of mining, agricultural and development activities in the area, there is no 
longer any trace of these villages except for memories of the older generation and records 
salvaged from a deserted school building that provide evidence of their existence. The 
Papan New Village is classified as a Type C New Village, meaning it was merged into an 
existing village or town. As a result, pre-resettlement wooden houses from before 1950 still 
stand alongside the new village houses, as well as two rows of Straits Eclectic Style 
shophouses on the main street dating back to 1887. 
 
Prior to the resettlement in the 1950s, Papan had a population of approximately 2,000 
inhabitants. From 1950 to 1952, the population rose to 3,000 and occupied an area of 
approximately 40 acres behind barbed wire fencing. In 1950, the only Chinese school in 
Papan, Wah Kiew, applied for a grant from the Malayan Chinese Association (MCA) to 
construct three additional classrooms to accommodate the increasing number of students. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning, Papan New Village was divided to two areas; first, called Gai Cheong Bui 
San Chun (means new village behind the main street), and second, just called San Chun 
(means New Village). In 1951, the former was addressed as North New Village, and the 
latter was addressed as South New Village. Later, two more settlements appeared and 
addressed as Resettlement Area and Regrouping Area respectively.  Please see following 
map for its actual location. 
 

 
Figure 4.6.3 
Mr. Ng Kon Sing, 91 (second from left, who passed away in Dec 
2022) told the interviewer the location of his house in Tongkang 
village, Papan.  
(Source: Leong Wai Fan) 
 

 
Figure 4.6.4 
Students record of Wah Kiew Chinese 
School in 1950 shown New Village 
addresses started to emerged. 
(Source: Author) 
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Caught in between 
 
Despite being enclosed by barbed wire fencing and closely monitored by armed forces and 
home guards, Papan was not a safe place during the Emergency Period. In November 1953, 
a fierce battle broke out between over 20 members of the Malayan People's Liberation 
Army (MPLA) and seven Kinta Valley Home Guards (KVHG) just 50 meters from the 

 
Figure 4.6.5 
Map of Papan New Village 
(Source: Drawn by Author based on Google Map) 
 

 

 
The barbed wires parameter fencing  

Approximated point of eye witness account of villager 
smuggling foods for MPLA. 

Approximated location of fight broken out between the 
MPLA and KVHG. 
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perimeter fencing of Papan. The KVHG seized a large quantity of supplies that had been 
gathered by sympathisers of the communist party, the min yuan (the people movement 
organization), in Papan. However, according to eyewitness accounts, some villagers still 
managed to smuggle food and supplies to the MPLA. The min yuan also collected food 
from Papan villagers from time to time, entering their homes through purposely unlocked 
back doors at night to pick up the supplies. Families were instructed to stay in their rooms 
and not to come out if they heard anything unusual. 
 
However, not all villagers were willing to take the risk of helping the MPLA. Many were 
extorted by the MPLA, who threatened to harm them or their families if they did not comply 
with their demands. Some villagers were falsely accused by their enemies and subsequently 
kidnapped, unfairly trialled, and ruthlessly killed by the MPLA. 
 
During the Emergency, curfews were imposed in Papan and nearby areas from time to 
time. The longest 24-hour curfew was imposed in 1951, along with nearby Pusing New 
Village, following the killing of a British Resettlement Officer in Pusing town. No one was 
allowed to leave the perimeter fencing of Papan during this time. The Pusing villagers were 
ultimately fined $40,000 as punishment. Despite the challenges, the people of Papan 
persevered and tried to make the best of their situation. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Figure 4.6.6 
Picture showing an A25 pounder gun crew in action against terrorists entrenched on hills. Similar action 
happened during the Emergency Period at the entrance of Papan town to bomb the MPLAs hiding in the 
Kledang Range. 
(Source: Imperial War Museum) 
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Decade of living in terror 
 
For a decade, the people of Papan lived in constant terror and hardship until the death of 
Tan Liew Kiew, the leader of the 9th Division of the MPLA and District Committee Member, 
in February 1958. Tan had gone into hiding at the start of the Emergency in 1948 and had 
built a fearsome reputation for himself as the "Terror of Papan" through his ruthless and 
brutal tactics. He was one of the MPLA leaders most wanted by the 2nd Battalion Malay 
Regiment. With Tan's death and the surrender or death of almost half of his followers, the 
threat from the MPLA in Papan was substantially reduced. In 1958, Papan and nearby 
towns were declared as "White Area," free from all restrictions, inconveniences, and 
dangers. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4.6.7 
Newspaper: The Straits Time, 15 February 1958  
(Source: Extracted from Newspaper SG, National Library Board of Singapore) 
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Danger looms for town with tin fortune 
 
The brief period of peace for the residents of Papan was soon disrupted in 1964 when the 
state government gazetted the entire town as mining land and opened it for mining 
tenders. In response, a committee was formed by the residents to protest the decision. The 
government instructed the winning mining company to provide proper compensation to 
those who would be affected before any mining activities could begin. However, the 
company failed to comply, and the villagers felt deceived, leading to rising tensions and 
frustration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The conflict between the mining company and the villagers persisted for a decade until 
1975, when the company, feeling increasingly frustrated, began mining at the North New 
Village, despite the fact that some villagers still lived in the homes that stood on the site. 
The situation became chaotic, and the state government had to step in to negotiate a 
settlement between the two sides. Eventually, the mining company agreed to provide a new 
location and compensation to the 52 households that remained in the North New Village. 
This new location is now known as New Papan New Village. 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4.6.8 
Newspaper: The Straits Time, 31 August 1964  
(Source: Extracted from NewspaperSG, National Library Board of Singapore) 
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Total area of New Papan Village is around 1.68 hectare of ex-mining land. Today, it consists 
of about 120 villages houses with around 400 residents. This village has no facility like clinic, 
post office, banking, and no school. But it does have a town hall and a playground 
constructed by the Ministry of Housing and local Government. The main activities of the 
residents are mainly farmers and small holder of rubber estate. 
 
New Papan New Village is a self-managed village under a committee called JKKK 
(Jawatankuasa Kemajuan dan Keselamatan Kampung). In 2018, the name of the committee 
has changed to MPKK (Majlis Pengurusan Komuniti Kampung) and subsequently to JPKK 
(Jawatankuasa Pembangunan dan Keselamatan Kampung). Under the JKPP, each household 
need to pay a sum of RM10.00 for the maintenance of street lighting and rubbish 
collection. In recent years, the committee faced difficulties to sustain a satisfactory work 
due to refusal and declining in paying the fee by the villagers. Efforts being made to put the 
village under the district’s jurisdiction to overcome its problems.  
 
 

 
Figure 4.6.9 
Newspaper: The Straits Time, 9 February 1975  
(Source: Extracted from NewspaperSG, National Library Board of Singapore) 
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Transforming a misfortune into a gem of heritage 
 
After the mining gazette in 1964, residents of Papan began to leave and relocate to nearby 
towns, while land ownership shifted to the tin mining company. Papan was expected to 
disappear from existence, but ironically, the crash of tin prices in 1985 put a stop to all 
mining activities and saved the town from being completely destroyed. Many of the 
remaining residents in Papan were low-income earners who could not afford to demolish 
their old houses and build new ones. As a result, about 80 houses in the new village, with 
approximately 150 inhabitants, remained untouched, with their original design and 
materials intact. This unexpected turn of events has resulted in Papan being one of the 
best-preserved New Villages in Perak, serving as a reflection of the hardship and history of 
the forced resettlement movement during the Emergency Period in Malaya. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4.6.10 
The entrance of New Papan Village. 
(Source: Image from Google Map Street View) 
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Figure 4.6.11 
A New Village house in Papan, stand firmly on its original structure, materials used, and land size. Under its 
zinc roof still could find layers of attap (palm leaves) underneath.  
These pictures were captured during the Movement Control Order (MCO) in 2020, where charitable 
organizations were distributing food assistance to the residents of Papan. The recipients of these aids were 
predominantly elderly citizens, some of whom live alone. As many of their younger relatives have already 
moved out, these individuals may very well be the last group of residents to inhabit Papan, if no changes 
being made. 
(Source: Authoir and leong Wai Fan) 
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Papan today  
 
Total area covering Papan Old Town and New Village is around 69 acres (including the 
cemetery). Currently Consists of around 60 shophouses and 80 village houses. There are 
around 60 odd houses with residence only, and only about 150 people living in the village. 
Papan Town and Old Village are now under the administration of Majlis Daerah Batu Gajah 
(MDBG). The only surviving businesses seem to be two coffee shops.  
 
Papan’s population throughout the years: 
Year  1883  1892 1901 1920 1960 1980 1990 2020 2022 
Population  500 1,523 2,441 1,285 3,000 2,000 1,000  200  150 
 
Papan has been known as the most renowned "ghost town" in Kinta for over twenty years. 
Numerous houses have remained unoccupied and have fallen into disrepair, with banyan 
trees growing on top of the roofs and their roots penetrating the walls. A line of ten 
shophouses has crumbled and been consumed by dense vegetation, with no apparent 
signs visible to the naked eye. Papan has attracted a diverse group of visitors over the 
years, including photographers, travellers, looters, antique seekers, ghost hunters, 
paranormal psychics, horror film makers, and others. While some visitors had good 
intentions and caused no harm, unfortunately, many took things that did not belong to 
them, and some tarnished Papan's reputation. 
One man's trash is another man's treasure. Back in 2008, two shophouses at the main 
street that were over a century old were torn down with the intention of selling their 
century-old bricks to a Japanese agency for MYR 20 cents each. These bricks were to be 
exported to Japan for use in restoration projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4.6.12 
Drone view A: These rows of village house initially called South New Village. Some houses on the left row were built 
on vacant lots that originally were commercial lot. Both Papan Heritage Gallery and Malaysia New Village History 
Gallery were located at this row. The middle and right rows have 4 double-storey wooden shophouses built before 
Briggs Resettlement Plan and some of the most authentic and best-preserved New Village houses, together it formed 
the best combination that inspired the Papan Conservation Group to make these rows of house as “Live Museum of 
New Village” in the State. 
(Source: Korbu Air Malayan Explorer’s YouTube Video: Papan, Batu Gajah, Perak, 2020) 
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Figure 4.6.13 
Drone View B: The lake on the left was the site of vanished North New Village. Mining excavation had stopped 
at the edge of compound of Raja Bilah’s Mansion. Mining activities had stopped completely in 1985 when the 
price of tin crash drastically. If not, Papan had turned into a big mining pit. The last 52 houses were moved 
out in 1975 to a new ex-mining site compensated by the mining company and called New Papan Village, 800 
meters away from its original site. The remaining village houses in this area consists of the old quarters of the 
caretaker of the reservoir, village house of some Chinese and Indian families which sited on the old 
Mandailing’s Settlement area.   
(Source: Korbu Air Malayan Explorer’s YouTube Video: Papan, Batu Gajah, Perak, 2020) 
 

 
Figure 4.6.14 
Drone View C: The village houses on the right addressed as Regrouping Area and the village houses on the 
left addressed as Resettlement Area. The year of establishment of this area should be 1952 or later. 
However, some of the houses in these areas existed before the Briggs Resettlement Plan. This has enhanced 
the richness of village house architectural collection for Papan. This part of the village consists vanished 
Police Station, Post and Telegram Office, Old Chinese School, Funeral Halls and Railway Station, but the 
Temple of the Goddess of Mercy still thriving since rebuilt in 1898. Next to the temple is Papan Chinese 
Cemetery, one of the oldest and biggest in Kinta.  
(Source: Korbu Air Malayan Explorer’s YouTube Video: Papan, Batu Gajah, Perak, 2020) 
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Transformation Plan: Towards a community of heritage tourism 
 
In 2019, a group consists of museum curator, history researcher, documentary film 
producer, young graduate, retired housewife, chief of village, homestay operator, and artist, 
formed the Papan Heritage Conservation Group with the objectives: 
 
Preservation of cultural heritage: to preserve and promote the cultural heritage of Papan. 
This includes safeguarding historical sites, monuments, artifacts, and intangible cultural 
practices. 
 
Education and awareness: play a crucial role in educating and creating awareness about the 
importance of cultural heritage through organizing tours, workshops, seminars, and cultural 
events. 
 
Economic development: work towards developing and promoting sustainable tourism 
practices that provide economic benefits to the local community by generating revenue, 
creating jobs, boosting local businesses by new investments and rejuvenate the 
community. 
 
Collaboration and partnerships: collaborate with property owners, local and other 
organizations, including government agencies, non-profit organizations, and private 
businesses, to achieve common goals. This can include fundraising, advocacy, and policy 
development. 
 
Access and inclusion: work towards ensuring that cultural heritage is accessible and inclusive 
for all members of the community, including those with disabilities, diverse backgrounds, 
and varying income levels. 
 
Environmental sustainability: work towards promoting sustainable tourism practices that 
minimize environmental impact and preserve natural resources. 
 
Research and documentation: undertake research and documentation of cultural heritage 
sites and practices to ensure their preservation and promote their understanding. 
 
Promotion and marketing: work towards promoting cultural heritage and heritage tourism 
through various marketing channels, including social media, advertising, and public 
relations. This can help to attract visitors to the area and raise awareness about its cultural 
heritage. 
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The Group has gone through stages of working plan as follow: 
 
Phase 1: Research and Assessment 
They have conducted a comprehensive inventory of local cultural, heritage assets and on-
going oral history records. They also analysed and assessed the existing infrastructure and 
facilities to support heritage tourism. Engage with local stakeholders and community 
members to identify priorities and concerns. 
 
Phase 2: Planning and Strategy 
The group has developed a vision and mission statement for heritage tourism development 
which is “towards a community of heritage tourism” with identified specific goals, objectives, 
and performance indicators, with a detailed action plan that outlines specific tasks, 
timelines, and responsible parties.  
 
Phase 3: Infrastructure and Product Development 
The group has identified and prioritized infrastructure and product development needs. 
They developed plans and budgets for new facilities, such as tourist information centers, 
interpretive exhibits, and transportation systems. Working with local community to develop 
heritage-themed products and services, such as guided tours, traditional cuisine, and 
cultural events.  
 
Phase 4: Marketing and Promotion 
They have developed a comprehensive marketing plan using social media with enormous 
support from known and unknown content makers. A specified tik-tok short film has 2 
million views within 3 months. Many local and overseas universities students and 
researchers visited Papan and shown keen interest to further study Papan’s unique and 
well-narrated history.  
 
Phase 5: Implementation and Monitoring 
The group implementing action plans and monitoring the progress towards achieving the 
goals and objectives. Adjusting their strategies as needed based on feedback from 
stakeholders and visitors. Monitoring the economic impact of heritage tourism on the local 
economy and continuously evaluating and improving the destination's heritage tourism 
offerings.  
 
The Group introducing the Papan Heritage Trail in 2022 which consists of the following 
sites and galleries: 

• Site of wartime heroin Sybil Kathigasu’s Clinic 
• Mandailing’s heritage site: Raja Bilah’s Mansion, Rumah Asal, Papan Mosque 
• Site of vanished new village 
• Old Reservoir 
• Straits Eclectic Style shophouses at main street 
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• The Miner Mansion  
• Papan Heritage Gallery (opened in 2021) 
• Malaysia New Village History Gallery (opened in 2022) 
• Middle Lane’s floor drawings and installation arts 
• Chinese New Village  
• Rooted walls (5 sites) 
• Temple of the Goddess of Mercy 
• Hall of Old Tombs  
• The Temple’s Relics Hall  

 
In September of 2023, two additional galleries will be unveiled. The first, titled "Old 
Documents and Images of Papan," will showcase historical documents and imagery related 
to Papan. The second gallery, named "Papan: Past, Present, and Future Art Gallery," will 
feature works of art that explore the town's history as well as its present and future 
potential.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Papan town had developed before Ipoh. Although it has left us with no tangible treasure, 
Papan's rich history and unyielding spirit are invaluable. It serves as an ideal location to 
recount the glorious tin mining era in Kinta Valley, the harmonious relationship between 
the foreign Malays and Chinese immigrants, the hardships and fears experienced during 
the Japanese Occupation, the sacrifices and despairs of the Emergency Period, the 
struggles and losses incurred when homes were gazetted for mining, and the battles and 
suppression in the face of hazardous toxic waste disposal plans. Papan town and its new 
village are perfectly staged to retell these significant historical events for generations to 
come. 
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Appendix 1 

 
Brief Historical Facts of Papan 

1840s  
 

Papan was once a forest that was extensively logged, renowned for the abundance of chengal wood 
found within. 

1860s Raja Ismail (25th Sultan of Perak) opened tin mines in Papan. 
1873 
 

The first Chinese miner, Hiu Tong Sen, had bought mining land and started mining for tin at 
Tongkang, Papan, with 250 Chinese coolies. 

1875 
 

Four tin mines of Sultan Ismail at Papan were rewarded to the Mandailing Chief, Raja Asal, after the 
Perak War. The Chinese of the Kah Yin Hakka clan who came with the Mandailings settled in Papan for 
tin mining. 

1881 
 

According to French Mining Engineer, John Errington de la Criox, Papan has 13 tin mines with 500 
labourers, half were Malays (Mandailings) and the other half were Chinese. 

1882 
 

Rajah Bilah became the first Penghulu in Malaya appointed by the British. He built a house in Papan, 
Rumah Asal, and settled in Papan. The first metal road in Kinta was opened from Papan to Batu 
Gajah. 

1884 
 

Perak Tin and Smelting Co., the first British mining company in Kinta, was granted a concession of 250 
acres of mining land in Papan.   

1887 
 

A Police Station erected in Papan. A main street existed with 4 brick houses, 80 zinc-roofed and 60 
attap-roofed wooden house. 

1888 Raja Bilah built the Papan Mosque, the first Mandailing mosque in Kinta.  
1892 Raja Bilah requested by the Selangor Resident to send 100 fighting man to assist in Pahang War.  
1896 Raja Bilah built the Rumah Besar next to his Rumah Asal.   
1898 The Temple of Goddess of Mercy and Tse Yair Mew were celebrated its completion of rebuilding. 
1901 
 

Papan main street consisted of a grand theatre, smelting factory, dispensary, police station, shops, 
club houses and all sort of businesses.  

1906 Sun Yet Sen visited Papan to raise fund for revolution movement in China. 
1908 Papan railway station opened.  
1910 
 

A gaol was built to house the inmates who worked in the quarry in Papan. A fire brigade was formed  
which manned by the Chinese.  

1911 
 

Papan was a booming town with a main street and few tin mining settlements such as Tampoi, 
Kongmui and Tongkang. Raja Bilah passed away and his eldest son, Raja Haji Muhammad Ya’qub, 
inherited his position as Penghulu of Papan. 

1920 Johan Tin Dredging Co. obtained 700 acres of mining lease in Papan.  
1926 Wah Kiew Public School established with 150 students. 
1929 24 mining workers were killed in a tin mines disaster. 
1942 
 

Japanese Occupation. The Gunong Hijau behind Papan town became the hideout place for the MPLA 
guerrillas.  

1943 Sybil Kathigasu detained and tortured by the Japanese Kempetai and jailed in Batu Gajah prison. 
1945 Sybil Kathigasu released from prison and returned to Papan as wartime heroin. 
1950 
 

The villages scattered around Papan were forced to move to Papan New Village which established 
during the Emergency. 

1958 Threats from the MPLA guerrillas subdued in Papan. Papan declared as White Area. 
1964 
 

A big mining concession was awarded to a mining company to mine the whole Papan. The people of 
Papan protested the government decision. 

1975 
 

52 households moved from Papan New Village to settle at New Papan Village. The town continuedly 
consumed by mining activities.  

1984 The Anti-Thorium Waste Dumping Movement began.  
1985 Tin price collapsed and tin mining activities stopped, Papan town and new village is saved. 
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Appendix 2 
 

Papan Heritage Conservation Group in action 
(source: Author, Ansell Tan, Vincent Lua, Leong Wai Fan) 
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Appendix 3 

 
Posters of Papan Heritage trail 

(Source: Posters were designed and provided by Author) 
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Chapter 4.7 

“Nominating New Village as World Heritage” 

Teoh Chee Keong  
(Asst. Professor at School of Architecture & Built Environment, UCSI University)  

Translated by: Gwendolyn Chan  
 

(Original Article: https://www.sinchew.com.my/?p=4028560) 
 
ICOMOS Malaysia established the New Village Working Group (NVWG) in 2020, and after 
two years of gathering information on the New Village and preliminary investigation, an 
expert panel meeting was held in Perai recently, inviting Professor Ar. Laurence Loh, a 
former UNESCO Regional Advisor for Culture in Asia and the Pacific, and representatives 
from Jabatan Warisan Negara, to partake in initially exploring the possibility of nominating 
the New Village as UNESCO World Cultural Heritage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4.7.1 
The triangular shape of Bukit Mertajam's map and the neat distribution of roads, houses, and public facilities are 
influenced by the concept of Garden City planning 
(Photo: by Author) 
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Relevant scholars and researchers from all over the country explored several different 
types of new villages and assessed the historical and cultural value of the new villages 
according to the six selection criteria of the World Heritage, and it can be concluded that 
the new villages do have the conditions for nomination, which include: 
 
(1) The new villages were a product of the confrontation between the capital and the 

communist state after World War II. The British colonial government established 450 
new villages in the Malay Peninsula through the Brigg's Plan to prevent the 
continued infiltration of communism among the people, and more than half a 
million people were forcibly relocated under the plan. This can be described as a 
world-class political eviction action, witnessing the important times of architectural 
settlements in human history. 

(2) The architectural form of the new village has both tropical architectural features and 
traditional Chinese architectural features, and the planning and design of the 
settlement follow the principle of Garden City Planning, thus presenting a multi-
cultural composite form, highlighting the cultural circle of an era and witnessing the 
exchange of values among different human cultures.  

 
Figure 4.7.2 
The first generation of wooden houses in the new village was built with all wooden panels, and the front facade has 
symmetry, with the front door aligned with the praying altar, a typical characteristic of traditional Chinese dwellings. 
The use of vertical panels on the exterior walls or horizontal rainshower panels influenced by Western architecture is 
a reflection of the blending of Eastern and Western cultures. 
(Photo: by Author) 
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(3) The population affected by the new village project is predominantly Chinese, thus 
indirectly contributing to the formation of a semi-urban-rural settlement pattern in 
Malaysia, where many traditional Chinese cultures such as community relations, 
religious beliefs, folk festivals, and other intangible cultures have been preserved. 
Some minor new villages retain the culture of a single origin, while the larger ones 
have the characteristics of multiple origins. These cultural traditions and customs 
have not been baptized by the cultural revolution, nor have they been replaced by 
the functional values of a rapidly capitalizing society, making them all the more 
valuable. 

 
Difficult road ahead for World Heritage Recognition  
 
However, in order to achieve the goal of recognition, in addition to meeting the criteria, a 
more important aspect of the inscription process is to propose a sound management plan 
for the World Heritage Site. In this regard, it is important for different groups, both official 
government groups and non-official, to work together to study and discuss the future 
development of the new village and formulate a detailed management plan. Given the 
current political climate in Malaysia and the general ethnic and political consciousness of 
the people, the road ahead for the new village is still very difficult.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4.7.3 
The new village houses have enough open space around them for urban gardening or future additions, which is 
more in line with Resilient and Sustainability design principles than today's garden house designs. 
(Photo: by Author) 
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It is well known that when the New Village was first established in the 1950s, the 
government set it up as a temporary measure and therefore did not have a long-term 
development concept. Subsequent to the neglect of several development plans after 
independence, in the 1960s, the Chinese community unsuccessfully fought for the 
incorporation of the new villages into the Ministry of Rural Development, and with the 513 
incident in 1969, community relations are drifting apart. The new villages were incorporated 
into the housing and local government department under the control of the MCA Minister 
in the 1970s.  
 
With the fight and assistance of MCA, the basic facilities of some new villages were 
upgraded in the 1970s and 1980s. However, due to the hierarchy of departments and the 
government's unclear attitude towards the long-term development of new villages, it has 
been difficult to achieve comprehensive and institutionalized funding for new villages. As of 
now, new villages across the country still lack uniform rules of governance. 
 
In brief, the new village nomination will face several difficult issues, such as:  
 
(1) the management of the new village varies from state to state in terms of administrative 
(including) political conditions, and it is difficult to propose a standard management 
methods applicable to most of the new villages;  
(2) the integrity and original appearance of the new village, after years of change, needs to 
be "reinforced" through a more active cultural heritage preservation strategy;  
(3) the new village nominating is for the benefits of its people, especially the impact of the 
new village, which will take a long time to educate and promote, which requires to depend 
on state apparatus in order to achieve a wider positive impact, which is not an easy goal to 
achieve given the current political situation in Malaysia. 
 
The task force can only explore the feasibility of new village, but it is the stakeholders who 
have to come together to work it out. In any case, in the long run, if the new village can be 
recognized, it will be of great significance to the history and cultural preservation of the 
country, and the most important significance is that it will be a monumental bottom-up 
movement for cultural preservation. 
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